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Thursday 30 September 2021

Values – Care – Achievement

Head’s Introduction
Dear Parents and Carers,
I would like to thank everyone who contributed
to another the successful Open Evening on
Tuesday evening. Each year I am amazed by
the number of students who willingly give up
their time to support the evening as guides or
helping in departments. We are very proud
of our students and their commitment to the
school.

Upcoming Events
Fri 8 Oct
11 Oct
Fri 15 Oct
Mon 18 Oct
Wed 20 Oct
25-29 Oct
Mon 1 Nov

Y7-12 School Photographs
Restart a Heart Week
Y11 Information, Advice & Guidance Day
AHS Association, 7.00pm, SF Cafe
Y7 Form Tutor Parents’Evening
Half Term
Students return

Introducing the Attendance Officer
Hello, I’m Lucy Ashcroft, the Attendance Officer. I
deal with all things attendance at the school and
work closely with the pastoral team to help raise
the profile of good school attendance. We offer
support to families where a child’s attendance
drops below 96%, as attendance not only has an
impact on academic outcomes, but also student
wellbeing.
Please remember to report any absences by 8.45am and on each day
your child is absent. When reporting, please state the reason for the
absence so it can be recorded accurately.
If you would like to contact me or ask for advice with regards all matters
attendance, I can be reached via email: lashcroft@ahs.pmat.academy or
by phone 01904 411341.

AHS Feedback

We welcome all feedback and thank all parents for
their valuable contributions. If you have a query
or simply an observation about the school please
complete the form online.

Covid Vaccinations for 12-17 year olds
As parents will now be aware the Government has rolled out plans to
deliver one dose of the Pfeizer Covid Vaccination to all 12 -17 year olds.
This vaccination programme is being coordinated by the Childhood
Immunisation Service and will be delivered at school. The vaccination
continues to be the strongest defence in the fight against Covid-19 and
so we encourage you to do your own research and discuss the vaccine
with your child to ensure you are comfortable with what it involves.
The NHS have produced some useful guidance to support these
conversations: https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/
uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1017171/PHE_12073_
COVID-19_guide_for_all_CYP.pdf
We understand from the Childhood Immunisation Team that they will
seek parental consent before administering the vaccination - Consent
is not being organised by the school, if you have any queries we
recommend you contact them directly:
Telephone number: 01423 553115
Option 1 - Admin queries
Option 2 - Clinical queries
hdft.childhood.immunisations@nhs.net
Vaccination is a further control measure available to support the existing
strong measures Archbishop Holgate’s has in place and vaccination in
this age group is encouraged.

E-safety - TikTok

This week we are sharing a guide about the TikTok app, a video-sharing
social media app which lets people create, view and download looping
15-second clips. Please ensure your child has read the guidance
included in this Newsletter.

Food for Thought
This week during Collective Worship form groups have been looking
at how different generations interact with each other, the gap that can
exist and how to bridge the gap by living out the school’s Christian
values. One of the quotes we have spent time thinking about is:
“We admire the strength of youth and
respect the grey hair of age.’
The book of Proverbs, 20 v 29 The Bible
To receive the daily Thought for the Day
straight to your phone or other electronic
device sign up to @AHSChaplaincy on Twitter.

Social Media
Please follow us on Twitter @AHSYork or
Facebook to keep up to date with the latest news and events!
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This Week’s
School News
Message from Head of Year 9
Greetings to you all - I hope this Year 9 Newsletter Item finds
you all safe and well. It gives the Year 9 Pastoral Team great
pleasure to update you on some of the key things pertinent
to the year group as we reach the half-way point of this first
half-term back at AHS.
September 2021 sees students in Year 9 embark on the Silver
Arts Award qualification. This is a particular point of pride for
the AHS curriculum, as we endeavour to ensure that students
at AHS do not have to sacrifice enjoyable subjects they love
despite having made their GCSE Option choices. Last year,
in very trying and difficult circumstances, a staggering 242
students achieved their Silver Arts Award and had a breadth
of enriching experiences along the way. With the lifting of
Covid restrictions in schools and the wider community, this
will significantly enhance the experience students will have of
the Arts Award. Students will be embarking on three Cultural
Experience Trips throughout the year, where they will visit and
review Arts Exhibitions across the county. This is something we
were unable to offer last year due to Covid restrictions, but we
are very excited for the first outing on Thursday 2 December,
more information will follow shortly.
I thought it would be a good opportunity to let you know about
the kinds of projects students are undertaking as they work towards
their Silver Arts Award:
- In Music, students are composing
gaming and electronic music using
music technology software. Students
are also developing sequencing and
composing skills as well as becoming
familiar with online music technology
software such as Beepbox.
- In MFL, students are producing a Spanish learner’s podcast on the
theme of directions around town. They begin by learning phrases
and how to make conversations from them, and then through the
making of the podcast they will develop media production skills. They
will also be writing scripts, recording, editing and then publishing their
podcasts to a very high quality.
- In Food, students are practicing presentation techniques including:
strawberry carving, tomato roses, julienne fried potatoes and
concasse. They then take several of these techniques and apply them
to a finished dish to make it look restaurant quality.
- In DT, students are designing a model shop front and a logo for a
bakery, developing a range of skills including marbling and practical
manufacturing skills using paper and cardboard.
- Finally, in Art, students are creating portraits using a range of media.
They begin by developing skills using paint, ink, wire sculpturing and
monoprinting and then complete the project by developing their
own portrait from a range of inspirational figures in British Culture.
We are very proud of the Silver Arts Award provision we have in Year 9
and we very much hope that students find this an enriching experience
in this transition year towards their GCSE studies.
As we reach the half-way point of the first half-term, I wanted to take
this opportunity to highlight the issue of attendance. It goes without
saying that attendance at school is crucial to the success of students. In
order to give students the best chance of success, it is imperative that
students try to miss little to no school days throughout the course of
a year.

Recent studies have shown that absence from school has a
significant impact on the success of students, and can have
a long-term impact through to their GCSEs. Whilst students
in Year 9 are a couple of years away from actually sitting
their GCSE exams, this ‘transition year’ they are currently
undertaking is imperative for building the foundations in
subjects that will allow students to reach their full potential in
the Summer of 2024. In one recent study, it has shown that
of those students that have 100% attendance, 79% of them
achieve 5+ good GCSEs. At 95%, this figure falls to 69%. At
90%, this falls even further to 53%, and by 85% attendance,
this figure for success becomes 36%. When considering
that 5% attendance is around 7 days absence, it really is
crucial that students are in school every single day. To put
this into further context, if your child has lower than 95%
attendance, this means that they are attending school less
than the average child across the country. We, as a school,
will do what we can to support the excellent attendance of
students and whilst some absence is genuinely unavoidable,
we ask that any routine appointments are made outside of
school hours and that students are encouraged to come into
school if they feel under the weather. We have the protocols
and facilities to support students in school if they are feeling unwell,
including the addition of a School Nurse to the AHS team. If there is
any way we can support your child in maintaining the highest possible
standards of attendance, please get in touch via the email addresses at
the foot of this Newsletter item.
Our Acts of Collective Worship so far this year have seen a range of
topics including how to deal with emotions such as anger and the
AHS Journey Year 9 are going on in school. This week’s Act of Collective
Worship focus is on punctuality and the importance of being on time.
School is preparing our young people for the wider world and one
key aspect of that is being on time. Being on time does not just show
respect, but also helps our young people show they are trustworthy,
dependable, prepared and makes sure they don’t miss out on any
opportunities currently within school that will contribute towards their
future. In order to make sure our students are successful it is crucial
they are on time to school and lessons; if a student was 15 minutes late
every day this would account to missing two weeks of school a year,
valuable time for study and developing life skills. This also links to our
British Value focus for this half term on Mutual Respect - being on time
highlights respect to employees for example, furthermore enabling
trust to be built, as well as showing compassion to understanding
the place of work. As Proverbs 12:27 says,“Whoever is slothful will not
roast his game, but the diligent man will get precious wealth.” Showing
that being diligent and punctual has many benefits - being late does
not deliver rewards. If there is any way we can support your child in
punctuality, please get in touch with the pastoral team.
It has been lovely to see Year 9 in their new school uniforms and on the
whole the uniform has been excellent. Please can we politely remind
parents that trainers aren’t allowed, along with only one stud piercing
allowed in each ear, nose piercings aren’t accepted and students
mustn't come with these into school. Furthermore, as the seasons start
to change, it is crucial students wear their school jumpers , coats are of
course allowed, but don’t include hoodies and they aren’t to be worn in
lessons. If you have any questions or concerns please contact us via the
emails at the bottom of the newsletter, we want to make sure we work
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This Week’s
School News
with families to ensure a successful year and that students are following
the uniform policy.
This year at AHS, we will be placing a big emphasis on Student Voice.
This has become much easier for students to access now that we have
the routine use of Google Classroom and GMail across school. Student
voice surveys will be released each week covering a variety of different
issues ranging from…
- Extra-curricular activities
- School catering
- The school’s Christian Values
- Bullying
- Safeguarding issues
- British Values
- The list could go on...
Student Voice surveys can be accessed by students…
- On their Year Group Google Classroom page
- Sent to students via their school GMail account
- Added to the Student Hub, which they can access via Google
Chrome
Please do encourage your child to have their say and complete the
Student Voice Survey each week - student feedback provides us with
an invaluable insight that has already had a significant impact across
the school; for instance, our extra-curricular provision now contains
a variety of activities that were initially suggested via a Student Voice
survey in the last summer term!
Thank you for taking the time to read this Newsletter item. If you have
any issues regarding your child do please get in touch by emailing
aarthur@ahs.pmat.academy (Head of Year), mdeacon@ahs.pmat.
academy (Assistant Head of Year), rdeamer@ahs.pmat.academy
(Pastoral Support Worker) or alternatively, you can call Main School
Reception and we will get back to you as soon as we can.
Mr Arthur (Head of Year 9)
Miss Deacon (Assistant Head of Year 9)
Mr Deamer (Pastoral Support Worker for Year 9)

Careers Corner

School Menu - w/c 4 October

PLEASE SHARE: If you would like to share students’
achievements and events in the community, please email
jsissons@ahs.pmat.academy. It’s always nice to celebrate our
school community.

VACANCY
Archbishop Holgate’s School
Cleaning Assistant

Amazing Apprenticeships - The September edition of the Parents'
& Carers' Pack is now available and includes articles on preparing
for the year ahead, apprenticeship and traineeships, supporting
students with a disability, apprenticeships in law and more.

Required as soon as possible
Part Time (15 hpw), Term Time Only, 3.30-6.30pm
£9.50 per hour
For more information visit:
https://archbishopholgates.academy/staff/vacancies/
Pathfinder Multi Academy Trust is an equal opportunities
employer, committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare
of children. Enhanced DBS check will be required

OF THE WEEK
Revere: Verb; feel deep respect or admiration for something.
“Environmentalists say that everyone should revere Mother
Nature and take better care of our natural resources.”

@AHS_Year7Kl:
Alice has the
privilege of doing a speech tonight!
We are so proud of her! @AHSYork
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This Week’s
Sixth Form News
Assistant Head: Director of Sixth Form,
Mrs De Lashley

The Sixth Form team would like to say a huge thank you to all
students who supported and helped at this week’s Open Evening.
Their support was appreciated by all teachers involved and shows
their commitment to serving the wider school community and to
being examples to follow. Well done everyone!

Sixth Form Netball Team
The York school’s city-wide
netball tournament finally got
back underway this week. Our
U19’s played like they’d not
had a moment away from the
court. We arrived with muted
expectations, but after an 8-2
win against Bootham B, thanks
to some excellent centre court
play from Holly Allison and Aimee Reed, we gradually started to
gain more belief. Up next were Queen Margaret’s who put up a
good fight, but AHS rallied back from 4-0 down to win 8-6 (largely
due to the indomitable defensive duo of Liv Goldsmith and Sophie
Watkins). Our toughest opponents on paper were All Saints, but the
fearless shooting combo of Mia Haendlmayer and Mia Rank Archies
brushed them aside by 8 goals to 4. With Jo Ro to face before the
semi-final, we needed a win to secure 1st in the group. Despite a
nervous start and excellent feeds from Eleanor Bulmer and support
from Hannah O’Connor, the girls sailed through to the Semi Finals
with a 4-3 win, the only team unbeaten in the group! The Semi’s saw
us face the talented side of Bootham A and we incredibly beat them
by 7 goals to 4, owed largely to Dev Wijeratne. Unfortunately, this
is where the winning journey came to an end and AHS lost 13-3 in
the final to a fierce St Peter’s side. However, they left with their heads
held high after some exhibitionary netball, resilience and team-work
shown by all players. Thank you to Miss Powell who gave up her
time to umpire and support. We look forward to our next game,
Miss Gavin.

AHS Green Leaders - Cimate Change

This week saw our young people work positively for the environment
and to get involved. The Year 12 Enrichment Group, ‘Green Leaders’,
took part in a virtual climate change conference. They were asked to
put questions to a panel on climate change held at York University,
'Rise to the moment'. The event was organised by Christian Aid, Young
Christian Climate Network, York Environment Sustainability Institute
and York University to reflect the international conference on climate
change taking place in Glasgow later this year.
One question from Sophie, 'How are you going
to influence people to care about climate
change' was put to the panel which included
the Archbishop of York and Rachel Maskell, MP.
All the students took the opportunity to take
positive action on the environment as a Green
Leader by asking challenging questions of
leaders in our community. All their questions
have been forwarded to Councillor Cullwick too, so let's see what
happens next. The conference itself can be seen by following the
link on the school website. Well done all, you've taken a step towards
change in York.

Message from Miss Balmer, Head of Year 12

Year 12 Volunteering - Year 12 students are now being invited to

sign up to volunteer around school each week. Again, this is all part
of their school journey, gaining experience and being role models to
younger students. We encourage all students to either volunteer by
supporting a member of staff in lessons, to mentor a Year 7/8 student
or become a Paired Reader. Training will be provided if required for
their role. Volunteering is an expectation of all students, to either
participate during a free period, during a registration period or during
their enrichment session on Wednesdays. We look forward to seeing
the many different ways our Year 12s support the wider school.
Career Ready Programme - Launched this week, an ideal for any
student not considering university and interested in employment
or an apprenticeship. Students must sign up online by half-term
and email Miss Balmer to let her know they have done so - https://
careerready.org.uk/career-ready/

Message from Miss Cox, Head of Year 13

Year 13 competitive entry - Students should now have submitted

their applications and registered for their admissions tests with Mrs
Tipping. This week saw a very productive meeting, with lots of last
minute questions being answered and clear progress being made.
Students appear to be in a strong position, which is encouraging
to see. We look forward to seeing all the opportunities which will
follow!
Year 13 Medicine applicants - There is a free online talk giving
students (and parents) the opportunity to learn about the interview
process and how they can prepare. There
will also be a Q&A session included as
part of the talk aimed at Year 13 students
who are in the process of submitting their
UCAS application to medical schools.
Students can sign up for the free talk on
either Saturday 16 October or Sunday 24 October, 11.00am, via the
website: https://www.medsip.co.uk/book-online

AHS Chaplaincy YouTube Channel
Archbishop Holgate’s School Chaplaincy
YouTube channel has material connected to
whole school worship and Collective Worship.
There are also moments of Reflection from the
school Chaplain and items reflecting our School
Values. The address is:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC68i0uL4LZNIIVcu8B03iqw/
about or you can search for it by name.
There you’ll find the latest weekly reflection. This is written by Rev Mark,
part of the chaplaincy team and explores how life is full of ups and
downs like a walk in the Dales. It also considers how we might respond
to these inevitable challenges:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l9H8Jj77eP8&t=16s
You will also find last week’s reflection which explores the words of
Jesus in the Gospel of John, ch10 v10 - “I have come that they might
have life and have it abundantly”. It looks at what that means for us
both as educators and as individuals: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Rhiv97O1Yds&t=10s
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Physical Education Department

“Equipping students with the knowledge, skills and motivation to live active, healthy lives.”

Cricket

Kickboxing

Congratulations to Fenton Griffiths (Y12)
has just been named Young Cricket Player
of the Year for the Senior Cricket York Vale
League Division 1. He
was presented with
his award on Saturday
at the end of season
awards night. He plays
for Stamford Bridge
Cricket Club.

Boxing
Leo Atang (Y10) was
boxing in the England
Boxing
Schools
Championships at the
weekend and is now
our National Champion.
Congratulations Leo!

Open Evening
Thank you to all the volunteers who
supported the PE department during
Open Evening on Tuesday. It was fantastic
to see so many students giving up their
time and being great ambassadors for the
school!

Last Saturday, Fin
Lorimer, led the main
event at his kickboxing
club and won his
match with 5 x 2
minute rounds.
The next morning
Fin
travelled
to
Chesterfield for the
WTKA European Open
where he won gold
against an 18 year old
opponent weighing
80kg to Fin’s 65kg.
We look forward to
hearing about his next
match in Liverpool.
Well done!

Extra-Curricular Sport
If your son/daughter has had recent
success in a sporting activity please contact
the school, we would love to promote
what they have done.

Rugby
Fantastic performances all round by Y10
and Y11 rugby teams against Manor. Great
to see Heeseung Lee make his debut!

School PE Kit Reminders
All PE kit should be clearly named. If a
student misplaces any PE kit, this makes
it easier to return items to their rightful
owner.
Students should now arrive at school in
their normal school uniform and NOT their
PE kit.
The optional PE hoodie can be used for
PE lessons, but we encourage students to
wear the reversible PE top as this is safer for
rugby.
Students will be asked to remove ALL
jewellery for PE lessons. This is a health and
safety precaution and must be adhered to.
Thank you.
www.archbishopholgates.academy
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MONDAY
LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.40pm)
- Y9 Football (Sports Hall)
AFTER SCHOOL (3.10-4.00pm)
- Y7/8/9/10 Netball (Tennis Courts)
- Y12/13 Basketball (Gym)
- Y7 Football (Sports Hall)
- Y8 Beginners Swimming (Pool)
- Y7/8/9 Rugby (Back Field)
TUESDAY
LUNCHTIME (12.10-12.30pm)
- Y8/10/12/13 Form Detentions (PE1)
LUNCHTIME (12.15-12.40pm)
- Y8/10 Badminton (Sports Hall)
AFTER SCHOOL (3.10-4.00pm)
- Y10 Football (Sports Hall)
- Y7/8 Girls’Football (Back Field)
- Y8 Football (Back Field)
- Y8/9 Basketball (Gym)
- Y7/8 Dance (Studio)
THURSDAY
LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.40pm)
- Y11 Fitness (Fitness Suite)
AFTER SCHOOL (3.10-4.00)
- Y9/10/11 Dance (Studio)
- Y9/10 Girls’Football (Back Field)
- Y9/10 Fitness (Fitness Suite)
FRIDAY
LUNCHTIME (12.15-12.40pm)
- Y7/9 Badminton (Sports Hall)
LUNCHTIME (1.10-1.30pm)
- Y7/9/11 Detentions (IT4)
AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.15)
- Y7 Rookie Lifeguard (Pool)
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