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Social Media  
Please follow us on Twitter @AHSYork or
Facebook to keep up to date with the latest news and events!

We welcome all feedback and thank all parents for 
their valuable contributions. If you have a query 
or simply an observation about the school please 
complete the form online.

AHS Feedback 

Upcoming Events

Fri 26 Nov
Fri 3 Dec

Wed 8 Dec
Thu 9 Dec

Wed 15 Dec
Fri 17 Dec
Tue 4 Jan

Training Day (School closed to students)
Christmas Fayre, 5.00-8.00pm
Carol Service, York Minster
Christmas Lunch
Y13 Parents’ Evening
School finishes for Christmas holidays, 12.10pm
Students return

Head’s Introduction
Dear Parents and Carers,

You will have now received a copy of the 
school’s Ofsted inspection report and I’d like 
to thank families for all the kind messages we 
have received.  (The report is available on the 
school’s website: https://archbishopholgates.
academy/14561/archbishop-holgates-judged-
outstanding-in-all-areas-by-ofsted/

I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who joined us for 
Year 9 Parents’ Evening yesterday, we appreciate the positive feedback.

Minster Carol Service - Further information about how to book tickets 
for the Minster Carol Service (Wednesday 8 December) is included in 
this Newsletter.

Annual Christmas Fayre - We look forward to welcoming our school 
community to the annual Christmas Fayre next Friday, 3 December, 
doors open at 5.00pm.

Introducing Miss Kincell, Head of Year 7
This is my fifth year working at AHS and I can 
honestly say that each year has been a privilege. 
Becoming the Head of Year 7 has been an absolute 
honour to support students with their transition 
from primary school and watch them flourish 
throughout the next steps on their journey. 
Alongside my pastoral role I am a classroom 
teacher, teaching lots of different subjects within 
the humanities, such as Guidance, PSHCE and RE, but my primary 
subjects are History up to GCSE and Politics at A Level. 
It is my goal to ensure that students in my care, both in my year group 
and classroom, are safe and able to thrive.  This is achieved through 
knowing each child as an individual and adapting to their personal 
needs both academically and pastorally.  A huge element of my role 
is supporting transition, getting to know each child before they even 
arrive and ensuring that we have a wealth of support in place for them 
in advance. 
I am very proud of the Year 7 team and form tutors.  It is made up of 
myself, Miss Cooper our Assistant Head of Year, Miss Powell our Pastoral 
Support Worker and specialist Year 7 form tutors who remain Year 7 form 
tutors each year.  We think it is essential to triangulate communication, 
seeing the students every day, at break, lunch and before school and 
then to consistently be in touch with parents.  We know it is important 
to students to know us, know we will be there and that they can trust us, 
and we understand that this is also exactly the same for parents.  I can 
truly give our word, that when students or parents need our support, 
guidance or even just our time, we will always be there.  So If there is 
anything we can do, please do get in touch. 

AHS Chaplaincy YouTube Channel
Archbishop Holgate’s School Chaplaincy 
YouTube channel has material connected to 
whole school worship and Collective Worship. 
We are delighted to have received a message 
of congratulations from Archbishop Stephen 
Cottrell on the school’s receipt of an Outstanding grading from Ofsted.  
He speaks with warmth about our community, the challenges of Covid 
and his family’s experience in education.  Do take a look and see what 
he has to say:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cuuQTidWscw&t=6s

https://archbishopholgates.academy/14561/archbishop-holgates-judged-outstanding-in-all-areas-by-ofsted/
https://archbishopholgates.academy/14561/archbishop-holgates-judged-outstanding-in-all-areas-by-ofsted/
https://archbishopholgates.academy/14561/archbishop-holgates-judged-outstanding-in-all-areas-by-ofsted/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cuuQTidWscw&t=6s
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Message from Head of Year 10
Greetings all – I hope this latest edition of the Year 10 bulletin finds 
you safe and well.
It’s strange to think that we are already nearly halfway through 
the second half term and that Christmas will soon be upon us!  I 
for one really enjoy this time of year, especially with the build up 
to Christmas and getting into the festive spirit.  I am pleased to 
say that the dark mornings and evenings don’t seem to have 
dampened the spirits of Year 10 too much and the students 
continue to work hard in their lessons. 
One thing that has been fantastic to see, is the students of Year 
10 returning to extra-curricular clubs and sports teams.  I have 
been so pleased to see so many returning to music clubs such 
as choir, band and music technology club.  Alongside this, I know 
how well the sports teams have been doing, with the boy’s rugby 
and football teams picking up where they left off a few years ago 
with consistent victories.  I was also delighted to see a number of 
girls from Year 10 joining the inaugural girl’s rugby team, with a 
glowing report from Miss Wheater about their level of skill and 
commitment.  I am proud of all the students who represent our 
school and I am delighted to see their talents are once again able 
to flourish. 
I have been really pleased that despite a few nasty colds, the 
students are still attending school in good number.  We are 
tracking attendance at around 92%, which is an improvement 
from earlier in the year.  I’d like to remind parents that attendance 
in Year 10 is vital to success at GCSE in Year 11, therefore it’s really 
important that students continue to make the effort in coming 
to school.  In fact, recent studies have shown that absence from 
school has a significant impact on the success of students, and can have 
a long-term impact through to their GCSEs.  In one of these studies, it has 
shown that of those students that have 100% attendance, 79% of them 
achieve 5+ good GCSEs.  At 95%, this figure falls to 69%.  At 90%, this 
falls even further to 53%, and by 85% attendance, this figure for success 
becomes 36%.  When considering that 5% attendance is around 7 days 
absence, it really is crucial that students are in school every single day.  To 
put this into further context, if your child has lower than 95% attendance, 
this means that they are attending school less than the average child 
across the country.
As a school, we fully understand that there are appointments that cannot 
be moved, or emergencies that mean a child may have to take some 
time off school.  However, wherever possible, please can non-emergency 
appointments be made outside of school time, or ensure that students 
return to school in the afternoon if their appointment is in the morning 
(or vice versa). With regards to illness, the message that has been given 
to students is that if they are feeling unwell, the question they should be 
asking themselves is not “Do I want to come into school?” Of course, if 
you’re feeling unwell the answer will be no!  However, what they should be 
asking is, “Can I be in school?”  In this instance, the answer is almost always 
“Yes”.  We do have the Intervention Room for students that are feeling 
unwell, but we would very much appreciate your support to ensure your 
child is in school as much as possible to give them the best chance of 
success in the future.
I’m sure by now you have received the good news that the school has been 
declared as ‘outstanding’ following the recent Ofsted inspection.  Students 
in Year 10 were exceptional throughout the process of the inspection, 
with many chatting to inspectors both on a formal and informal basis.  
They certainly presented their usual high standards during the inspection 
of lessons, and one inspector commented to me how impressed he 
had been at the confidence and articulate nature of our students.  I am 
delighted that the inspectors got to see something I am used to seeing 
from our students on a regular basis.  A huge well done to all of them for 
their part in this achievement. 
The students search for work experience seems to be going well, with many 
placement forms already beginning to return.  Please remember our Careers 

Advisor, Sarah Robinson, is on hand to assist any student who 
might be worried or concerned in making the first phone call 
to an employer or for assistance with the NYBEP website.  I am 
delighted to announce that on Monday 29 November students 
will be taking part in a Careers Fair.  We have over 30 employers 
from a variety of sectors in the local job market coming into 
school to provide the students with important information 
reading careers in their sector.  We hope students make the 
most of this opportunity and I would ask that you encourage 
them to find out as much as they can from the industry 
experts.
In other news, students have had the opportunity to receive 
guidance from ‘The Big Talk’ this week, an organisation 
dedicated to educating students on healthy relationships.  The 
Big Talk is an important part of the ongoing statutory RSHE 
education and allows them to experience lessons on the topic 
of healthy relationships from external experts.  Operating in 
135 schools across the country, their aim is to ensure as many 
children and young people as possible receive high quality 
Relationship, Health & Sex Education, to help keep them safe, 
healthy and happy.
The students received two sessions across Wednesday and 
Thursday, each lasting an hour.  The sessions concentrated on 
the following:
Developing feelings - The young people discuss changes in 
friendships and relationships as they may begin to develop 
emotional and romantic attachments.  This covers all types 
of relationships and as with all of our programme, is fully 
inclusive. The workshop covers a range of themes that affect 

relationships and young people’s perception of what constitutes a healthy 
relationship.  We address peer pressure, abusive relationships and gender 
stereotypes, as well as contemporary issues such as youth generated 
images (sexting), internet safety and the dangers of inappropriate websites 
which we demonstrate can warp a young persons’ view of social norms.
RSE - Show what you know – Covering consent, contraception and 
the responsibilities of young people, we once again highlight the ever 
present, potential risks of STIs and unplanned parenthood as well as what 
constitutes a healthy relationship. 
We are really excited to be able to welcome The Big Talk into our school and 
I feel the experience was highly beneficial to our students in Year 10.
Finally, I wanted to highlight that bullying has been the focus of our Act 
of Collective Worship in recent weeks.  At the age of fourteen and fifteen, 
students are beginning to finalise their friendship groups and I wanted to 
remind them of the responsibility that goes along with this.  We discussed 
the concept of power imbalances and what constitutes bullying and 
the different roles that people play in bullying others.  I encouraged the 
students to never be 'assistants' or 'bystanders' to those being bullied, but 
to become 'defenders' either by challenging the bullying they witness or 
by reporting it to a member of staff.  Unfortunately bullying exists in all 
walks of life, whether at school, the workplace or in the community, but we 
must challenge this together in order to overcome it.  The students have a 
variety of options if they feel they want to report bullying, either through 
speaking to a responsible adult, or anonymously through the 'report it' 
form students will find on posters around school.  This is very easy to use, 
they simply scan the QR code and fill in a short questionnaire.  Should you 
have any concerns around this, please  contact any member of the Year 10 
pastoral team.
Thank you for all the hard work you are doing at home to continue to 
support your child, this is having a very significant impact toward their 
success at school. The Year 10 pastoral team are always available to help 
with any questions or queries you may have.
Mr Avery, Miss Montagu and Miss Johnstone
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PLEASE SHARE:  If you would like to share students’  
achievements and events in the community, please email 

jsissons@ahs.pmat.academy.  It’s always nice to celebrate our 
school community.

www.archbishopholgates.academy

Emancipation:  The fact or process of being set free from 
legal, social or political restrictions.
“After emancipation, the former slave was able to make 
choices about where he would live and work.”

OF THE WEEK

Adverse Weather
As winter arrives please see below what the school will do in the event 
of ‘adverse weather’ where we are required to close the school for 
‘health and safety’ or ‘insufficient staff to operate safely’:
Closing school before school starts
We will make a decision as early as possible and then text home, add 
regular updates to our social media sites, inform local radio stations, 
inform the Local Authority for those who come via taxis and add a 
notice to the school website. 
 Closing school during the school day
If the weather forces us to close the school during the school day, we 
will text home, add regular updates to our social media sites, inform 
local radio stations, inform the Local Authority for those who come via 
taxis and add a notice to the school website.   We will also work with 
our bus companies to ensure these are brought forward.   If you do not 
wish us to send your child home, please contact the school and they 
will remain on site until 3.10pm as normal.
 Please be assured we want school to be open and it is only on very 
rare occasions that we will be forced to close the school.  For further 
information please see our ‘Adverse Weather Policy’.

Health and Social Care students hear from 
inspirational visitor 
On Friday 19 November, Jade Puckering, a 
volunteer with the Wilberforce Trust, came in 
to talk to our Health and Social Care students. 
Jade, along with her guide dog (Oliver), spoke 
to different Health and Social Care groups 
throughout the day about her experiences 
of living with a visual impairment.  The 
students asked Jade many interesting questions and learnt a lot from 
her which they will be able to apply to their studies.  Big shout out to 
Charlie Wilson and Mykenzie Wheatland for asking the best questions 
of the day (Jade was very impressed). 

Careers Corner

On Monday 29 November our Year 10 students will attend a 
Careers Fair in the Main Hall during Period 5.  Information about 
this has been shared during your child’s Assembly and Form Tutor 
Notices this week.
An invite has also gone out to our Year 11, 12 and 13 students 
if they wish to attend after school or Sixth Form, they are most 
welcome to come along from 3.10 to 4.10pm.
Careers Fairs give students an opportunity to chat to employers 
and gain valuable information about routes into different roles 
and qualifications needed.
Just some of the visitors taking part are the NHS, Morgan Sindall, 
McDonalds, Fera, Defra, DRAX, Ministry of Justice, Graham 
Construction, York College, Askham Bryan College, the University 
of Hull, the University of Huddersfield, York St John University, 
Coventry University and many more.
 Year 10 Work Experience drop-in sessions with Miss Robinson will 
come to an end on 3 December.
If your child would like some 
support finding a work experience 
placement for next May then they 
can pop into the Careers Office (end 
of Tech Corridor) Monday, Tuesday 
or Friday Lunchtimes.

MFL Stars of the Week
Students were nominated by Language staff to receive an 

Effort merit, a postcard home and appear on the ‘Stars Wall’ 
for all their hard work:

           KS3 French - Mark David Hazzard, 8WNo
           KS3 German - Agata Bialczak, 7SMf
           KS3 Spanish - Sydney Bates, 7ASu
           KS4 French - George Woodhouse, 9JHe
           KS4 German - Eva Southall, 11RGi
           KS4 Spanish - Luke Fewster, 9RDn

Message from Mrs Balmer, Head of Year 12
Career Ready:  The students had an excellent afternoon at The Grand 
Hotel, celebrating the completion of their Career Ready programme. 
They enjoyed making Mocktails, Afternoon Tea and met some 
inspirational speakers. 

@AHS_Year7Kl:  Year 7 made 
cookies this week and they 
were delicious! Hope they 
saved some for their families!
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VACANCIES
Archbishop Holgate’s School

Data Manager
Grade 8 (£27,614 per annum, to be reduced pro rata)

Full Time, 37 hpw, Term Time (plus 3 weeks) - this is negotiable
(Applications close: Monday 29 November, 8.00am)

School Assistant
Required as soon as possible

Part Time (32.5 hpw - 8.20am-3.20pm), Term Time Only
Grade 4 - £14,207 (this is the pro rata salary)

Midday Supervisory Assistant
Grade 2 (£17,842 per annum, reduced pro rata)

Part Time, 10 hpw, Term Time Only

For more information visit:
www.archbishopholgates.academy/staff/vacancies

Pathfinder MAT is an equal opportunities employer, committed to 
safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children.  

Enhanced DBS check will be required

Food for Thought
In the coming weeks Form Tutor Collective Worship will be marking 
the Christian season of Advent - a time of preparation and countdown 
for Christmas.  Throughout Advent we will use 
videos produced by the Archbishop of York’s 
Youth Trust to explore different communities 
from the Christmas story, see what they can 
teach us about community and how they can 
inspire us to make a difference this Christmas.  
This week’s focus has been ‘Joy’.  One of the 
quotes we have spent time thinking about is:
“It is the beautiful task of Advent to awaken in all of us memories of 
goodness and thus to open doors of hope.”
Pope Benedict XVIer, politician, lawyer, Born 106 BC
To receive the daily Thought for the Day straight to your phone or other 
electronic device sign up to @AHSChaplaincy on Twitter.

News from Archies Kitchen and 
School Menu - w/c 29 November

Well it's definitely that time of year again, our Archies annual Christmas 
dinner. 
This years festive feast will be served on Thursday 9 December.
The cost of Christmas lunch will be main course and a dessert £2.50.
On the day itself we will only be offering the hot Christmas dinner and 
that will only be available from our archies kitchen.
Our other catering outlets, such as the "Food Hub" and "Courtyard Cafe" 
will be serving a very limited menu of cold sandwiches and fresh fruit.
We would appreciate your co-operation and please remind your 
children of these arrangements.  Form tutors will also be reminding the 
children. 
The kitchen team are really excited to be cooking Christmas lunch 
after a hiatus last year.  The team will be getting into the festive spirit by 
wearing their Christmas aprons, facemasks and hats.  We would love to 
see the children arrive for lunch wearing a festive hat or mask.

AHS Community Youth Orchestra
The AHS Community Youth Orchestra will be relaunching with a very 
special pre-Christmas event!
After a Covid enforced hiatus, we are inviting all 
who might be interested in joining (or-rejoining) 
our community youth orchestra to come along to 
our open rehearsal on Wednesday 15 December 
at Archbishop Holgate’s School.  The rehearsal will 
begin at 4.00pm in the Sixth Form Library and 
parents are invited to come and watch from 4.45pm. 
Refreshments will be served. 
Following this event we will be officially relaunching the orchestra in 
January. 
The orchestra is open to all instrumentalists in KS2 from any York primary 
school - this includes surrounding villages. 
Please complete the google form to let us know if you’re able to come 
along to the event on Wednesday 15 December or if you’d like to find 
out more about joining our Orchestra in January. 
Google Form link:  https://forms.gle/s2eYYpgz3CPXLhbm7

https://forms.gle/s2eYYpgz3CPXLhbm7
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Dear Parents and Carers,

As you may be aware we are delighted to be able to return to York Minster this year for our Christmas Carol Service 
on Wednesday 8 December.  This is always one of the highlights of the school calendar and we are very grateful to 
York Minster for supporting us with this venture.  This event is something that was very much missed last year.

As ever, the service will include bible readings, dramatic pieces, choir items and popular carols.  Together these will 
combine to retell the story of Christmas and consider the hope that it brings.  We are delighted to welcome back 
the Bishop of Selby, Bishop John Thomson, as our preacher this year.

However, due to Covid restrictions in the Minster, we are limited in terms of the scope of the service and 
unfortunately this means that the primary schools will not be with us this year, although we are looking forward 
to welcoming them back next December.  The Minster capacity will be 750 people, including those taking part 
in the service.  As a result we are running a ticketing system, details of which are included below.  Tickets are of 
course free of charge.  The service will start at 7.30pm, with doors opening at 7.00pm.  If you haven’t been to a 
service in the Minster before please wear warm clothes as it can get very cold in the Minster in the evening.  The 
Minster are strongly recommending that face masks are worn during services, so if you are able to, please do wear 
one.  There will be a voluntary closing collection towards the upkeep of the Minster.  Unfortunately, due to Covid 
there will not be any refreshments served afterwards.

We hope that you will be able to join us for this special service as we celebrate Christmas together.  For those who 
are unable to secure tickets we will be filming the service and posting it on our YouTube channel in the days that 
follow.

Andrew Daly
Headteacher

Ticket information:
-   Two tickets per booking.  (If your child is taking part in the service you will not need to book a ticket for them as 
they will have already been included in the numbers allowed in the Minster.)
-   Tickets can be booked via the link:  https://forms.gle/DLvTtyaRFkGH5iAS9

https://forms.gle/DLvTtyaRFkGH5iAS9
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Physical Education Department
“Equipping students with the knowledge, skills and motivation to live active, healthy lives.”

  MONDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.40pm)
      -   Y9 Basketball (Gym)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.10-4.00pm)
      -   Netball (Sports Hall):
          15 Nov - Y7/8
          22 Nov - Y8/9
          13 Dec - Y7/8
      -   Y12/13 Basketball (Gym)
      -   Y7 Football (Back Field)
      -   Y8 Beginners’ Swimming (Pool)
      -   Y12/13 Girls’ Fitness (Fitness Suite)
       -   Y7-11 Table Tennis (Studio)
   TUESDAY
       LUNCHTIME (12.10-12.30pm)
      -   Y8/10/12/13 Detentions (PE1)
       LUNCHTIME (12.15-12.40pm)
      -   Y10 Netball (Sports Hall)
      -   Y8 Indoor Games (Gym)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.10-4.00pm)
      -   Y7/8 Girls’ Football (Back Field)
      -   Y8 Basketball (Gym)
      -   Y7-11 Dance (Studio)
      -   Y8/10 Fitness (Fitness Suite)
      -   Y8 Football (Back Field)
   THURSDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.40pm)
      -   Y11 Fitness (Fitness Suite)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.10-4.00)
      -   Y10 Basketball (Gym)
      -   Y11 Girls’ Fitness (Fitness Suite)
      -   Y7-10 Ultimate Frisbee (Back Field)
   FRIDAY
      LUNCHTIME (12.15-12.40pm)
      -   Y7/9 Badminton (Sports Hall)
       LUNCHTIME (1.10-1.30pm)
      -   Y7/9/11 Detentions (IT4)
       AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.15)
      -   Y7 Rookie Lifeguard (Pool)

Message from PE Department
There is always a lot of 
information given to 
students which can be a 
lot for students to take on 
board.  We emphasise the importance 
of using Google Classroom for students 
to access general PE information, their 
Programme of Study, the Extra-Curricular 
Programme, Community Links and a 
curriculum map outlining what students 
study each year.

School PE Kit
A reminder that all PE kit should be clearly 
named.  If a student misplaces any PE kit, 
this makes it easier to return items to their 
rightful owner.
Reminder that students will be asked to 
remove ALL jewellery for PE lessons.  This 
is a health and safety precaution and must 
be adhered to.
The department would like to clarify that 
the optional PE hoodie can be used for 
PE lessons, but we encourage students to 
wear the reversible PE top as this is safer for 
rugby.
Please check PE kit - we have loaned a lot 
of spare kit since September which hasn’t 
been returned.  If you have any PE kit with 
‘AHS’ written on the label, please return 
items to school.  Thank you.

Extra-Curricular Sport
If your son/daughter has had recent 
success in a sporting activity please contact 
the school, we would love to promote 
what they have done. 

Rugby
Another great turn out at the Year 7 and 8 
girls’ rugby tournament!
Their effort and resilience were relentless! 
Well done girls!

Extra-curricular PE
The new timetable is now live with many 
different activities try.  Remember, clubs 
are a relaxed environment with a focus 
on participation and enjoyment, students 
don’t have to be selected in teams if they 
don’t wish to be involved.
Fixtures are also back this year, so if you 
would like to be a part of a team then make 
sure you attend training to be eligible for 
selection.  It was fantastic to see so many 
students taking part in after school sport 
this week!

Table Tennis
Dylan Pottage of 11Wa had great success in his table tennis 
last Sunday by winning the Bagshaw trophy.  This was held 
at the Railway Institute in York and was a handicapped 
competition where competitors of varying abilities played 
each other.  There were around 50 people that took part. 
This is a great achievement, well done Dylan.  Hopefully 
you can repeat the success next year!


