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Social Media  
Please follow us on Twitter @AHSYork or
Facebook to keep up to date with the latest news and events!

We welcome all feedback and thank all parents for 
their valuable contributions. If you have a query 
or simply an observation about the school please 
complete the form online.

AHS Feedback 

Head’s Introduction
Dear Parents and Carers,
It was great to welcome students back into 
school for what will be another busy and 
exciting half term looking forward to the 
Christmas Fayre and Minster Service.

Bike Security
Unfortunately, there are currently criminal gangs operating in York in 
terms of bike theft and at the start of this week we were victims of bike 
crime.  The advice we have received is that a ‘D-lock’ is the most secure 
method to lock bikes and deter thieves.  The school will continue to 
report any criminal activity to the Police.  We would also recommend 
that families insure students’ bikes.  As ever, we appreciate your support 
with this matter.

Upcoming Events

3-5 Nov
Mon 8 Nov
10-12 Nov

Mon 15 Nov
17-19 Nov

Wed 24 Nov
Fri 26 Nov

Bewerley Park Residential Trip (Group 1)
Beauty and the Beast - School Show
Bewerley Park Residential Trip (Group 2)
Y7-12 School Photographs
Bewerley Park Residential Trip (Group 3)
Y9 Parents’ Evening
Training Day (School closed to students)

Annual Christmas Fayre
Save the date!  We are holding our annual Christmas Fayre on Friday 
3 December.  In order for this to be a success, we would welcome 
donations of the following items.
Chocolate, sweets that can be split and re-bagged, books, stationery 
items and any unwanted gifts.  Items can be brought to form rooms and 
given to tutors, handed in at the Year 7 Library or brought to Reception.  
Thank you in advance for your donations, the Christmas Fayre is the main 
source of income for the AHS Unity Fund.  We also have a whole host 
of outside stall holders selling everything from jewellery to chocolate 
bouquets.  More details will be available nearer the time, but please 
make a note of Friday 3 December on your calendar. 

Beauty and the Beast
You are warmly invited to be our guest on Monday 8 November, 
6.00pm, to watch a premiere screening of the AHS production of 
Disney's Beauty and the Beast.

The performance will be shown on our big screen in the main school 
hall and will be approximately 2 hours including a 15 minute interval. 
This is a free event, but please note that due to Covid restrictions, ticket 
numbers are strictly limited to a total of 100 and to 2 per family and 
will be released on a first come first served basis.  Audience tickets can 
be booked in advance via: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAI
pQLSfQlp1BpeVCPX58ZFXdYLFGiZXHsxPh9wjGYDKpvlrtBh2M_A/
viewform.  Cast members do not need a ticket, but will need to register 
their attendance via the School Show Class on Google Classroom.  We 
will be asking family groups to sit together.  We would also ask that 
people take a lateral flow test prior to arriving and strongly encourage 
the wearing of masks while in the school building. 
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Message from Head of Year 7

We are so happy to welcome Year 7 back for another exciting half term, 
admittedly one of our favourites.  This half term includes three Bewerley 
Park residentials, the Christmas Party and our special end of term treat.
We would like to give you an insight into some of what Year 7 will be 
studying over the course of this half term.  In English, students will 
continue their reading and study of a fantastic novel called ‘The Girl of 
Ink and Stars’.  In addition to analysing the author’s characterisation and 
plot, students will explore how they can ‘magpie’ ideas in the creation 
of their own narrative opening.  As well as this, in their literacy and 
enrichment lessons once a week, Year 7s will have lots of fun exploring 
different Greek Myths and their origins. In Computing, students 
will be learning about ESafety.  Topics include Cyber bullying, Social 
Networking, Malware and Social Engineering. In design technology 
students will undertake a practical activity in the workshop creating 
their own wooden Blockhead using machinery and hand tools.  In 
maths, they will focus on consolidating algebra skills; look at solving 
equations, sequences and straight-line graphs.  In textiles, students will 
be developing their sewing machine skills, experimenting with repeat 
patterns and constructing a tablet or book cover inspired by abstract 
art.  In Geography students will be studying ‘Wonders of our world’ 
- looking at the human and physical Geography of amazing places 
around the world from the Palm Jumeriah to the Great Barrier Reef.  In 
Science, students continue with the three topics - organisms, matter 
and forces.  They will then have an assessment on these three topics.  
In art, students will be working on developing a wider understanding 
of colour theory and looking at the artwork of Jasper Johns.  They will

tackle their first painting challenge, working from a choice of colour 
ways; complementary, harmonious or monochromatic colour.  Towards 
the latter stages of the half-term students will produce a monoprint also 
inspired by Jasper Johns.  And in PE, will take part in fitness and team 
building, swimming, football, basketball, netball and rugby. 
A key focus for this half term, now that students have settled, is increasing 
independence, organisation and specifically regarding homework.  We 
have been absolutely thrilled with how well Year 7 have adapted to the 
rigour of the expectations of secondary homework and are certain that 
they will continue to excel.  Students began by having a 24-hour grace 
period when they did not have their homework, this then adapted 
to students no longer having the grace period and receiving an after-
school detention if a homework is not completed.  This system will now 
continue and students should be aiming to complete all homework, 
as those students with 5 or more ‘No Homeworks’ will not be invited to 
join the Reward Christmas Party.  In order to support with homework, 
we run Homework Club for Year 7 in IT3, and Miss Kincell joins on a 
Tuesday to support with organisation.  All homework should have also 
been uploaded to Google Classroom with all supporting documents 
provided to ensure students can fulfil all of their tasks. 
We love to reward out students and give as many opportunities as 
possible, so I would like to take this opportunity to notify you of our 
Bright Spark’s Challenge.  The Bright Spark’s Challenge is a wonderful 
way for students to ‘Join In’.  It is a chance for students to showcase their 
individual talents as students can create their entries in any format they 
wish.  We have seen essays, paintings, cakes, songs, PowerPoints- all 
sorts!  We host this opportunity each half term and the winners are 
invited to breakfast with Mr Daly.  The rules and prizes:

•   Choose up to 3 challenges
•   Complete work in any format you wish (copies with tutors/in the
     library)
•   Return to Mr Lever before the deadline – end of term
•   Winners receive a £10 gift voucher
•   Breakfast with Mr Daly
•   The form with the most entries also wins a prize

We hope your child is ready and raring to go for another fantastic half 
term, please contact the Year 7 team if we can support you in any way.
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MFL Stars of the Week
Students were nominated by Language staff to receive an 

Effort merit, a postcard home and appear on the ‘Stars Wall’ 
for all their hard work:

           KS3 French - Lula Garcia
           KS3 German - Sophie Beard
           KS3 Spanish - Jak Carey & Dominic Charlesworth
           KS4 French - Caitlin Casey
           KS4 German - Rory Ekers
           KS4 Spanish - Alexandra Ward

Wellbeing at Archbishop Holgate's School 
Over the past year we have made lots of changes to our Wellbeing 
offer in school such as our new four-pronged approach to wellbeing; 
#AHS-care #Selfcare #Selfhelp and #Support.  As part of these we have 
introduced our new form time Mindfulness programme during the 
drift-in complete with Mindfulness Booklets and daily Wellbeing slides. 
We have a new Wellbeing website and Twitter account (@AHS_
wellbeing) which shares more about our offer in school and what we 
have been getting up to.  We have weekly Wellbeing News shared in form 
time and weekly Parent Wellbeing Newsletters.  Alongside this students 
have access to more qualified staff in school from a Wellbeing Worker 
to the School Counsellor and access to the Wellbeing Hub.  This year 
we have also launched the new Wellbeing Ambassador programme 
which when completed will mean there will be two members of each 
form group in every year who will be qualified Wellbeing Ambassadors. 
But our next venture is the most exciting yet!  AHS is seeking to gain 
the Wellbeing Award with Award Place.  This award is a very stringent 
process which will include a review of our current offer and look for 
further ways we can ensure that mental health and wellbeing sit at 
the heart of our school community.  As part of this we will be asking 
parents to complete a survey next half term to help us on our journey 
to achieving the Wellbeing Award.  So watch this space!

News from the English Department
Each half term, the English department will be 
recommending a novel for KS4 students to read.  
Well done to everyone who read our autumn 1 
KS4 Book of the Half Term, ‘The Woman In Black’.
All English teachers have copies of the KS4 Book 
of the Half Term in their classrooms, so if your 
child would like to read it, they just have to ask.
Miss Parsloe is also running a Year 10 Book Club every Thursday 
lunchtime, 12.20-12.45pm, in En2 for students to discuss the novel 
as they are reading it or simply to chat about books and share book 
recommendations.  To sign up for this, Year 10 students should see Miss 
Parsloe in En2 or their English teacher. 
Presenting our KS4 Book of the Half Term for autumn 2:  ‘All endings are 
also beginnings.  We just don’t know it at the time…’

On his eighty-third birthday, Eddie, a lonely 
war veteran, dies in a tragic accident trying 
to save a little girl at the fairground.  With 
his final breath, he feels two small hands in 
his – and then nothing.  He awakens in the 
afterlife, where he learns that heaven is not a 
lush Garden of Eden but a place where your 
earthly life is explained to you by five people 
who were in it.  These people may have been 
loved ones or distant strangers.  Yet each of 
them changed your path forever.
The Five People You Meet in Heaven is a 
wonderfully moving story that addresses 
the meaning of life and life after death – we 
promise you’ll love it!  Ms Evans (KS4 English 
Lead)

Health & Social Care Students of the Term
Well done to all students in Health & Social Care who have made such 
an excellent start to the year, especially the following who have all been 
awarded the 'Health & Social Care student of the term':
9C: Destdina Han - You are sunshine in human form.  Thank you for 
working so hard from start to finish.
9N: Libby Arrand - Great effort this half term - keep it up.
10N: Summer Langhorn - Well done for working hard on learning the 
different factors that affect development.
10C: Melissa Montgomery - For being resilient and motivated every 
single lesson. 
11C: Jessica Dickinson - For always putting 110% effort to her work, 
homework and answers.
12A: Georgia Handley - For starting off Year 12 brilliantly.  You have 
worked so hard Georgia, well done! 
12C: Jessica Simpson - You’ve transitioned to Year 12 brilliant Jess - kept 
on top of all your work and excelled with your coursework in particular. 
13C: Jemma Blanchard - You are amazing. 

Art Department - KS3 Pencil Crayon Order Update
If you ordered a set of pencil crayons 
before half-term, these have now 
arrived in school and will be handed 
out during your son/daughters next Art 
lesson.  We look forward to seeing the 
colourful outcomes that these will bring 
to our homework tasks over the coming 
months.  Mr Nicholson, Head of Art

Palindrome Challenge
Next Friday, 12 November, when written in the form 12.11.21 is 
a palindromic number because it reads the same forwards and 
backwards.  To mark the occasion we are holding a Palindrome 
Challenge in the Resource Centre all next week.  Students are invited to 
come along for lots of numeracy and literacy challenges.
Prize draw question:  Can you name the previous and the next 
palindromic date written in the format DD.MM.YY?  How about the 
format DD.MM.YYYY?  Entries to be handed in to the Resource Centre 
by 3.10pm on 12.11.21.

Christmas Cross Stitch Club

www.archbishopholgates.academy
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VACANCIES
Archbishop Holgate’s School

Cleaning Assistant
Required as soon as possible

Part Time (15 hpw), Term Time Only, 3.30-6.30pm
£9.50 per hour

Midday Supervisory Assistant
Grade 2 (£17,842 per annum, reduced pro rata)

Part Time, 10 hpw, Term Time Only

For more information visit:
www.archbishopholgates.academy/staff/vacancies

Pathfinder MAT is an equal opportunities employer, committed to 
safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children.  

Enhanced DBS check will be required

PLEASE SHARE:  If you would like to share students’  
achievements and events in the community, please email 

jsissons@ahs.pmat.academy.  It’s always nice to celebrate our 
school community.

Careers Corner

Network Rail Apprenticeships – 
Applications Open

Join our apprenticeship programme and earn a competitive salary, 
while studying towards qualifications.  You’ll also pay your part 
in delivering projects that matter to families, friends, colleagues 
and businesses across the UK.  For more information visit: https://
mailchi.mp/a0facccf2924/network-rail-apprenticeships-apply-
now-1046106?e=09176908c6

Democracy:  Noun; a system of government by the whole 
population or all the eligible members of a state, typically 
through elected representatives.  “They feared a threat to 
democracy.”

OF THE WEEK

@AHS_Wellbeing:  
#PositiveQuote of the 
day

School Menu - w/c 8 NovemberAdmissions Consultation for 2023-24 Entry
This year's Admissions Consultation is being jointly held by all admissions 
authorities in the City of York between 4 October and 14 November 
2021.  The consultation includes the admissions policies and planned 
number of places available at each school for entry in September 
2023.  For more information and to respond to the consultation, 
please visit the admissions page on our website or www.york.gov.uk/
AdmissionsConsultation

Food for Thought
This week during Collective Worship form groups have been focussing 
on Parliament Week and this year’s theme of ‘Small Actions - Big 
Changes’.  Politics is not only about political parties, politicians and 
the government.  Politics in action is everyday people, in everyday 
communities making a change.  One of the quotes we have spent 
time thinking about is:
“In a gentle way, you can shake the world.’
Mahatma Ghandi”
To receive the daily Thought for the Day 
straight to your phone or other electronic 
device sign up to @AHSChaplaincy on 
Twitter.
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Message from Miss Cox, Head of Year 13
Year 13 progression - A reminder that students applying for 
University need to have completed their UCAS application by 17 
November.  This includes the admin part of the application and 
their personal statement.  All materials from Enrichment Week 
and UCAS guides etc. are on the Year 13 Google Classroom and 
they have two more progression form sessions.  There are also 
UCAS support drop-in sessions on a Tuesday P6 in the Sixth 
Form Library. 

Competitive Entry admissions tests/ interviews - If 
students are unable to sit their tests in controlled conditions 
due to Covid-19, they will need to contact the university directly, 
unfortunately this is not something that we can change. 

Apprenticeships - There are a number of opportunities 
coming through, these are also shared on the Year 13 Google 
Classroom.  If students would like a Careers Appointment then 
these can be booked with Sarah Robinson via form tutors.  
Again, the apprenticeship resources from Enrichment Week are 
available on their Google Classroom. 

Career ready - The Career Ready final session and New You 
Graduation will take place for Year 13 career ready students on 
Wednesday 17 November at the York Grand Hotel. 

Message from Mrs Balmer, Head of Year 12
Year 12 students were a big help at the Sixth Form Open Evening on 
Tuesday and were a credit to the school.  We look forward to students 
increasingly getting the opportunity to support and contribute to the 
wider life of the school.
Year 12 students who would like to become Student Leaders should 
have submitted their applications by Friday 5 November.  We look 
forward to welcoming new students into the student leadership 
team - this will be an excellent way to become involved in the school 
community, develop leadership skills and will look great on future 
applications.
All students should now be volunteering each week.  They should get 
their volunteering signature sheet signed each time.  We hope this will 
be a really valuable experience and again will help to bolster future 
applications in Year 13.

Assistant Head: Director of Sixth Form, 
Mrs De Lashley
Sixth Form Open Evening - Thank you to all the families that came 
to Open Evening on Tuesday.  It was a busy and productive evening 
with much excitement around the school.  If you missed the evening or 
require any next steps information, please do get in touch:  swalton@
ahs.pmat.academy 

Year 13 Winter Mock Exams - These commence next week with 
two sittings per day.  Students must arrive promptly at Black Square 
ten minutes before their timetabled exam start time with their exam 
candidate number.  We look forward to discussing their outcomes 
with you during Parents’ Evening in December.



 @AHSYork   Tel: 01904 411341   www.archbishopholgates.orgwww.archbishopholgates.academy

Physical Education Department
“Equipping students with the knowledge, skills and motivation to live active, healthy lives.”

Message from PE Department
The PE department would like to welcome 
all students back to what hopefully will be 
a fantastic year full of sport!
There is always a lot of information given 
to students during the first weeks back 
to school and can be a lot for students to 
take on board (especially our new Year 
7 students).  We will be emphasising the 
importance of using Google Classroom 
where students can access general PE 
information, their Programme of Study, the 
Extra-Curricular Programme, Community 
Links and a curriculum map outlining what 
students study each year.

School PE Kit
A reminder that all PE kit should be clearly 
named.  If a student misplaces any PE kit, 
this makes it easier to return items to their 
rightful owner.
The department would like to clarify that 
the optional PE hoodie can be used for 
PE lessons, but we encourage students to 
wear the reversible PE top as this is safer for 
rugby.
Please check PE kit - we have loaned a lot 
of spare kit since September which hasn’t 
been returned.  If you have any PE kit with 
‘AHS’ written on the label, please return 
items to school.  Thank you.

Extra-Curricular Sport
If your son/daughter has had recent 
success in a sporting activity please contact 
the school, we would love to promote 
what they have done. 

PE Uniform
Reminder that students will be asked to 
remove ALL jewellery for PE lessons.  This 
is a health and safety precaution and must 
be adhered to. Thank you.

PE Kit - Period 1
As we move closer to a sense of normality, 
students should now arrive at school in 
their normal school uniform and NOT their 

Extra-curricular PE
The new timetable is now live with many 
different activities try.  Remember, clubs 
are a relaxed environment with a focus 
on participation and enjoyment, students 
don’t have to be selected in teams if they 
don’t wish to be involved.
Fixtures are also back this year, so if you 
would like to be a part of a team then make 
sure you attend training to be eligible for 
selection.  It was fantastic to see so many 
students taking part in after school sport 
this week!


