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Food for Thought
This week during Collective Worship form groups have been thinking 
about how people are important to God and he wants to be like a 
hedge of protection around us.  One of the quotes we have spent time 
thinking about is:
“God is our refuge and strength, an ever-
present help in trouble.”
The Bible, Psalm 46:1
To receive the daily Thought for the Day 
straight to your phone or other electronic 
device sign up to @AHSChaplaincy on Twitter.

Social Media  
Please follow us on Twitter @AHSYork or
Facebook to keep up to date with the latest news and events!

We welcome all feedback and thank all parents for 
their valuable contributions. If you have a query 
or simply an observation about the school please 
complete the form online.

AHS Feedback 

Head’s Introduction
Dear Parents and Carers,
We will be the first school in the city to host 
an Open Evening this year, which will take 
place next Tuesday 28 September.  This is an 
important opportunity for families to be able to 
visit the school and something that I know was 

missed last year.  Given the current circumstances we are organising 
the evening slightly differently and hope that it will be better than ever.
The evening will begin at 6.00pm (doors open at 5.45pm) and will 
include presentations from the Headteacher at 6.00pm, 7.00pm and 
7.45pm; there will be guided tours of the school throughout the evening 
with subject activities and demonstrations, as well as the opportunity 
to talk with students and staff.  Whilst we know many families arrive 
early in the evening, there is an opportunity this year for those who 
may wish to arrive a little later.  We would encourage wearing a face 
covering in busy parts of the school.  Further information is available 
on the school website.  The Head of Year 7, Miss Kincell, will be available 
to speak to with key members of the Year 7 team in the new Resource 
Centre.  As ever, I very much thank families for their support with this 
important event, without the contributions from your children, the 
evening would not be possible.

E-safety - Mobile Phone Parental Controls
This week we are sharing guides on how to set up parental controls for 
mobile phone Apps.  Please ensure your child has read the guidance 
included in this Newsletter.

Introducing the School Counsellor
Hello, I’m Sarah Garton, the School Counsellor.  I offer one-to-one 
counselling to students who are experiencing difficulties with their 
emotional health and wellbeing.  The counselling 
service provides an opportunity for students to explore 
and understand their difficulties within a safe and 
confidential space.  Counselling can have a positive 
effect on children and young people’s confidence, 
resilience, relationships, academic achievement and 
much more. 
Students can access this service by talking to a member of staff who 
will then complete a referral form, parents will then be contacted for 
consent to allow me to work with your child.  Also you can contact 
Gaynor Stainsby to discuss your child’s needs and support options.  I 
am in school three days a week and looking to start drop-in sessions 
in the future.
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Message from Head of Year 8
The Year 8 pastoral team  are absolutely delighted to take on last year’s Year 
7 as their new year group.  They have come to us with a fantastic reputation 
and the first two weeks of this new academic year are living up to teaching 
and learning expectations.  We are finding the cohort to be organised and  
responsible and we have very much enjoyed the interactions we have had 
so far with our students.  Indeed, it is hard to believe that the year group had 
such a difficult first year to navigate at Archbishop’s as they have returned 
coping so very well.  It has been a very positive start to a relationship which 
we foresee lasting 4  years.
As explained previously, as our Year 8 students journey through AHS, we 
will always be striving for Nil Satis Nisi Optimum, (Nothing but the best) 
and the whole Year 8 team are committed to supporting our students  in 
this endeavour.  We place enormous value on working closely with our 
parents and carers, forging good, positive relationships, as we, as well as 
yourselves,  all do genuinely want the best for the young people in our care.  
Consequently, we would like to give a brief introduction to the whole team.
The most important pastoral person in a student’s life and most often their 
first point of call is the Form Tutor:
My name is Miss Waines and I teach English at AHS.  I 
am really excited to be a Year 8 form tutor this year and 
help the students to make the most of the wide range 
of opportunities on offer here; there are so many clubs 
I’m sure it will be hard to pick which ones to join!  I am so 
pleased to see my form have already got lots of merits 
stamped in their planners.  I’m hoping 8LWs will have the 
most merits by the end of the year...!’

I’m Mrs Kellett, and I’ll be supporting Mrs Cockle with 8KCe 
this year.  I’m a Social Sciences teacher, but I’m also teaching 
Travel and Tourism, and Child Development this year.  I’m 
looking forward to getting to know all the students in 
the form and helping Mrs Cockle to guide them on their 
journey through Year 8. 

Hi there, my name is Miss Brown and I am form tutor for 
8CBn.  I teach History and Law and I’m already looking 
forward to returning to the new normal in school.  It is a 
delight to have so many of our students back in school 
and thriving within the first few weeks of term.  You can 
find 8CBn in History 3, where we have already created our 
tutor motto - ‘to be the best and ready for the test’.

Hello, I am Mr O’Brien, I teach Science, with Biology 
being the best one.  I’m looking forward to having an 
uninterrupted year back in school, but mostly being able 
to start going to see live music properly again.  8Ob have 
had an excellent start to the year, they have a lot to live up 
to, but are meeting all my expectations with flying colours.
My name is Mr Appleyard and I am Head 

of Computer Science and IT.  I have been a teacher for 12 
years and have had the pleasure of seeing three form 
groups grow from Year 8s to leaving school.  My new 
form have made an excellent start to the year and I’m 
really looking forward to guiding and supporting them 
through their years here at AHS.

I’m Mr Thompson, I teach Science (but mostly Chemistry!).  
I’m so pleased with how the form have come back this 
year.  I’m hopeful the year ahead is smooth and without 
disruption so we can continue the wonderful trend.  I can 
be quite competitive so I’m excited to win the attendance 
trophy along with the form!  Well done to the first ever 
8NTh so far, let’s keep this up all year.

My name is Mrs Cockle, I teach KS3 and KS4 English.  I'm 
really looking forward to getting to know 8KCe and 
winning every form competition with them!  They've all 
done me proud so far with an excellent start to Year 8.

Emma Chase, I am 8ECe's form tutor and 
teach Geography.  I am so excited to be 
teaching at AHS and working with Year 8.  This year I am 
looking forward to seeing my form grow, develop and 
thrive, seeing what opportunities they immerse themselves 
in  the coming year.  8ECe have settled fantastically and I 
am so grateful that they have helped me settle in so quickly 

too.  They are a wonderful set of individuals who represent themselves and 
the form so well around school. 
Hello, I'm Miss Bull and I am a Science teacher (Chemistry is 
my favourite!).  I am very excited to get to know 8GBl, who 
have had a brilliant start to Year 8.  They are responsible, 
enthusiastic and love to contribute to discussions.  I look 
forward to supporting 8GBl through their journey at AHS 
to help them have fantastic experiences and achieve 
brilliant things.

Hi, my name is Mr McPaul and I teach Maths!  This year I'm 
looking forward to school being much more settled than it 
has been for the last two years.  I think this will be great for 
Year 8 as they can take advantage of the wide range of extra-
curricular activities that Archies can offer.  I'm pleased to say 
that my form have settled well into the new academic year 
and have maintained their strong friendships that were 
formed during Year 7.  Well done 8 CMp!

I have thoroughly enjoyed being a Languages teacher and 
Form Tutor for over 20 years.  This year, I am looking forward 
to supporting my new form and seeing all the students 
develop the knowledge, skills and attributes they need to 
live their lives to the full.  I will also be sharing my passion for 
Languages with Year 8 through the MFL Film Club every 
Friday and taking a group to Paris for a week in July. Miss 
LePlatre

Mr Norris, teacher of Science & PE, I am looking forward to 
being able to take the school rugby teams to play fixtures 
against other schools.  8WNo has made an excellent start 
to the year.  It is fantastic to see everyone settling quickly 
into Year 8.
My name is Mandy Mennell and I am 
the Year 8 Pastoral Support Worker.  I am  

thoroughly enjoying  meeting, supporting  and getting to 
know  the students.  It has been lovely to see them settling 
smoothly into Year 8 and I can’t wait to see how they 
continue to thrive and flourish throughout the year.  I am 
also looking forward to meeting and supporting  parents 
and carers in the coming weeks and months.

Mr Handley, I have been at Archbishop Holgate’s for over 10 
years and have loved my time here.  I teach Science with a 
specialism in Chemistry, but enjoy Maths and Geography 
as well.  I have had a few different roles during my time at 
AHS including ITT Coordinator and have been part of the 
school’s Teaching and Learning Team.  Outside of school 
my main hobbies involve music.  I have played the drums 

for 15 years and gig around York when I can.  I am a massive fan of sport, 
my favourites are cricket and football.  I have been incredibly fortunate to 
be able to travel to many parts of the world and experience some very 
different cultures.  I love being a teacher, it is hard work but very rewarding 
(a cliché but very true) and I am really excited to be part of the pastoral team 
in Year 8.
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PLEASE SHARE:  If you would like to share students’  
achievements and events in the community, please email 

jsissons@ahs.pmat.academy.  It’s always nice to celebrate our 
school community.

AHS Chaplaincy YouTube Channel
Archbishop Holgate’s School Chaplaincy 
YouTube channel has material connected to 
whole school worship and Collective Worship. 
There are also moments of Reflection from the 
school Chaplain and items reflecting our School 
Values. The address is:

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC68i0uL4LZNIIVcu8B03iqw/
about or you can search for it by name.
There you’ll find the latest weekly reflection.  This explores how we are 
marvellously made as it says in Psalm 139 and so valuable that God 
knows every hair on our head, as Jesus says in the gospels of Matthew 
and Luke.  This is then linked to how, as a community, we are One Body: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=95sCNjzUuyE&t=41s
You will also find last week’s reflection that explores the words of 
Jesus in the Gospel of John, ch10 v10 - “I have come that they might 
have life and have it abundantly”.  It looks at what that means for us 
both as educators and as individuals: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Rhiv97O1Yds&t=10s

MFL Stars of the Week
Students were nominated by Language staff to receive an 

Effort merit, a postcard home and appear on the ‘Stars Wall’ 
for all their hard work:

           KS3 French - Josh Bailey, 8Lp
           KS3 German - Simeon Dean, 7SMf
           KS3 Spanish - Alex Briggs, 7ASu
           KS4 French - George Horner, 9MHe
           KS4 German - Thomas Leonard, 9RPr
           KS4 Spanish - Gracie Poulton, 11ERo

Upcoming Events
Tue 28 Sept
Tue 28 Sept

Fri 8 Oct
Mon 18 Oct

Training Day (School closed to students)
Open Evening
Y7-12 School Photographs
AHS Association, 7.00pm, SF Cafe

PSHCE Sessions
A big thank you to everyone who made our first Form 
Time PSHCE Session a success!  Everyone across the 
whole school spent their first lesson on Monday looking 
at what makes a Healthy Relationship and how both 
our school and British values help us to treat each other 
and ourselves in the best way possible.  
These sessions will happen once every half 
term to cover the statutory content needed 
to help our young people be successful on 
their AHS Journey and beyond - and I'm 
already excited for the next one!
Mr Hepplestone, PSHCE Lead

Which leaves us with myself, Mrs Avey.  At present I only  
teach PE, but previously I have also taught English and 
recognise that I have some siblings in the our year group 
of older students to whom I taught English.  I also have 
siblings in this year group of not only students who were 
in my previous Year 8-11 year group , but also the one 
before that!  I am also told that some of the parents of 
our new Year 8 cohort were also taught English or PE by 
me many moons ago!  I am very much looking forward to maintaining 
relationships, reforging relationships and forming brand new relationships 
with those of you I haven’t yet met. 
The whole of the pastoral team have the aim of getting to know our students 
as quickly and as well as possible - 300 students permitting.  Mrs Mennell, 
Mr Handley and myself are visiting as many classrooms as possible, when 
we are not teaching, in order to become familiar faces and to demonstrate 
to our year group that we are interested in all they do.  (Period 1 Monday 
18 September was a particularly rewarding time to visit the classes as each 
form remained with their form teacher and I was heartened to witness the 
depth of discussion and consideration being given to the issue of healthy 
friendships.  It was excellent.  My abiding wish is that our students apply this 
consistently and appropriately to their own important relationships and 
friendships.)  We, the pastoral team, also have various times when we are 
on duty with our students - break and lunchtimes - which again enables us 
to get to know our students and through which foster good relationships.  
In addition, once a week, on a Monday, each form tutor will randomly select 
a student from their form to come to  the Head of Year office to  show their 
planner and to have a brief chat with either myself or one of the team.  I was 
delighted to meet a number of them last Monday and already look forward 
to this time every week.
Whilst I am very clear that Year 8 has made an excellent start to the year, 
there are some matters which I do wish to draw to your attention.  Whilst 
we are very aware that the vast majority of our students are thoughtful, 
respectful and follow the school rules, which are in place for the benefit of 
everyone's comfort and safety, there has been a number of students who 
need to remember that we have a strict Hands Off policy - which therefore 
precludes play fighting and jumping on each other - and we expect all our 
students to tidy up after themselves and not leave rubbish on tables or 
the ground.  We have reminded students of these basic expectations and 
would appreciate your support in reinforcing this message.  Thank you.  
Likewise, time is already of the essence and attendance at school is vital.  
Please only keep your child off school when they are properly poorly and 
if you are unsure, it is, I believe, reassuring to know, that we now have our 
very own School Nurse, thus if your child becomes worse during the school 
day, they will be seen by a professional.  May I also take this opportunity 
to remind you that no child should leave the school grounds without 
permission, even if they are poorly and they ring you at home.  We have a 
safeguarding procedure in place where your child attends reception, may 
be seen by the nurse and then they may be required to go home.  Anything 
which deviates from this may result in a safeguarding concern if we do not 
know that your child has left site, therefore, we have to strictly adhere to this 
protocol.  Thank you for your cooperation with this.
The Year 8's have been tremendous in welcoming the new Year 7 to 
Archbishop Holgate's and Miss Kincell chose a number of our year group to 
act as buddies for a couple of weeks, to help each form find their way about 
the building and to be a point of reference.  I am delighted to say that each 
and every one of them has been brilliant - mature, kind and reliable and we 
thank them for their service.  Efe Akgul, Marley Lewin, Georgina Richardson, 
Alex Grist, Aela Moore, Sophie Beard, Sam McBride, Chloe Slater, Lily 
Matthews, Matthew Martin, Otto Kearns, Hannah Birkinshaw, Emily Nelson, 
Krystian Gierucki, Hannah MacFarlane, Sasha Crosby, James Dillon, Scarlett 
Shaw, Max Moody, Holly Hunter, Bea Garrett-Craig,  Edward Shakeshaft, 
Annie Wedgewood, Evie Price, Daniel Norris, Yasmina Boudjema, Livvie 
Curran,  Lowri Spruce, Phoebe Riley-Ennis, Josh Rhodes,Tilly Platten, Sam 
Skelton, Olivia Thomas.  That is not to say that there are very many more 
who I am sure could have done an equally brilliant job too.
We really do look forward to getting to know our cohort.  If you need to be 
in contact with any of us, please do so with a phone call to reception who 
will forward messages to us.
Best wishes,
Mrs Mennell, Mr Handley and Mrs Avey

www.archbishopholgates.academy
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School Menu - w/c 27 September

VACANCY
Archbishop Holgate’s School

Cleaning Assistant
Required as soon as possible

Part Time (15 hpw), Term Time Only, 3.30-6.30pm
£9.30 per hour

For more information visit:
https://archbishopholgates.academy/staff/vacancies/

Pathfinder Multi Academy Trust is an equal opportunities 
employer, committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare 

of children.  Enhanced DBS check will be required

Free School Meals
AHS has a quick and easy way to claim Free School Meals to ensure no 
one is missing out.  Parents of children attending York schools can apply 
for Free School Meals if they are receiving certain benefits.  
To process the application we will:
•  use your details to confirm eligibility by checking information held by 
the Department for Work and Pensions and HMRC; this quick online 
check means we can often confirm eligibility immediately.
•  call or write to you to inform you of the outcome, if successful.
Benefits include:
•  a free school meal for your child, which is good for their health and 
could help their learning.
•  savings worth over £350 a year.
Free School Meal claims:
•  We treat all claims in confidence and schools provide the same meals 
whether they're paid for or provided free. 
•  Your child does not have to take up a meal every day - you can still 
provide a 'pack up' as and when you want to. 
•  We will transfer your child's entitlement if they move to another school, 
so you will not need to take any further action. 
•  It will not affect any other benefits you are claiming. 
How does it work?  
Complete the slip included with further information later in this 
Newsletter.

OF THE WEEK

Reconcile:  Verb; restore friendly relations.
‘It’s difficult to reconcile such different points of view.’

@AHS_Year7Kl:  Great work 
from Year 7 at craft club tonight. 
We are getting organised ready 
for Christmas! 

Careers Corner

Virtual Careers with Animals Day, Northern England – 
Saturday 9 October - is a free, online event for those interested 
in working with animals.  Hosted on Microsoft Teams, you’ll get the 
chance to listen to career talks from key organisations within the 
animal care and veterinary industry, and have the opportunity to 
ask questions.  Come along and gain the information you need 
to start your career with animals, all from the comfort of your own 
home.  This event will be particularly useful for those interested 
in training and career opportunities working with animals in 
Northern England.  Visit the website on Saturday 9 October for an 
attendance link.  If you would like to be sent an email to remind 
you of this event a few days before, register your interest at: https://
www.careerswithanimals.co.uk/register-your-interest-in-virtual-
careers-with-animals-day/
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Message from Miss Cox, Head of Year 13
The Competitive Entries final deadline for UCAS is Friday 15 October.  
This means that students applying for Medicine, Veterinary, 
Dentistry, Oxford or Cambridge need to be pro-active in completing 
their personal statements, UCAS application personal information, 
booking admissions tests and speaking to Miss Cox or Dr King if they 
need anything.  They have been provided with the Competitive 
entry guides, had several sessions and have information posted on 
their Google Classroom. 
All other students intending to apply to University, should be 
working on their applications and personal statements, but 
have more time - we will initially prioritise the Competitive Entry 
applications, but are here to help.  The Wednesday form session is 
focussed on UCAS/ Progression and form tutors are on hand to help 
too. 
The UCAS Hub (website) has lots of additional information, helpful 
videos, search tools etc. so students should utilise this, alongside the 
resources and guidance provided in school/posted on their Google 
Classroom.
Students thinking more about apprenticeships or employment 
should still be working on personal statements and researching 
options.

Message from Miss Balmer, Head of Year 12
Lots of fantastic work going on around Sixth Form.  Students 
are using their study periods well and making the most of all the 
fantastic resources in and around school.  Students have been 
reminded of the opportunity to join the Career Ready programme, 
a course designed to support students looking to go onto 
employment or an apprenticeship after Sixth Form.  They should 
contact Miss Balmer as soon as possible to secure a place.

Update from Assistant Head: Director of 
Sixth Form, Mrs De Lashley
Open Evening Support
The school’s Open Evening is on Tuesday 28 September and we 
really need as many Sixth Form volunteers as we can get.  We need 
them to guide families around the school in a covid secure manner 
and can only do that with lots of them helping.  Please encourage 
your son/daughter to return their reply slips as soon as possible. 
Thank you in advance for your support.

School Closures
Please be reminded that school is closed to all students on Tuesday 
28 September and Sixth Form students on Friday 15 October.  They 
will not participate in live lessons but will be set homework to be 
completed in their own time. 

PSHCE Week
On Monday the whole school took part in an interactive and 
informative lesson from our RSE curriculum.  The Sixth Form were 
no exception and had good discussion and lots of information 
on consent and the issues surrounding it.  They were mature and 
respectful in their approach and we were pleased to be able to have 
the opportunity to deliver such important content to support their 
development, safety and wellbeing.

Phonics Training for our Paired Reader Mentors
Our dedicated volunteers that support main school with their 
reading had some external Phonics training this week that is usually 
delivered to staff and trainee teachers.  The session was full and the 
students were exemplary.  They asked great questions, were fully 
engaged and threw themselves into the training.  Paired Reading 
has now commenced and both mentor and mentee are benefitting 
from the process.  Welcome aboard to the new Year 12 team! 
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Extra-Curricular Sport
If your son/daughter has had recent 
success in a sporting activity please contact 
the school, we would love to promote 
what they have done. 

PE Uniform
Reminder that students will be asked to 
remove ALL jewellery for PE lessons.  This 
is a health and safety precaution and must 
be adhered to. Thank you.

School PE Kit
A reminder that all PE kit should be clearly 
named.  If a student misplaces any PE kit, 
this makes it easier to return items to their 
rightful owner.
The department would like to clarify that 
the optional PE hoodie can be used for 
PE lessons, but we encourage students to 
wear the reversible PE top as this is safer for 
rugby.
Please check PE kit - we have loaned a lot 
of spare kit since September which hasn’t 
been returned.  If you have any PE kit with 
‘AHS’ written on the label, please return 
items to school.  Thank you.

  MONDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.40pm)
      -   Y9 Football (Sports Hall)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.10-4.00pm)
      -   Y7/8/9/10 Netball (Tennis Courts)
      -   Y12/13 Basketball (Gym)
      -   Y7 Football (Sports Hall)
      -   Y8 Beginners Swimming (Pool)
      -   Y7/8/9 Rugby (Back Field)

   TUESDAY
       LUNCHTIME (12.10-12.30pm)
      -   Y8/10/12/13 Form Detentions (PE1)
       LUNCHTIME (12.15-12.40pm)
      -   Y8/10 Badminton (Sports Hall)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.10-4.00pm)
      -   Y10 Football (Sports Hall)
      -   Y7/8 Girls’ Football (Back Field)
      -   Y8 Football (Back Field)
      -   Y8/9 Basketball (Gym)
      -   Y7/8 Dance (Studio)

   THURSDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.40pm)
      -   Y11 Fitness (Fitness Suite)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.10-4.00)
      -   Y9/10/11 Dance (Studio)
      -   Y9/10 Girls’ Football (Back Field)
      -   Y9/10 Fitness (Fitness Suite)

   FRIDAY
      LUNCHTIME (12.15-12.40pm)
      -   Y7/9 Badminton (Sports Hall)
       LUNCHTIME (1.10-1.30pm)
      -   Y7/9/11 Detentions (IT4)
       AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.15)
      -   Y7 Rookie Lifeguard (Pool)

Physical Education Department
“Equipping students with the knowledge, skills and motivation to live active, healthy lives.”

PE Kit - Period 1
As we move closer to a sense of normality, 
students should now arrive at school in their 
normal school uniform and NOT their PE kit. 

Message from PE Department
The PE department would like to welcome 
all students back to what hopefully will be 
a fantastic year full of sport!
There is always a lot of information given 
to students during the first weeks back 
to school and can be a lot for students to 
take on board (especially our new Year 
7 students).  We will be emphasising the 
importance of using Google Classroom 
where students can access 
general PE information, 
their Programme of 
Study, the Extra-Curricular 
Programme, Community Links and a 
curriculum map outlining what students 
study each year.

Athletics
Esme Pounder (Y10) 
competed in the English 
Schools Combined 
Events Finals in Bedford 
at the weekend.  The 
event featured 42 Junior 
girls and despite a rocky 
start (hitting a hurdle 
very hard and almost falling over), she 
managed to claw her way back with a 
couple of PB’s and finished 9th overall.  
Great determination and resilience Esme. 
Well done!

Extra-curricular PE
The new timetable is now live with many 
different activities for students to have a 
go at.  Remember our clubs are a relaxed 
environment with a focus on participation 
and enjoyment and you don’t have to be 
selected in teams if you don’t wish to be 
involved.  Fixtures are also back this year, 
so if you would like to be a part of a team 
then make sure you attend training to be 
eligible for selection.  It was fantastic to see 
so many students taking part in sport after 
school this week!
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Complete and return this form to your child’s Form Tutor

Form Tutor:  ___________

Parent/Carer required information

Full Legal Name:   _______________________________________

National Insurance Number:  ______________________________

or National Asylum Support Service Reference Number

Date of Birth:  _______________________

Relationship to child:  _________________

Address (including postcode:  _____________________________

______________________________________________________

Student Required Information

Student Full Legal Name:  _________________________________

Student Date of Birth:  ________________

Gender:  ___________________________
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