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Social Media  
Please follow us on Twitter @AHSYork or
Facebook to keep up to date with the latest news and events!

We welcome all feedback and thank all parents for 
their valuable contributions. If you have a query 
or simply an observation about the school please 
complete the form online.

AHS Feedback 

Head’s Introduction
Dear Parents and Carers,

We look forward to Year 11 Parents’ Evening next 
Wednesday, 19 January.  To enable continuity of 
in-school learning and limit further transmission 
of Covid-19 this will be a virtual event with 
appointments from 3.45–7.15pm (we would 
encourage your child to be with you during your 
appointment).  This is an important opportunity 

to meet teachers to discuss outcomes from mock exams and the extra 
support and intervention available for students.

Headteacher’s Bulletin - Each week a bulletin is also emailed 
to families to update on news, forthcoming events, Head of Year 
Awards/Updates which is available on the school’s website:  https://
archbishopholgates.academy/14689/headteachers-bulletin-monday-
10th-january/

Upcoming Events

Wed 19 Jan
Wed 9 Feb
21-25 Feb

Y11 Parents’ Evening
Y9 Parents’ Evening
Half Term

Food for Thought
This week the Form Tutor Collective Worship is linked to the idea that 
a new term and a new year bring with them new opportunities and 
the chance for a ‘fresh start’.  One of the quotes we have spent time 
thinking about is:
“It is never too late to be what you might have been.”
George Eliot, English novelist, poet and one 
of the leading writers of the Victorian era
To receive the daily Thought for the Day 
straight to your phone or other electronic 
device sign up to @AHSChaplaincy on Twitter.

A Message from Public Health York
Covid-19 Vaccinations for 12-15 year olds - City of York Council’s 
Public Health team is reminding parents, carers and young people that 
children can get their first dose of the Covid-19 vaccination from the 
day they turn 12 years old.  Most children can get a second dose from 
12 weeks after they have had their first dose.
If your child has tested positive for Covid-19 and is not in an ‘at risk’ group 
to Covid-19, they will need to wait 12 weeks before they can have either 
a first or second dose.
Children can get their vaccination:

·   At school -  Further dates for school-based vaccinations will be sent 
out to parents direct from schools.
·  Book a vaccination appointment - From Monday 17 January 
appointments will be available to book via the National Booking 
System for vaccinations at Askham Bar vaccination site.
·   Walk-in service - There are some walk-in clinics across the city, 
for more information: NHS Vale of York Clinical Commissioning 
Group - Book your COVID-19 vaccine and Booster appointment 
(valeofyorkccg.nhs.uk)

For more information about Covid-19 vaccinations for 12-15 year olds 
go to: Coronavirus (COVID-19) vaccine for children aged 12 to 15 - NHS 
(www.nhs.uk)
For anyone aged 16 and over who has not had either their first, 
second or booster vaccination there are many opportunities to book 
an appointment or walk-in for more details of clinics: NHS Vale of York 
Clinical Commissioning Group - Book your COVID-19 vaccine and 
Booster appointment (valeofyorkccg.nhs.uk)

200 Club
The School Association runs a ‘200 Club’ where members pay £12 
a year for a chance to win 50% of the month’s takings (so the more 
members, the more prize money!), the remaining 50% is managed by 
the Association which donates money for specific projects including 
the cost of running and maintaining the school minibus which is used 
by the PE department for trips to sporting events and also used for a 
variety of outings by our Work Skills students, Business Studies visits, 
Student Open Days and Work Placements as well as transporting 
students to competitions for different subjects and extra-curricular 
clubs.  For further information please contact Mr Sargent or email: ahs.
finance@pmat.academy.

Winners of the January draw were as follows:
J Sissons - 1st Prize
R Battersby - 2nd Prize
J&M Turkenburg - 3rd Prize
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https://www.valeofyorkccg.nhs.uk/campaigns/book-your-covid-19-vaccine-and-booster-appointment/
https://www.valeofyorkccg.nhs.uk/campaigns/book-your-covid-19-vaccine-and-booster-appointment/


 @AHSYork   Tel: 01904 411341   www.archbishopholgates.org

This Week’s 
School News

www.archbishopholgates.academy

Resilience:  The capacity to recover quickly from difficulties; 
toughness..
“Life sometimes got in the way of their goals, but they learned to be 
resilient.”

OF THE WEEK

MFL Stars of the Week
Students were nominated by Language staff to receive an 

Effort merit, a postcard home and appear on the ‘Stars Wall’ 
for all their hard work:

           KS3 French - Evie Price, 8Lp
           KS3 German - Conor Reynolds, &ANn
           KS3 Spanish - Carine Po, 8CMp
           KS4 French - Robyn Strangeways, 10BMo
           KS4 German - Ben Taylor, 10Mb
           KS4 Spanish - Kelsy Wheatland, 10Br

AHSArts&Culture  @AHSArtsAward:  
Some great work from our 
“miraculous” cast of kids in their 
singing rehearsal this afternoon… 
#Miracle #schoolshow #matilda 

Aspiring Young Entrepreneurs in York
City of York Council is hosting an online Young Entrepreneur 
evening on Thursday 3 February (6-7pm).   This event will provide 
an opportunity for aspiring young entrepreneurs to hear what 
support is available in York, bringing together a handful of young 
business leaders to share their business journeys and provide an 
insight into what makes York a great place to set up a business. 
For more information and to register visit: https://www.eventbrite.
co.uk/e/young-entrepreneurs-evening-tickets-228879453607

Careers Corner

AHS Chaplaincy YouTube Channel 
Archbishop Holgate’s School Chaplaincy 
YouTube channel has material connected to 
whole school worship and Collective Worship.  
There are also moments of Reflection from 
the school Chaplain and items reflecting our 
School Values.  The address is: https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UC68i0uL4LZNIIVcu8B03iqw/about or you can search for it by name.
There you’ll find the latest weekly reflection, written by Revd Mark, part 
of the Chaplaincy team.  In this reflection he talks about the year that 
has past and the year that is to come.  He focusses on how God is with 
us in both the highs and the lows.  You can find the reflection at https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=OHcbLquGzmY
You will also find the reflection for Christmas written by Richard 
Nihill, part of the chaplaincy team.  The reflection looked at the life of 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu and some personal thoughts on interacting 
with him, including the day he came to visit Archbishop Holgate’s 
School.  If you missed it, the reflection is at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=saj7WqZF2dE&t=6s

VACANCY
Archbishop Holgate’s School

School Assistant
Grade 4 – £14,207 per annum (this is the pro rata salary)

Part Time (32.5 hours per week), 8.20am–3.20pm, term time
Closing date for applications: Monday 17 January, 8.00am

For more information visit:
www.archbishopholgates.academy/staff/vacancies

Pathfinder MAT is an equal opportunities employer, committed to 
safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children.  

Enhanced DBS check will be required

Free Maths Learning Platform
A free maths learning platform to boost maths confidence, improve 
grades and win prizes!
Eedi has offered all Year 7-11 families at AHS free access to the Eedi 
platform, a free maths learning platform designed to motivate children, 
to build maths confidence and improve maths grades.
With the Eedi tutoring platform, students will have unlimited access to 
practice questions, review videos made by teachers and the chance to 
win prizes and rewards for their commitment and consistency.  You'll 
also get weekly reports from Eedi on how they're doing.
As part of all free subscriptions, Eedi are also holding live weekly classes 
on key GCSE maths topics that students find challenging to help them 
prepare for their exams.
   Mon 17 Jan - Year 9: Expanding double brackets
   Tue 18 Jan - Year 10 Foundation: Speed, distance, time
   Wed 19 Jan - Year 10 Higher: Rounding to significant figures
   Thu 20 Jan - Year 11 Foundation: Writing expressions
Your child can access each class from within their Eedi Family account. 
Eedi holds seasonal leagues and weekly competitions and prize 
draws to boost motivation and engagement, with prizes from iPads to 
Amazon vouchers for students and schools as they build their streak 
scores and earn coins to spend in the Eedi Shop. 
Families new to Eedi will also have a 7-day trial to their unlimited on-
demand tutor plan, Eedi Plus, which usually costs £4.99/month (note 
that this is optional and complimentary).
To sign up, create your parent account here (https://family.eedi.com/
signup/parent).  If you have questions on the invitation, please contact 
Eedi directly on family@eedi.com.

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/young-entrepreneurs-evening-tickets-228879453607
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/young-entrepreneurs-evening-tickets-228879453607
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC68i0uL4LZNIIVcu8B03iqw/about
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC68i0uL4LZNIIVcu8B03iqw/about
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OHcbLquGzmY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OHcbLquGzmY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=saj7WqZF2dE&t=6s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=saj7WqZF2dE&t=6s
www.archbishopholgates.academy/staff/vacancies
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Message from Head of Year 8
A belated Happy New Year to all our families.  Already 
nearing the end of our second week, new year  seems 
so long ago,  which actually is testament to how 
quickly Year 8 has settled back into the routines 
and expectations of our school community.  As 
you all know, we have taken very clear steps to 
remind all of our students of their Five Fundamental 
Responsibilities as members of Archbishop Holgate’s 
School, and I am extremely pleased to report that our 
year group subscribe to these and accept that as we 
strive to continue to provide an outstanding learning 
environment, they are responsible for the following :
   - We turn up for school on time
   - We speak kindly and appropriately to people
   - We wear the correct uniform
   - We work hard to meet the deadlines given
   - We care for our school and the people in it
Thank you to those families who have had to make 
adjustments to support us in ‘uniforming the  uniform’.  
We have appreciated it and students have complied 
with grace.
As Year 8 continue along their AHS Journey, there 
are a number of new opportunities which will 
be available to them, including the third Form 
Time PSHE (Personal, Social and Health Education) 
hour.  The focus for Year 8 will be ‘Recognising and 
Managing Emotions’.  This follows the last session 
concerning emotional changes during puberty.  The 
session will look to give students practical advice and opportunities to 
try different ways to look after their wellbeing during puberty.  It will 
begin by revisiting some key facts and figures about puberty that might 
have been missed in primary school due to lockdowns, before looking 
at what exactly is meant by wellbeing and how this is important for 
students. We hope they will benefit from this opportunity.
In addition to this wellbeing focus, 20 of our Year 8 students have taken 
the opportunity to be trained as Wellbeing Ambassadors.  The Wellbeing 
Ambassadors will be working hard to role model Emotional Wellbeing 
and Mental Health and facilitate access to support and signposting. 
They will follow a training programme, once a half term, to support the 
following:
   - Reducing stress levels, especially around exam times and transition
   - The development of self-help skills and building resilience
   - Prevention of the escalation of emotional issues
   - Improving communication, interpersonal skills and relationships
   - Showing support in engagement and attitude to learning
   - Increasing confidence
   - Decreasing absences and improving attendance
   - Increasing a sense of belonging
Additionally, Wellbeing Ambassadors will be involved in Children’s 
Mental Health Week (7-14 February) working alongside Year 12s to 
promote positive Emotional Wellbeing and Mental Health.  Well done 
to these volunteers.
As a closet history buff, I am particularly excited about the return of the 
Ann Frank exhibition on Monday 7 February.  Students, including Year 
8, can volunteer to be trained as a guide for the exhibition, thereby not 
only extending and developing  their knowledge of this particular  World 
War Two tragedy, but also developing their confidence, communication 
and public speaking skills and perhaps making new friends with similar 
interests. No student will be expected to deliver everything; it will 
be a shared enterprise with a responsibility for a particular segment.  
Students will need to keep their eye on the notices if they wish to 
pursue this opportunity.  Another opportunity which will appear on the 
notices is offered by Miss Wheater to develop girls’ Football Leadership 

Skills.  It has already been mentioned to them in PE lessons and Miss 
Wheater will be hosting a meeting on Tuesday 15 February for anyone 
who wants to register their interest.  The girls will need to have basic 
football knowledge and, as they will be leading a session by the end of 
the programme, they will need to commit to attending extra-curricular 
workshops designed to enhance their leadership skills.  As always, 
there is a new extra-curricular timetable published this week and we 
encourage all our Year 8 students to study it carefully and commit to 
as many activities as possible.  Should there not be a club that appeals 
to your child, please remind them that they have the opportunity to 
request a club via the Student Voice and Mr Arthur.
I am very keen again this term to continue to encourage and support 
our students to look after our school environment.  As a year team we are  
still highlighting the need for our students to clear up after themselves, 
keep food off the floor and put rubbish in the bins provided; a simple 
expectation which, for some of our cohort, still needs reinforcing - 
thankfully not the majority.  In addition to this we would like our year 
group to respond to the Student Voice that is designed to allow students 
to express their understanding of the use of plastic within school so that 
ultimately we can work together to reduce the amount of plastic used - 
leading to an eco-friendlier school moving forward. 
Upcoming dates, which I am sure you will be very interested in confirming, 
are the sending home of the Full Year 8 Reports and subsequent Parents' 
Evening.  Reports go home on Monday 24 January followed by Parents' 
Evening on Wednesday 9 February.  At this moment in time, the actual 
logistics of the meeting are unknown, but we will let you know in plenty 
of time. 
A cause for celebration for Year 8 at the end of last term was a team taking 
part in a national cyber security competition.  A group of girls formed a 
team of four and took part against hundreds of other schools around 
the country.  They did a fantastic job and got through to the regional 
finals which take place in West Yorkshire next month where they will be 
up against 11 other schools from the Yorkshire and Humber area.  We 
wish them well and look forward to hearing how they did.
Their success was announced last term during final assembly - they were 
completely and utterly shocked - where amongst other things, I shared 
with the students the many fantastic comments their teachers chose to 
write  about them.  I want to finish this communication by sharing some 
of those comments so that you too can be as proud of Year 8 as we, the 
team, are. 
Ms Galvin's Year 8 German Class (8c/Ge3) - What a group!  You have 
really impressed me with how far you have come already this year.  Well 
done for all your hard work in the past few weeks (even P5 on Fridays!).  
Long may it continue!  Vielen Dank.  Ms Galvin's Year 8 French Class (8d/
Fr1) - Vous êtes merveilleux!  Well behaved, hard working and you always 
let me win “Beat the Teacher” - merci beaucoup!  Mr Pennock 8c1 Maths 
- I have really enjoyed teaching the class so far this year.  We have a laugh 
but the work gets done and in every lesson we make good progress.  
Miss Armes (8ASp1 & 8dFr2) - students have shown a fantastic attitude 
towards MFL as well as great resilience through the difficulties we have 
encountered this term.  Mr Arthur’s History class this year have been an 
absolutely delight - they are well behaved, they work hard and show a 
really positive attitude towards the subject.  They also do a great job of 
raising my spirits at the end of Monday/Tuesday as I teach them both 
lessons Period 5!  Thank you!  Miss Barrett's English class on a Tuesday 
and Friday have been an absolute joy to teach!  Superb contributions to 
lessons, hilarious stories and exceptional homework.  Miss Montagu - I 
teach the most delightful Year 8 students who always try their hardest.  
I enjoy teaching them so much!  They are such keen geographers, 
curious about all that is going on in the world around them. Thank 
you!  Miss Hollinger 8aRE2 - Well done for being so enthusiastic in RE 
and always asking many thought provoking questions.   Mrs Dobson 
- I have been really impressed with the effort and attitude of my RE 
group.  I only see them once a week, however, they always work hard
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and show engagement in the topics we have covered so far.  I have 
been so pleased with their enthusiasm over the last two terms.  Miss 
Stocks and Mr Dodson’s Maths Class (8a/3)  What a hard-working and 
focused class!  They’ve produced really high quality work that is (almost) 
always neat and accurate.  When they’ve found the maths difficult, 
they’ve kept on working and made a ton of progress. Well done to 
you all!  Miss McDonald’s and Mr Dodson’s Maths Class (8d/3)  Our 
Maths class has got stuck into some really challenging work with real 
determination.  They’ve worked hard, never given up and improved 
every lesson.  Well done all of you!  Mrs Newton's Food Tech group 
have been brilliant and have done some superb cooking this term!  Well 
done!  Mrs Lambert - I'd like to say that I've been REALLY impressed 
with my three Year 8 classes - the vast majority are trying hard and seem 
eager to do well.  They have some great contributions to make and some 
great questions to ask too!  A brilliant Autumn Term!  Mr Webb's Year 8 
Science Class - Excellent work all term from all of them.  Mrs Clarke (8d2 
Geography) - super efforts over the autumn term - well done on all the 
progress made - fabulous work.  Mr Thompson (8C1 Science) - Thank 
you for working hard this first half term and for tolerating the singing!  
Year 8 Science Mr Lever Great group.  Working hard.  Really pleased!  
8d1 English (Miss Cooper, Miss Chambers and Miss Dudley really 
enjoy teaching you).  Miss Chambers 8d/En1 - I only see them once a 
week, but they are an absolute delight to teach.  Their behaviour, effort 
and attitude in this class if fantastic, and their homework is consistently 
excellent.  Mrs Balmer - I teach 8c/En1.  They have been a delight to 
teach all year, hugely engaged, excellent contributors to discussion and 
all round wonderful students. Well done!  8D4 English Miss Woolerton 
- What a fantastic term with this class!  We have loved reading Private 
Peaceful and discussing the topic of war.  I have been so impressed 
with this class, their creative writing and also their excellent attitude and 
behaviour.  What a pleasure to teach!  Mrs Avey, 8ab girls PE - fantastic 
term's work; superb attitude, effort, resilience and team work.  8c girls 
PE - great independence, effort and team work.  A fabulous term's work.  
8d boys PE - great work rate and independent learning from both 
groups in swimming.Well done - Miss Bull 8d4 are absolutely brilliant!  
Your enthusiasm for science is inspiring, every lesson you give fantastic 
contributions and are just wonderful to teach.  Keep up the amazing 
work.  Miss Newman, 8d3 English - Fantastic ideas and discussion 
in English throughout the term.  I have been so impressed by your 
knowledge of World War One!  8a3 English - Excellent engagement 
with our topic this term and wonderful creative writing.
I hope that this has given you a flavour of the high esteem in which our 
students are held and the strong relationships they have forged with 
their teachers.  I have tried to reflect all students across the board and 
hope that you enjoyed reading these. 
As always, please contact the Year 8 team via reception or school email.   
Best wishes Mrs Mennell, Mr Handley, Ms Hirst and Mrs Avey

PLEASE SHARE:  If you would like to share students’  
achievements and events in the community, please email 

jsissons@ahs.pmat.academy.  
It’s always nice to celebrate our school community.

School Menu - w/c 10 January

Message from Mrs Balmer, Head of Year 12
Mocks: Year 12 mocks start next Monday.  These will be in class and 
students will have been told by their teachers which lessons they will 
be in.  Students should be independently revising for them.
Fundamentals: High expectations around punctuality and 
appearance continue.  Students need to be at the top of the drive by 
8.40am, ready to be in their form rooms by 8.45am.
Year 12:  Students who are interested in competitive entry should be 
speaking to Mrs Balmer, Dr Brian and Mr Gladstone.  It is important that 
they are enriching their Sixth Form curriculum ready for applications.

www.archbishopholgates.academy
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Physical Education Department
“Equipping students with the knowledge, skills and motivation to live active, healthy lives.”

  MONDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.40pm)
      -   Y9 Basketball (Gym)
      -   Y7 Badminton (Sports Hall)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.10-4.00pm)
      -   Y7, 8, 9 Netball (Sports Hall)
      -   Y10 Basketball (Gym)
      -   Beginners’ Swimming (Pool)

   TUESDAY
       LUNCHTIME (12.10-12.30pm)
      -   Y8/10/12/13 Detentions (PE1)
       LUNCHTIME (12.15-12.40pm)
      -   Y10 Netball (Sports Hall)
      -   Y8 Girls’ Fitness (Fitness Suite)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.10-4.00pm)
      -   Y7/8 Girls’ Football (Sports Hall)
      -   Y7 Basketball (Gym)
      -   Y7-11 Dance (Studio)
      -   Y9/10 Fitness (Fitness Suite)

   THURSDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.40pm)
      -   Y11 Fitness (Fitness Suite)
      -   Y11 GCSE Moderation Prep (Sports Hall)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.10-4.00pm)
      -   Y12 BTEC Sport P6 (L32)
      -   Y12/13 Basketball (Sports Hall)
     AFTER SCHOOL (3.10-4.10pm)
      -   Y10 Duke of Edinburgh (PE1)

   FRIDAY
      LUNCHTIME (12.15-12.40pm)
      -   Y7/9 Trampolining (Sports Hall)
       LUNCHTIME (1.10-1.30pm)
      -   Y7/9/11 Detentions (IT4)
       AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.15)
      -   Y7 Rookie Lifeguard (Pool)

Message from PE Department
On Google Classroom 
students can access 
general PE information, 
their Programme of 
Study, the Extra-Curricular Programme, 
Community Links and a curriculum map 
outlining what students study each year.

School PE Kit
A reminder that all PE kit should be clearly 
named.  If a student misplaces any PE kit, 
this makes it easier to return items to their 
rightful owner.
Reminder that students will be asked to 
remove ALL jewellery for PE lessons.  This 
is a health and safety precaution and must 
be adhered to.
The department would like to clarify that 
the optional PE hoodie can be used for 
PE lessons, but we encourage students to 
wear the reversible PE top as this is safer for 
rugby.

Extra-Curricular Sport
If your son/daughter has had recent 
success in a sporting activity please contact 
the school, we would love to promote 
what they have done. 

Football
Before the Christmas break, the Year 11 
boys’ football team progressed into the last 
16 of the County Cup with a 5-1 win over 
Thirsk College.  A solid win for the boys 
with many chances created throughout 
the game with goals going to Noah Hill 
(2), James White, Beau Crofford and Elliot 
Morrison. 

Cross Country Results
Good luck to the following athletes who 
are competing in the North Yorkshire 
Schools Cross Country at Catterick on 
Saturday.:

Carys Briggs         Grace Slack
Lucy Gilbertson         Lydia Scott
Katie-Anne Varga      Georgia Bell
Liv Hardy         Lottie Langan
Oscar Dawson         Sonny Love
Loic Clegg          Ignacio Zamora 
Charlie Blades              Matthew Briggs

Extra-curricular PE
Our clubs are a relaxed environment with 
a focus on participation and enjoyment, 
students don’t have to be selected in teams 
if they don’t wish to be involved.  Fixtures 
have also returned, if students would like to 
be a part of a team, they will need to attend 
training to be eligible for selection. 

Karate
Well done to George 
Chapman (8NTh) who 
achieved his red belt 
in karate in December 
with York Karate Dojo.

Basketball
The Y9 basketball team took part in an 
entertaining game against Bootham 
School on Tuesday evening.  The boys 
started quite slowly, but as the game went 
on, they began to play some excellent 
basketball.  They all worked extremely 
hard on the court and managed to reduce 
the gap to 12 points by the last quarter.  
However, the Bootham side were well-
drilled and their players made some great 
shots.  Despite losing the game, there 
were lots of positives to take from the 
performance.  VOYA and Fulford fixtures 
to come.
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