
 @AHSYork   Tel: 01904 411341   www.archbishopholgates.org

Values – Care – Achievement

School Newsletter 411
Thursday 7 October 2021

www.archbishopholgates.academy

Food for Thought
This week during Collective Worship form groups have been focussing 
on the fuel supply crisis we are currently facing, its causes and solutions.    
One of the quotes we have spent time thinking about is:
“Individually, we are one drop.  Together, we 
are an ocean.”
Ryunosuke Satoro, 20C Japanese Writer
To receive the daily Thought for the Day 
straight to your phone or other electronic 
device sign up to @AHSChaplaincy on Twitter.

Social Media  
Please follow us on Twitter @AHSYork or
Facebook to keep up to date with the latest news and events!

We welcome all feedback and thank all parents for 
their valuable contributions. If you have a query 
or simply an observation about the school please 
complete the form online.

AHS Feedback 

Head’s Introduction
Dear Parents and Carers,

This has been one of the smoothest starts 
to an academic year that I can remember 
with students returning to school keen and 
happy to be back with their friends, eager to 
learn, looking to make the most of the extra-
curricular and enrichment opportunities 
available to them as part of the ‘AHS Journey’.

Also, with the worsening weather, students are permitted to wear their 
AHS branded hoodie in lessons provided they are wearing their school 
jumper underneath.

E-safety - Pokemon Go
This week we are sharing a guide about the game ‘Pokemon Go’.  The 
game generally provides a positive experience, but there are still some 
safety concerns to consider.  Please ensure your child has read the 
guidance included in this Newsletter.

Upcoming Events

11 Oct
Fri 15 Oct

Mon 18 Oct
Wed 20 Oct
25-29 Oct

Mon 1 Nov
Mon 15 Nov

Restart a Heart Week
Y11 Information, Advice & Guidance Day
AHS Association, 7.00pm, SF Cafe
Y7 Form Tutor Parents’ Evening
Half Term
Students return
Y7-12 School Photographs (new date)

Introducing the Attendance & Welfare Support 
Officer
Hello, I’m Ms Hirst, the Attendance & Welfare 
Support Officer.  My role is to offer an intensive 
level of support to a number of students in school 
to help improve their attendance.  I work closely 
with students and families to try to remove any 
barriers which may be impacting on attendance 
or preventing them attending school. 
My role sits alongside the amazing support team 
in school and we work closely together to support 
all our students.
I have a passion for working with young people and have been working 
in a child and family support role for more than twenty years.
I aim to inspire students to want to attend school and aspire to achieve 
their full potential.  This in turn will lead to greater opportunities being 
available to them in the future.  Good attendance is the first step to 
success.  For any further information about the Intensive Attendance 
Officer role I can be contacted via email: ghirst@ahs.pmat.academy or 
by phone: 01904 411341. 

Admissions Consultation for 2023-24 Entry
This year's Admissions Consultation is being jointly held by all 
admissions authorities in the City of York between 4 October and 14 
November 2021.  The consultation includes the admissions policies 
and planned number of places available at each school for entry 
in September 2023.  For more information and to respond to the 
consultation, please visit the admissions page on our website or www.
york.gov.uk/AdmissionsConsultation

MFL Stars of the Week
Students were nominated by Language staff to receive an 

Effort merit, a postcard home and appear on the ‘Stars Wall’ 
for all their hard work:

           KS3 French - Star Harrison, 7MPe
           KS3 German - Sasha Crosby, 8CBr
           KS3 Spanish - Fearn Powell, 8Ob
           KS4 French - Betsy Greenway, 10MSt
           KS4 German - Michaela Lynch, 10Ps
           KS4 Spanish - Kornel Kotlarski, 9EWh
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Message from Head of Year 10
Year 10 have made an excellent start to the year, it’s very pleasing to see 
such positivity from students toward studying for their GCSEs.  It seems 
a long time ago that I became Head of this year group, but I feel so many 
of the students have already come a long way in their own personal 
journey over the last twelve months.  It is very pleasing to see that many 
of our students in Year 10 are not only becoming excellent academic 
students, but also impressive young people.  As they continue 
their Year 10 journey I hope our students take inspiration from 
the words of John 10:10 “I have come so that they may have 
life, and have it to the full”.
I was delighted that so many parents could join the Work 
Experience launch night on Monday.  Students will have 
their own assembly on Wednesday 6 October, when they 
will receive their log in for the NYBEP website and can begin 
to search for a work experience placement.  I’d like to stress 
again that the best work places always go first, so I encourage 
students to be as proactive as possible when looking for work 
experience placements.  Miss Robinson, Careers Advisor, and 
the Year 10 pastoral team will be on hand to help students 
who need extra support in finding a placement.  Finally, I 
will be putting useful information on the school website to 
help parents support their child in finding a Work Experience 
placement.  Please use this in the coming weeks and contact 
Miss Robinson directly (srobinson@ahs.pmat.academy) 
should you require further information or assistance.
I am very pleased that extra-curricular clubs are now back 
up and running, and that so many of our Year 10 students 
are making the most of the opportunities.  I am delighted 
that staff have been creative in their offer of clubs, with a 
vast range of extra-curricular opportunities for students to 
enjoy.  There are all the traditional sports and music clubs 
available to students, but also Backstage club, Music Tech 
club, Warhammer club, Gender Equality club and Craft club 
to name but a few!  I would encourage students to take advantage of 
these opportunities as this expands their horizons and allows them to 
meet new people with similar interests.
As we reach the half-way point of the first half-term, I wanted to take 
this opportunity to highlight the issue of attendance.  Over the last 
few weeks I am pleased to see that attendance is improving and that 
students are becoming more resilient toward colds and feeling under 
the weather.  It goes without saying that attendance at school is crucial to 
students’ success.  In order to give students the best chance of success, it 
is imperative that they try to miss little to no school days throughout the 
course of a year.  Recent studies have shown that absence from school 
has a significant impact on their success and can have a long-term 
impact through to their GCSEs.  A recent study has shown that of those 
students that have 100% attendance, 79% of them achieve 5+ good 
GCSEs.  At 95%, this figure falls to 69%.  At 90%, this falls even further 
to 53%, and by 85% attendance, this figure for success becomes 36%.  
When considering that 5% attendance is around 7 days absence, it really 
is important that students are in school every day.  To put this into further 
context, if your child has lower than 95% attendance, it means they are 
attending school less than the average child across the country.  We will 
do what we can to support the excellent attendance of students, and 
whilst some absence is genuinely unavoidable, we ask that any routine 
appointments are made outside of school hours, and that students are 
encouraged to come into school if they feel under the weather.  We have 
protocols and facilities to support students in school if they are feeling 

including the addition of a School Nurse to the AHS team.  If there is 
any way we can support your child in maintaining the highest possible 
standards of attendance, please get in touch via the email addresses 
below.
During Acts of Collective Worship, we have focussed on stories of 
resilience and making the most of opportunities that await students.  
This is their focus as part of the Year 10 journey and preparing for their 
GCSEs.  Over the first few weeks of term we have looked at ‘taking 

chances’, ‘making a fresh start’ and ‘supporting each other’.  
Last week this was brought together by focussing on the 
amazing story of Emma Raducanu winning the US Open 
this summer.  Many of our students were shocked to learn 
that she prepared for the tournament whilst studying 
for her A Levels (which she did very well in!) and showed 
impressive resilience after withdrawing from Wimbledon 
due to injury.  We also explored her background and 
upbringing, and informed students that Emma was not 
from a privileged background.  She made the most of her 
talents through hard work, determination and sacrifice.  The 
words on the sign outside Mr Daly’s office seem to be very 
relevant in this case, that ‘your present circumstances don’t 
determine where you go, they merely determine where you 
start’.
It has been lovely to see Year 10 in school uniform and on 
the whole the uniform has been excellent.  Please can 
we politely remind parents that trainers are not allowed, 
along with only one stud piercing allowed in each ear, nose 
piercings are not accepted and students must not come 
with these in to school.  Furthermore, as the season starts 
to change, it is crucial students wear their school jumpers to 
school, coats are of course allowed, and students can wear 
the AHS hoodie over their jumper in lessons.  If you have 
any questions or concerns please contact the Year 10 team, 
we want to make sure we work with families to ensure a 
successful year and that students follow the uniform policy. 

This year, we will be placing emphasis on Student Voice.  This has become 
much easier for students to access now that we have the routine use of 
Google Classroom and GMail across school.  Student Voice surveys will 
be released each week covering a variety of different issues ranging 
from: 
•  Extra-curricular activities  •  School catering
•  The schools Christian Values •  Bullying
•  Safeguarding issues  •  British Values
•  The list could go on...
Student Voice surveys can be accessed by students in a number of ways:
•  On their Year Group’s Google Classroom page
•  Sent to students via their school GMail account
•  Added to the Student Hub, which they can access via Google Chrome
Please encourage your child to have their say and complete the Student 
Voice Survey each week.  Student feedback provides us with an valuable 
insight that has already had a significant impact across school; eg, our 
extra-curricular provision now contains a variety of activities that were 
initially suggested via a Student Voice survey in the last summer term!
Finally, a huge thank you to Year 10 parents.  Your continued support and 
willingness to work with the pastoral team ensures consistent success 
for students.  Should you have any concerns or questions, please contact 
myself (navery@ahs.pmat.academy), our Assistant Head of Year, Miss 
Montagu (emontagu@ahs.pmat.academy) or our PSW, Mrs Johnstone 
(ejohnstone@ahs.pmat.academy) and we will be happy to respond.
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Curriculum Updates: What are students studying? 
The curriculum at Archbishop Holgate’s School has been carefully 
constructed to provide opportunities for students to develop socially, 
morally, spiritually and culturally, alongside maximising achievement in a 
broad and rich suite of qualifications that combine the academic rigour of 
traditional qualifications alongside vocational learning.
Please visit the school’s website for a detailed overview of our curriculum 
and the specific details of what students are studying across the curriculum.  
Further detailed information about our curriculum design and content can 
be found at: https://archbishopholgates.academy/curriculum/subjects/ 
Parents will also be provided with further details of what students are 
studying in our interim and full reports throughout the year, alongside 
our Parents' Evenings.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to 
contact either your child's specific teacher or Mr Williams, Acting Deputy 
Head (Curriculum, Target Setting & Assessment).

We will also highlight a specific year group each week, providing details of 
their programme of study this year: 

What will Year 7 study this year? 
English:  Students study three termly units that cover a 
range of reading and writing skills.  In Autumn, students 
study The Girl of Ink and Stars by Kiran Millwood 
Hargrave.  As part of this study, students look at Greek 
mythology, writing skills, thematic issues and wider 
literary texts.  In Spring term, students explore the world 
of Shakespeare before studying Macbeth.  Finally, in 
Summer, students study poetry through time; exploring poems from a 
wide range of geographical, historical and cultural backgrounds.
Maths: Students study a variety of mathematical areas, consolidating and 
extending basic topics in numeracy, data handling, probability, number 
patterns, algebra and graphs.  Throughout, students will be encouraged 
to develop their numerical fluency, ability to reason mathematically and 
problem-solving.  In Year 7 students follow a scheme of work that delves 
into their understanding of fundamental concepts and then extends these 
ideas to take in advanced techniques and challenging applications.
Science:  In Year 7 and 8 all students follow a curriculum designed to 
bridge their understanding of Science with the world around them.  Both 
years will study a mixture of Biology, Chemistry and Physics topics with Year 
8 material building on Year 7.  Topics include: 
     •  Cells  •  Electromagnetism •  Chemical Reactions
     •  Space •  Ecosystems  •  The Earth
RE:  As a Church of England Academy, the main aims of RE in Year 7 are:

•  To enable students to know about and understand Christianity as 
a living faith that influences the lives of people worldwide and as the 
religion that has most shaped British culture and heritage.
•  To enable students to know and understand about other major world 
religions and world views, their impact on society, culture and the wider 
world, enabling pupils to express ideas and insight.
•  To contribute to the development of students’ own spiritual/
philosophical convictions, exploring and enriching their own beliefs and 
values.

A detailed overview of the topics covered can be found on our subject 
website. 
Geography: Students developing the fundamental skills that will be used 
throughout the subject over the next few years.  The unit on wondrous
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places helps students to appreciate the beauty, diversity and uniqueness 
of different places around the globe.  The natural dangers and changing 
nature of our planet are explored through the unit on natural hazards, 
while students grow a better understanding of the physical context that 
surrounds them via their study of coastal, fluvial and glacial landscapes in 
Yorkshire.  Towards the end of the academic year we take our students on 
a trip to see Geography in action outside of the classroom by visiting the 
coast at Bridlington and Flamborough Head.
History:  Students will discover how medicine has evolved through time, 
focusing on the changes and continuities in medical development from 
the prehistoric period to the 21st Century.  Students will go on to study the 
significance of the Norman Conquest and the causes of the ‘religious roller-
coaster’ in Tudor Britain.  Students will then study arguably one of the most 
significant events in British History, the war between Crown and Parliament, 
before finally assessing the rise and decline of the British Empire. 
MFL (French, German, Spanish):  All students develop their listening, 
speaking, reading and writing skills.  They learn vocabulary such as 
numbers, colours, opinions and classroom phrases.  Students develop their 
understanding of grammar, including gender, plurals, regular verb endings 
and adjectival agreement.  They are able to give short spoken presentations, 
and understand others talking about themselves, their family and friends.  
They can also write short paragraphs expressing personal opinions and 
can use bilingual dictionaries to look up new words.  Topics covered include 
personal identity, school, hobbies and local area.
Art:  Throughout Year 7 students complete a series of observational 
drawing and painting to develop fine motor and observational skills.  
Through studying the work of Jasper Johns they are challenged to explore 
and create abstract painting and monoprint outcomes.  During the Spring 
term students generate repeated pattern designs inspired by African 
textiles and complete the year with a ceramic sculpture inspired by an 
underwater theme.
DT:  Students in Year 7 study all aspects of the design process, including 
how professional designers and manufacturers work together to develop 
and market new products.  The course includes aspects of architecture, 
electronic product design, engineering, graphic design and computer 
aided design and manufacture.
Food:  Students work with a selection of tools used to make a variety of 
food products.  Hand and electrical tools will be used.  At the same time 
they will be shown how to use key methods in food preparation to make 
simple tasty dishes.  The emphasis will be on basic cookery skills.  They 
will learn to use the hob/grill/oven safely and to handle knives and other 
equipment in a safe manner.  The course also covers hygiene and safety 
within the kitchen.
ICT:  Students move forwards from their basic IT and Computing skills 
developed in primary school and look at how to use software in a 
more professional manner.  They review their basic ICT skills, prepare a 
presentation about themselves, produce a number of spreadsheets for 
Harry Potter and discuss a number of issues regarding E-Safety.  They then 
finish off the year with some work on Logic (the background to computer 
programming) and create a Movie Trailer.
Music:  Students have access to high quality musical instruments, as well 
as state-of-the-art Apple Mac computer systems to explore music through 
composing, performing, listening and appraising.  The musical projects at 
Key Stage 3 are designed to be engaging and motivating for beginners, 
developing players and for musically experienced students too.
PE:  Through a broad and balanced programme of study it is our intent 
that students will develop physical, technical and tactical sporting skills; 
enhanced by an embedded focus on mental skills such as resilience, 
determination and confidence.  It is hoped these very qualities lead to 
improved concentration, attitude, and academic progress across the 
school.  Students will experience: swimming, rugby, football, dance, 
badminton, fitness, netball and more.  For further details, explore our PE 
Journey.
Textiles:  In KS3, students will be taught how to thread and operate a 
sewing machine safely and correctly.  They will complete a wide range of 
focused practical tasks and produce a product inspired by abstract art.  The 
emphasis of this project is to develop their understanding of decorative 
techniques, modern and smart materials.  Students will also produce an 
innovative product using recycled textiles.
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VACANCIES
Archbishop Holgate’s School

Teacher of Music
Main Scale, from January 2022

(Applications close: 15 October, 8.00am)
School Assistant and Exams Support Coordinator
Grade 4 – £14,021 per annum (this is the pro rata salary)
Part Time (32.5 hpw), Term Time Only, 8.20am–3.20pm

(Applications close: 15 October, 8.00am)
Cover Teacher

M1 – £25,714 per annum
Full Time, Fixed Term until 22 July 2023

Administration and Attendance Assistant
Grade 4 (£15,962 to £16,934 pro rata)

37 hpw, Term Time Only
(Applications close: 8 October, 8.00am)

Cleaning Assistant
Required as soon as possible

Part Time (15 hpw), Term Time Only, 3.30-6.30pm
£9.50 per hour

Midday Supervisory Assistant
Grade 2 (£17,842 per annum, reduced pro rata)

Part Time, 10 hpw, Term Time Only

For more information visit:
www.archbishopholgates.academy/staff/vacancies

Pathfinder MAT is an equal opportunities employer, committed to 
safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children.  

Enhanced DBS check will be required

OF THE WEEK

Benevolence:  Noun - the quality of being well meaning; 
kindness.  “As a prosperous commercial town it has numerous 
scientific, educational and benevolent institutions.”

PLEASE SHARE:  If you would like to share students’  
achievements and events in the community, please email 

jsissons@ahs.pmat.academy.  It’s always nice to celebrate our 
school community.

Music Extra-curricular
The Music extra-curricular timetable from Mrs Morrison and the team 
is included with this Newsletter.  We now also have a team of 14 tutors 
working in school each week offering instrumental and vocal lessons 
which can be requested via the school website under ‘AHS Journey/
Enrichment Opportunities’.
Mrs Morrison, in partnership with the Arts Council and York Music 
Hub, has been working extremely hard to put in place as many new 
and exciting extra-curricular opportunities as possible to support both 
the return to school and effective transition.  This is on top of the usual 
activities that the music department delivers each week.  The Music 
Technology Course was very popular last term and will run again 
for 6 weeks starting Monday 11 October, 5.00-7.00pm, in the Music 
department within the Sixth Form block.  Spaces are limited, so early 
booking is essential and there are free bursary places available - please 
book via Rockgodacademy: www.rockgodacademy.com or contact 
Mrs Morrison for more information: cmorrison@ahs.pmat.academy.

Careers Corner

Year 10 Work Experience has now been launched and it’s time to 
start finding placements!  If you or your child have any questions, 
please contact Miss Robinson: srobinson@ahs.pmat.academy.  I 
will also be offering a WEX drop-in session on Monday and Tuesday 
lunchtimes, 12.10-12.50pm, should students need any help.

School Menu - w/c 4 October

@AHS_Year7Kl:  Year 7 are 
making flapjacks today!  @
AHSYork
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Message from Miss Cox, Head of Year 13
The internal deadline for UCAS competitive admissions has now passed, all students should now have 
submitted their application.  The UCAS deadline is Friday 15 October, however applications are submitted 
before this date so that staff are able to add their references.  Students should also have booked in their 
admissions tests if applicable.  If they haven’t done so, they must see Miss Cox immediately.
Year 13 Winter Mock Exams are almost upon us.  Students will be revising in class the week before and 
after half-term.  They should be very busy at home revising and we look forward to seeing the fruits of 
their labour and devising plans to support their continued progress following them. 

Message from Mrs Balmer, Head of Year 12
Year 12 will be embarking on their volunteering over the next week 
- we can’t wait to see them in action as they help to support our 
school community in all sorts of ways.  Some will be supporting 
the paired reading programme, others will be mentoring students 
across Year 7-11 and others will be helping staff in lessons.  
Volunteering is a fantastic way to enrich the Sixth Form experience 
and to give back to the school community.
We are now moving into the final couple of weeks in which 
students can sign up for the Career Ready programme - a 
fantastic opportunity for students to meet industry leaders from 
across the city and develop their skills ahead of employment or 
apprenticeships after Sixth Form.  If interested, students should 
use the link on Google Classroom to sign up and then email Mrs 
Balmer.

Assistant Head: Director of Sixth Form, 
Mrs De Lashley
Year 11 Information, Advice and Guidance (IAG) Day
Year 11 will be joining the Sixth Form for a day on Friday 15 October.  
They will attend five Sixth Form lessons of their choice and enjoy 
lunch provided.  They should wear their own clothes.  Students 
were sent a link on Friday to select five subject choices.   Students 
should choose subjects they want to find out more about, it is not 
a commitment to study them next year and we cannot guarantee 
a subject advertised will run as they are subject to demand.  
Some subjects do have entry requirements and these will be 
discussed with students during individual meetings taking place 
in November, the requirements are advertised on our website 
and will be in the prospectus released later this month.  For now 
students should select what they are interested in.  Any questions, 
please do get in touch via fde.lashley@ahs.pmat.academy.

AHS Chaplaincy YouTube Channel
Archbishop Holgate’s School Chaplaincy 
YouTube channel has material connected to 
whole school worship and Collective Worship.  
There are also moments of Reflection from the 
school Chaplain and items reflecting our School 
Values. The address is:

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC68i0uL4LZNIIVcu8B03iqw/
about or you can search for it by name.
There you’ll find the latest weekly reflection.  This looks at how the 
disciples argued over who was the greatest among them, a trap that 
we might similarly fall into.  And examines what Jesus means when he 
tells them that they need to be child-like:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tuttTBL4-14
You will also find last week’s reflection which was written by Rev 
Mark, part of the chaplaincy team and explored how life is full of ups 
and downs like a walk in the Dales.  It also considered how we might 
respond to these inevitable challenges:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l9H8Jj77eP8&t=16s

Art Department Offer - Pencil Crayon Colours
After listening to student feedback, the Art department will be 
introducing more colourful homework tasks for Year 7 and 8 this year.  
Previously, we had limited colourwork to extension tasks because we 
were conscious that not all students have access to 
colours at home. However, it is clear that students 
would appreciate a greater variety of homework 
challenges and therefore we are offering parents 
the opportunity to purchase good quality pencil 
crayons at an affordable price and students who 
qualify for Pupil Premium will receive a pack for 
free.
The pencil crayons we are offering are Lakeland 
pencils, excellent quality and the same as used in 
our art classrooms.  They cost £1.92 for 12 pencils 
(RRP £4.20).  For those looking for a set of extra 
special pencil colours we can also supply a tin of 
24 Derwent Studio pencils for £14.05 (RRP £35). 
Letters have been sent home, orders can be 
placed via ParentPay on the school website 
by Monday 18 October.  There is no need to 
purchase if your child already has their own crayons or if they qualify for 
Pupil Premium.  We hope this will help our students produce inspiring 
sketchbooks that they are proud of.  (The prices above are catalogue 
prices from our supplier and there are no other costs to parents in our 
KS3 Art & Design Curriculum).
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  MONDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.40pm)
      -   Y9 Football (Sports Hall)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.10-4.00pm)
      -   Y7/8/9/10 Netball (Tennis Courts)
      -   Y12/13 Basketball (Gym)
      -   Y7 Football (Sports Hall)
      -   Y8 Beginners Swimming (Pool)
      -   Y7/8/9 Rugby (Back Field)

   TUESDAY
       LUNCHTIME (12.10-12.30pm)
      -   Y8/10/12/13 Form Detentions (PE1)
       LUNCHTIME (12.15-12.40pm)
      -   Y8/10 Badminton (Sports Hall)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.10-4.00pm)
      -   Y10 Football (Sports Hall)
      -   Y7/8 Girls’ Football (Back Field)
      -   Y8 Football (Back Field)
      -   Y8/9 Basketball (Gym)
      -   Y7/8 Dance (Studio)

   THURSDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.40pm)
      -   Y11 Fitness (Fitness Suite)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.10-4.00)
      -   Y9/10/11 Dance (Studio)
      -   Y9/10 Girls’ Football (Back Field)
      -   Y9/10 Fitness (Fitness Suite)

   FRIDAY
      LUNCHTIME (12.15-12.40pm)
      -   Y7/9 Badminton (Sports Hall)
       LUNCHTIME (1.10-1.30pm)
      -   Y7/9/11 Detentions (IT4)
       AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.15)
      -   Y7 Rookie Lifeguard (Pool)

Physical Education Department
“Equipping students with the knowledge, skills and motivation to live active, healthy lives.”

Rugby
The York City Knights are pleased to 
announce a new girls’ rugby development 
programme to be spearheaded by 
England international and Knights Ladies 
star, Grace Field, with Director of Rugby, 
Lindsay Anfield, and Head of Performance, 
Adam Cuthbertson.  The new programme 
offering sessions for girls from Y6-13, 
Coaching Clinics will offer youngsters the 
chance to develop their rugby by learning 
from the best.  The girls will then be split 
into age groups with training tailored to 
meet their development needs. 
Starts 4 October, for all age groups to meet 
at York St John University’s Sports Park on 
Haxby Road, Anfield and Cuthbertson will 
kick off the programme. 
The programme will increase the playing 
opportunity for younger girls and see 
more local girls play for the first team and 
become the best team in the country with 
a thriving grassroots programme.
Sessions are free of charge, open access 
and all abilities welcome.

Athletics
Lottie Langan 
(Y10) took part 
in the London 
Mini Marathon 
on Sunday.  The 
London Mini 
Marathon brings 
together the best junior runners from all 
over the country to run the last 2.6k of the 
marathon course.  Lottie was in the U15 
race representing Yorkshire and came 7th 
overall and helped the Yorkshire team win 
the team event.  An absolutely amazing 
achievement.  Well done Lottie!!

Football
Year 7 boys had their first fixture on 
Monday evening and despite a loss, the 
team had many positives that came from 
the game to build upon.  Goals were 
scored by Oscar Dawson with a long range 
free kick and also Oscar Duncan and Lucas 
Allitt were able to get on the score sheet. 
The boys hope to bounce back with a win 
next week against All Saints.
The Year 11 boys had their first fixture 
for almost two years against All Saints, 
but showed no signs of rustiness as they 
prevailed to a 8-1 win in the torrential rain.  
Great team performance all round with 
Noah Hill, Joe Taylor, 
Sebi Ackerley and James 
White getting on the 
score sheet. Player of 
the match goes to Noah 
Dunn with a hat trick 
including an impressive 
third from a free kick to 
complete this.

Netball
Big shout out to the Year 11 girls who took 
part in a netball tournament at Jo Ro.  They 
played brilliantly together and despite the 
weather were in high spirits.  Unfortunately, 
we don’t know the results as of yet due to 
the weather stopping the game.  However, 
all-in-all, a great representation of our 
school.  Well done!
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Maths Homework
Year 7-10:  Maths homework sheets are designed to aid memory and 
retention.  Students are set 10 questions each week (plus a more wordy/
problem solving type question) based on topics taught in the previous 
year's scheme of work.  Each term, students will be given a help sheet 
which details what topic each question is based on, some key facts/
examples and a suggestion of Hegarty videos they can watch for further 
help.  Their class teacher will also model the solutions to Week 1, so that 
students always have something to refer back to.

If students work through these questions relatively quickly, there is a 
Bright Sparks task each week where they can create their own question 
(and mark scheme) based on a particular topic.

Year 11:  We use homework in Year 11 to prepare students for sitting their 
exams in the summer term.  This year, weekly maths homework will take 
one of two formats…

1)  Full Past Exam Paper – Students will be asked to complete one GCSE 
paper every month (80 marks).  They will be given 2 weeks to complete 
this to the very best of their ability.  This is not a test – students should 
use these papers as a revision tool.  They can use class books, revision 
guides, Hegarty Maths videos, our revision padlet (www.padlet.com/
hcrabtreeAHS/GCSErevision) etc to look up methods they may have 
forgotten.  There will be a table printed on the front cover, detailing 
which topic each question is along with a suggestion of a Hegarty 
video they can watch for help. 

2)  ‘First 50 marks’ –  we’re finding that far too many ‘silly’ mistakes are 
being made on the first half of a GCSE paper.  To that end, students 
will be given the first 50(ish) marks of a paper to complete which will 
then be self/peer marked in class.  The more exposure students have to 
these questions, the more successful they'll be in the real thing.  As we 
say to our students...'the only way to revise maths is to DO maths.'

Four-week Homework Rota  -  Year 11
Week 1 & 2 – Full GCSE Paper

Week 3 – First 50 marks of a non-calculator paper

Week 4 – First 50 marks of a calculator paper

As always, there are resources on Google Classroom if students need 
more support (numeracy padlet, revision padlet, help sheets, etc...) as well 
as activities to stretch (AG&T booklets, UKMT challenge questions, ATM 
Maths Snacks Videos).
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