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Social Media  
Please follow us on Twitter @AHSYork or
Facebook to keep up to date with the latest news and events!

We welcome all feedback and thank all parents for 
their valuable contributions. If you have a query 
or simply an observation about the school please 
complete the form online.

AHS Feedback 

Head’s Introduction
Dear Parents and Carers,

I would like to start this first Newsletter of 
2022 by wishing everyone a Happy New 
Year.  We are looking forward to what we 
hope will be another successful term full 
of both interesting lessons and as many 
extra-curricular opportunities as possible.  A 
reminder that students are required to wear 

a face covering in lessons until at least 26 January and we appreciate 
the support from families to ensure all children arrive at school with 
a face covering each day.  Thank you.

As we approach the end of the first week of term, I’d like to thank 
families for their support in terms of adherence to punctuality, 
mobile phones and uniform.

Some updates for the start of term
Late to school - Being late to school can put students at a 
disadvantage for the rest of the day, they would miss key messages 
in morning form time that can then lead to other issues later in the 
day.  To support all students being in form time by 8.45am each 
day, the Black Bull gate will be closed at 8.40am, meaning that all 
students have more than enough time to reach their form rooms.  
Students who arrive on site after this time without a good reason 
will be classed as late and will go into a lunch detention the same 
day.  We would politely ask that parents ensure their child is on time 
and allow extra travel time due to any weather condition changes.

Phones - A reminder that phones must be turned off on arrival at 
school and then must not be seen until the end of the school day.  
If students have their phones out during the school day they will 
continue to be confiscated and returned at the end of the day.  We 
would politely ask that parents do not communicate with their 
children via mobile phones during the school day.

Uniform - A reminder of the letter sent home prior to Christmas 
about the importance of appropriate school uniform.  If you 
have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact 
school.  Further detail is available on the school website at: https://
archbishopholgates.academy/14669/headteachers-bulletin-
tuesday-4th-january/

Remembering Archbishop Desmond Tutu and 
his visit to Archbishop Holgate's School
School Chaplain, Richard Nihill, writes about a momentous and memorable 
day in the life of the school back in November 2012:
"One of the most notable events that took place over 
the Christmas period was the death of Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu early on Boxing Day.  Twitter and 
other social media were unsurprisingly filled with an 
outpouring of respect for this great man by Christians, 
non-Christians and those of no faith.  Similarly, 
newspapers have also devoted many pages to his life 
and achievements.
In 2012 Archbishop Tutu was due to receive an honorary doctorate from 
York St John University.  Filled with child-like optimism I was inspired to 
invite him to visit Archbishop Holgate’s School whilst he was here in the 
city.  However, I decided not to tell anyone that I had done so for fear of 
looking very foolish.  Amazingly, with just a couple of weeks’ notice he 
agreed to visit us as his last event in York after breakfast at Bishopthorpe 
Palace before heading down to London.  His main reason for visiting was to 
dedicate the space that was to be transformed from an overgrown eyesore 
into the Spiritual Garden, at the heart of our school.  He would also deliver 
a short speech, meet some Sixth Formers, tour some classrooms and have 
refreshments with a small group of students.  The visit was planned to the 
minute since he was on a very tight schedule.  One of my abiding memories 
of that amazing day though was that the precise timings soon turned into 
a fantasy and he stayed with us much longer.  This was because wherever 
he went he was determined to personally greet every member of staff and 
student, and give each a moment of his time.
Many people say that you should never meet your heroes.  However, I 
found a quote the other day that went on to state that anyone who says 
those words obviously had the wrong heroes!  Well, I am delighted that I 
can say that I met my hero, more than once, and that having him visit our 
school was, and continues to be, the proudest moment of my career."

https://archbishopholgates.academy/14669/headteachers-bulletin-tuesday-4th-january/
https://archbishopholgates.academy/14669/headteachers-bulletin-tuesday-4th-january/
https://archbishopholgates.academy/14669/headteachers-bulletin-tuesday-4th-january/
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Upcoming Events

Wed 19 Jan Y11 Parents’ Evening

Term Dates 2022
Spring Term 2022
Half Term  - 21-25 Feb 2022 (inclusive)
Term Ends  - 7 Apr 2022
Staff Training Day  - 8 Apr 2022 (School closed to students)
Summer Term 2022
Students return  - 25 Apr 2022
May Bank Holiday  - 2 May 2022
Half Term  - 30 May – 3 Jun 2022 (inclusive)
Term Ends  - 22 Jul 2022
Staff Training Day  - 25 July 2022 (School closed to students)

AHS Cross Stitch Club
Due to popular demand the AHS Cross Stitch Club will continue this 
term for students in Year 7, 9 and 11 during Monday lunchtime.  Anyone 
who has ordered a cross stitch from Mrs Robertson and has not yet 
collected it should go to Re3 by Friday 14 January, otherwise it will be 
re-allocated to another student.   Mrs Robertson

Careers Corner

T Levels are a full-time post-GCSE qualification that provides 
students with a balance of classroom learning and ‘on-the-job’ 
experience. 
Amazing Apprenticeships are hosting a T Levels webinar on 
Tuesday 11 January, 12.30-1.30pm.  For more information and 
to register, visit https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/
WN_o6IWIKe1Q7SSjOuiqxDKPA 

KS4 Book of the Half Term
Well done to everyone who read our second 
autumn 1 KS4 Book of the Half Term - ‘The Five 
People You Meet in Heaven’.
There is now a sequel called, ‘The Next Person You 
Meet In Heaven’ if you’d like to know more about 
the little girl Eddie saved.  ‘Tuesdays with Morrie’ 
is a thought-provoking memoir by Mitch Albom 
too if you would like to extend your reading.

Well done to all those Year 10 students who’ve been attending KS4 Book 
Club on Thursday lunch times.  It has been wonderful to hear students’ 
fantastic discussions around literature.  New students are always very 
welcome to attend and take part in our weekly meetings.
Presenting our KS4 Book of the Half Term for spring 1:
‘The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-
time’.  Christopher John Francis Boone knows all 
the countries of the world and their capitals and 
every prime number up to 7,057.  He relates well 
to animals but has no understanding of human 
emotions.  He cannot stand to be touched.  And 
he detests the colour yellow.
Although gifted with a superbly logical brain, 
for fifteen-year-old Christopher, everyday 
interactions and admonishments have little 
meaning.  He lives on patterns, rules, and a 
diagram kept in his pocket.  Then one day, a 
neighbour's dog, Wellington, is killed and his carefully constructive 
universe is threatened.  Christopher sets out to solve the murder in the 
style of his favourite (logical) detective, Sherlock Holmes.  What follows 
makes for a novel that is funny, poignant and fascinating in its portrayal 
of a person whose curse and blessing are a mind that perceives the 
world entirely literally.
If your child would like to read this novel, they can borrow one from 
their English teacher.

Tolerance:  The ability or willingness to tolerate the existence of 
opinions or behaviour that one dislikes or disagrees with.
“Tolerance is the quality of allowing other people to say and do 
as they like, even if you do not agree or approve of it.”

OF THE WEEK

@Y11Ahs:  A New Year 
brings a reminder of 
the AHS journey. Here is 
Y11's next steps...

Year 7 Bright Sparks Learning Challenges
This half term, we continue to seek ways 
to extend students’ learning beyond 
the curriculum, with our ‘Bright Sparks’ 
Learning Challenges.  These challenges will be set every half term and 
will cover a range of skills, subjects and learning styles.  Students in 
Year 7 are invited to complete up to three challenges, with the winner 
receiving a £10 voucher and being invited to breakfast with Mr Daly.  
We hope our young people will enjoy the challenge of learning in a 
different way and the freedom to structure their work however they 
choose.  The new challenges are available on Google Classroom.  
Students are welcome to submit their entries ASAP before the end of 
term.
Last Term’s winners were Karthikeya Pulakanam, Isabella Baumann, 
Allen Alex and Libby Ogram.  Well done!!  Mr Lever

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_o6IWIKe1Q7SSjOuiqxDKPA 
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_o6IWIKe1Q7SSjOuiqxDKPA 
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Message from Head of Year 7
                      

I would like to welcome back Year 7 after what I hope has been a 
restful and revitalising Christmas break.  The new year brings new 
opportunities, new challenges and the next steps in Year 7’s Journey 
here at Archbishop Holgate’s School.  I would like to take a moment for 
reflection, focusing on the previous term.  For each student this meant 
something different, but for all this was a significant transitional period.  
Some students have joined us from primary schools on their own, 
some have joined us from abroad and some attended their first ever 
residential trip.  However, whatever the step was for each child, I am 
tremendously proud of the journey all students have thus far embarked 
on and how they have joined in our school community.  Students have 
joined in with their friends socially, joined in by contributing in their 
lessons, or joined in with extra-curricular opportunities. 
This is one of our favourite half terms and includes some exciting 
activities, such as our STEM day where students meet professionals 
from all different business, teaching students about careers in science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics.  It is always so awe inspiring 
for the students, and even includes chocolate eating and handling 
creatures such as snakes and tarantulas. This half term students will 
also have the opportunity to take part in ‘Bikeability’.  Students are 
taught how to safely ride their bike by a member of the Local Highways 
Authority and will receive an award. 
Now that students have found their feet and started to truly understand 
life at Archbishop Holgate’s the next steps are to consolidate what has 
been learned so far and to fully embed our values and fundamentals.  
Our values of Justice, Compassion, Forgiveness and Trust underpin 
everything we do.  We truly believe this cohort have utterly embodied 
these values and our school community is truly richer due to their 
presence, we are also always so pleased to listen to them articulate 
this.  Next, is to ensure students understand their Five Fundamental 
Responsibilities:

1.  We turn up to school and to every lesson
2.  We speak kindly and appropriately to people
3.  We wear the correct uniform
4.  We work hard to meet the deadlines we are given
5.  We care for our school and the people in it

Our responsibility is to provide an outstanding environment for 
learning, here is a taster of what Year 7 students will be learning this 
half term.
In English, Year 7 will be studying Shakespeare’s play: ‘Macbeth’ as an 
introduction to Elizabethan England and the language of Shakespeare.  
They will have the opportunity to explore key scenes in the play as well 
analyse characters and their motives.  There will also be the chance to 
‘get creative’ with costume and speaking and listening activities too.  
Alongside this, students will study different narrative archetypes as 
part of their English literacy and enrichment programme once a week 
too.
In Maths, students will be looking at Number Properties (including 
written and mental methods of calculating with integers, decimals, 
fractions and directed numbers), Types of Number (including multiples, 
factors & primes) and Approximation (rounding and estimating 
calculations).
In History, students will be exploring Medieval Power and Society, 
focusing on political upheaval and significant milestones in creating

the British Democracy today, such as the development of the Magna 
Carta.  
In Religious Education, students are further studying the understanding 
of Christianity, with a focus this half term on the study of the bible, 
what stories mean and the implications these may have, and even an 
introduction into theology, asking questions such as ‘What is God Like?’.
As well as school-led extra-curricular, we encourage students to 
develop their independent learning, as well as foster their intellectual 
curiosity.  We do this through our Bright Sparks Challenges.  These 
challenges intentionally sit aside from the curriculum and encompass 
wide ranging topics as well as techniques.  Meaning an entry could 
be about philosophy or football, yet hold equal weighting.  Similarly, 
an essay, model, drawing or poem would have entirely equal merit.  
Students choose up to 3 challenges and complete the work in any 
format they wish - winners will receive a £10 gift voucher and Breakfast 
with Mr Daly.  Please see this term’s menu of activities:

We are so excited to see this group of students continue to excel and 
can’t wait to see their next steps.  As always, if there is anything we can 
do to support your family or child, please do not hesitate to get in touch. 
The Year 7 Team - Miss Kincell (Head of Year), Miss Cooper (Assistant 
Head of Year) and Miss Powell (Pastoral Support Worker)

Food for Thought
This week the Form Tutor Collective Worship is inspired by the life and 
work of Archbishop Desmond Tutu.  One of the quotes we have spent 
time thinking about is:
“God’s dream is that you and I and all of us 
will realise that we are family, that we are 
made for togetherness, for goodness, and for 
compassion.”   Archbishop Desmond Tutu
To receive the daily Thought for the Day 
straight to your phone or other electronic 
device sign up to @AHSChaplaincy on Twitter.

PLEASE SHARE:  If you would like to share students’  
achievements and events in the community, please email 

jsissons@ahs.pmat.academy.  
It’s always nice to celebrate our school community.
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This Week’s 
Sixth Form News

Message from Mrs Balmer, Head of Year 12
Happy New Year!  I hope everyone had a restful break.  Year 12s have 
had a good start to the term and we look forward to seeing them 
progress this year.
Mock exams - Y12 students will have in-class mock exams week 
commencing Monday 17 January.  Students will have revision time 
in lessons over the next two weeks, but they should also be studying 
at home. 
Enrichment - All students should now have signed up for a new 
enrichment option on a Wednesday.  This session is compulsory and 
students must attend each week.
Maintaining high standards - Students have received a sheet 
reminding them of the key standards we hold as a Sixth Form.  
These were discussed on their return this term.  It is important that 
all students are keeping the highest possible standards regarding 
punctuality, appearance and effort in their subjects.

Assistant Head: Director of Sixth Form, Mrs De Lashley
Welcome back!  I hope you and your families have had a happy, restful 
and healthy Christmas break; I know it was eagerly awaited.  The term 
ahead is a busy one that will set the way for progress this coming 
summer.  We have Year 12 Winter mock exams in January as well as 
external BTEC assessments for some Year 12 and 13 classes.  We also 
implement our progress plan for Year 13 following their Winter mocks 
completed last month.  We look forward to getting stuck into exam 
preparation and supporting our ambitious and motivated students 
to reach their potential.
Year 11 Sixth Form Applications - A last plea for Year 11 to submit 
applications to the Sixth Form.  Please support your son/daughter 
in applying or seeking guidance if required.  There is no limit to the 
amount of applications they can have for Post-16 providers and there 
is no obligation to take a place once offered.  Having an application 
secures a conditional place.  Any questions, please do get in touch via: 
fde.lashley@ahs.pmat.academy.
Year 13 Mock Result Actions - Year 13 progress plans will be rolled 
out on our return to ensure that all our students are as best prepared 
as they can be to be successful in their aspirations this summer.  We 
have a full P6 timetable to provide both subject specific support and 
to encourage healthy and effective study habits.  If you were unable 
to attend parents’ evening or were unable to speak to a particular

particular teacher then please do not hesitate to get in touch.  We 
also welcome back Mr Charlton as Head of Year 13.  We are delighted 
to have an experienced member of the Sixth Form team lead this 
important year group over the finish line.  Should you have any Year 
13 queries please do not hesitate to get in touch with Mr Charlton 
mcharlton@ahs.pmat.academy or Mrs De Lashley fde.lashley@ahs.
pmat.academy
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Archies School Kitchen
NEWSFLASH - FISH FRY-YAY IS BACK!!!
We are pleased to announce that freshly battered 
fish is back on the menu, delivered fresh by 
Fowlers of York, battered and deep fried by our 
catering team.  What a way to welcome the 
students back and what a start to 2022. 

School Menu - w/c 10 January

AHS Chaplaincy YouTube Channel 
Archbishop Holgate’s School Chaplaincy 
YouTube channel has material connected to 
whole school worship and Collective Worship. 
There are also moments of Reflection from 
the school Chaplain and items reflecting our 
School Values.  The address is:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC68i0uL4LZNIIVcu8B03iqw/
about
There you’ll find the latest weekly reflection, written by Richard Nihill, 
part of the chaplaincy team.  The reflection looks at the life of Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu and some personal thoughts on interacting with him, 
including the day he came to visit Archbishop Holgate’s School.  You 
can find the reflection here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=saj7WqZF2dE&t=6s
You will also find the reflection for Christmas written by Revd Mark, part 
of the chaplaincy team.  He looked at all the myriad of visitors that we 
get at Christmas.  Reflecting on what they mean to us, what they bring 
and what they leave behind and linking this to the visitors of the first 
Christmas.  If you missed it, the reflection is here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lnIs6DaL_p0&t=110s

VACANCIES
Archbishop Holgate’s School

Science Technician
Required as soon as possible

Full Time, Full Year, Grade 5 - £20,672
Closing date for applications: Monday 10 January, 8.00am

For more information visit:
www.archbishopholgates.academy/staff/vacancies

Pathfinder MAT is an equal opportunities employer, committed to 
safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children.  

Enhanced DBS check will be required

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC68i0uL4LZNIIVcu8B03iqw/about
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC68i0uL4LZNIIVcu8B03iqw/about
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=saj7WqZF2dE&t=6s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lnIs6DaL_p0&t=110s
www.archbishopholgates.academy/staff/vacancies

