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Social Media  
Please follow us on Twitter @AHSYork or
Facebook to keep up to date with the latest news and events!

We welcome all feedback and thank all parents for 
their valuable contributions. If you have a query 
or simply an observation about the school please 
complete the form online.

AHS Feedback 

Head’s Introduction
Dear Parents and Carers,

I hope all families continue to be safe and well. 
Over the past week it has been good to share 
with families the positive position that Year 11 
students are currently in.  We look forward to 
working in partnership over the coming months 
to support students to do their very best in the 
summer exams.

Face Coverings
From today, in line with Government guidance, it will no longer be 
compulsory for students to wear a face covering in school, however this 
remains something that we would strongly encourage in communal 
areas and corridors.  As a school we shall continue to closely monitor 
the levels of Covid-19 within our community and should the need arise 
reintroduce compulsory face coverings if appropriate. 
We shall of course remain vigilant with other Covid-19 control measures 
which include enhanced ventilation, frequent cleaning (particularly 
of high contact points) and encourage regular testing of all staff and 
students.   Thank you for your continued support.

AHS Chaplaincy YouTube Channel 
Archbishop Holgate’s School Chaplaincy YouTube channel has 
material connected to whole school worship and Collective Worship.  
There are also moments of Reflection from the school Chaplain and 
items reflecting our School Values.  The address is:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC68i0uL4LZNIIVcu8B03iqw/
about or you can search for it by name.
There you’ll find the latest weekly reflection, 
written by Revd Mark, part of the Chaplaincy 
team.  In this reflection he talks about the 
impact of small forces on the big aspects of 
life.  How powerful little things can achieve 
great things.  You can find the reflection here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MJzA61wf4Vk
You will also find last weeks reflection, written by Richard Nihill, part of 
the Chaplaincy team.  It looked at the biblical account of the Wedding 
at Cana, where occurred Jesus’ first miracle of turning water into wine. 
He considered what this event tells us about God and what insights it 
might hold for us today.  If you missed it, the reflection is here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3aI2w52rLfc&t=15s 

Food for Thought
During this week’s Form Tutor Collective Worship students have been 
focusing on the incident when Jesus calms a storm and Peter almost 
sinks beneath the waves.  Students have been thinking about how we 
might ‘Fight the Fear’.  One of the quotes we have spent time thinking 
about is:
“Be strong and courageous.  Do not be 
terrified; do not be discouraged, for the Lord 
your God will be with you wherever you go.”
The Bible, Book of Joshua 1:9
To receive the daily Thought for the Day 
straight to your phone or other electronic 
device sign up to @AHSChaplaincy on Twitter.

Inspirational Music Workshops
GCSE and A Level Music students were lucky enough this week to have 
an inspiring visit from Dr Matt Lawson, a Senior Lecturer in Music at 
Oxford Brookes University.  He is an expert in film, television, and video 
game music, and released his first book ‘100 Greatest Film Scores’ in 
2018.  Matt founded the YouTube channel ‘The Musicologist’ in 2019, 
which contains educational videos for all ages and which came into 
its own during the lockdowns, with 300,000+ views primarily from 
secondary school music teachers.  From his Yorkshire home, Matt is 
now touring schools giving interactive, engaging talks on the topic 
of film music, adapting his award-winning university teaching for 
Years 9-13 in a school setting.  This was a fantastic experience for the 
students and gave them some incredible insights into the world of 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC68i0uL4LZNIIVcu8B03iqw/about
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC68i0uL4LZNIIVcu8B03iqw/about
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MJzA61wf4Vk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3aI2w52rLfc&t=15s 
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Upcoming Events

Wed 9 Feb
21-25 Feb

Y8 Parents’ Evening
Half Term

MFL Stars of the Week
Students were nominated by Language staff to receive an 

Effort merit, a postcard home and appear on the ‘Stars Wall’ 
for all their hard work:

           KS3 French - Hugo Mander, 7Hf
           KS3 German - Faith Lister, 8ECe
           KS3 Spanish - Ellie Kirkham, 7Hv
           KS4 French - Henry Lucas, 11Wa
           KS4 German - Sebi Ackerley, 11RGi
           KS4 Spanish - Ade Gilbert-Cornish, 10Br

Green Leaders
Year 12 Green Leaders have recently researched steps which fellow 
students can take to become more environmentally friendly.  
Information was gathered detailing how students could improve 
their consumption of groceries, cosmetics and fashion and lessen 
their impact on the environment.  Year 12 students were presented 
with the ideas and encouraged to make pledges on how they are 
going to take steps to become more environmentally friendly.  
Some excellent examples from students included turning old socks 
into masks, buying clothes from charity shops and bringing reusable 
water bottles and containers to school.  If you would like to find out 
more about this topic, the Year 12 Google Classroom has more 
information on steps to follow to make a positive difference.

Countdown Numbers Challenge
Students are invited to pop along to the Resource 
Centre each day next week to have a go at a daily 
Countdown Numbers Challenge.  If students 
are up for some competition - come along on 
Tuesday, 12.30pm or 1.30pm for a race against 
the clock!

Science P6
Period 6 continues this term on Wednesdays in Sc1, 2, 3 and 5.  We 
will be concentrating on Chemistry in preparation for the February 
Mock exams.  Focus this half-term will be Rates of Reaction.  Everyone 
is welcome.

Year 11 - Maths Exam Prep
In last week's Newsletter, I promoted our Maths GCSE revision Padlet 
(www.padlet.com/hcrabtreeAHS/GCSE) and I thought it would be 
beneficial to highlight some of the excellent resources to be found 
there.
This week, I'll draw your attention to the Corbett Maths website.  
Students use the 5-a-day question sheets from the website as bellwork 
in most of their lessons, but there are lots of other resources which 
they can make use of at home.  Namely, the 'videos and worksheets', 
which can be found here: https://corbettmaths.com/contents/
Topics are listed alphabetically so it should be really straightforward 
for students to find the topic they want to focus on.  They will then find 
a link for a video to watch (on average, 4 mins long) and then if they 
click on 'practise questions' it will give them a booklet of past exam 
questions solely based on that topic.  Students should work on paper/
in their books, showing all working, and then they can self-mark their 
work as full worked solutions are also provided.
A reminder that students have been given a Question Level Analysis 
breakdown of their December mock exams which highlight the topics 
they really need to focus on.  The topic list for the next set of mock 
exams (which students will sit at the end of this half term) has already 
been uploaded to Google Classroom.  As we say to our students, 'the 
only way to revise maths is to do maths'.  As always, please encourage 
your child to speak to their teacher if they need any support.  
Mrs Crabtree (Head of Maths)

Careers Corner

Nestle Apprenticeship Opportunities
Nestle, the largest food and drink manufacturer in the world, is 
hosting a virtual event on Tuesday 1 February (5.00pm-6.00pm).  
This event provides an opportunity to find out more about Nestle’s 
current apprenticeships in Engineering and Manufacturing, 
what a career with Nestle may look like and provides support 
in understanding the apprenticeship application process.  If you 
are interested in attending, please visit  https://www.eventbrite.
co.uk/e/nestle-apprenticeship-virtual-discovery-event-1st-
february-2022-tickets-242688817787 (Applicants must be 18 or 
over by 1 September 2022.)

www.padlet.com/hcrabtreeAHS/GCSE
https://corbettmaths.com/contents/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/nestle-apprenticeship-virtual-discovery-event-1st-february-2022-tickets-242688817787
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/nestle-apprenticeship-virtual-discovery-event-1st-february-2022-tickets-242688817787
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/nestle-apprenticeship-virtual-discovery-event-1st-february-2022-tickets-242688817787
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Message from Head of Year 10
It’s been an excellent start to the Spring Term with Year 10, who have 
settled in well to school life after Christmas.  Students seem very keen to 
build on the strong foundations that were set in the first term and during 
my walks around school it is lovely to see them working hard in their 
lessons.  The students have responded really well to the ‘5 fundamentals’ 
we have been promoting since the start of the new term and I have 
noticed a significant improvement in uniform, timekeeping and conduct 
across school.  Since Christmas, the Senior Leadership Team have been 
completing regular ‘learning walks’ visiting different lessons, and I have 
lost count of the amount of times I have been approached with positive 
feedback about the conduct of Year 10.  I made a point of praising this in 
the Act of Collective Worship this term and long may it continue. 
As you will be aware we made a renewed commitment to school 
uniform following the Christmas break.  Our goal is simply that students 
should feel confident, look smart and be safe.  With this in mind, we will 
continue to focus on the following areas:

•   Trousers/Skirts: Jeans and Leggings will be a particular focus
•   Jewellery: two plain studs in each ear and a single plain nose stud 
     are allowed, but nothing more
•   Makeup: Any obvious signs of make up will be removed
•   Trainers: These will be swapped at reception for school shoes
•   Hoodies: Any jumper that is not AHS branded or a coat
•   Ties: These will be issued to students if necessary, but any that are 
not returned will be charged

The improvement in uniform standards has been excellent, with the 
vast majority of students being compliant toward this.  Your support 
has been greatly appreciated and we thank you in advance for your 
continued support.  Your help in this area is making our job very much 
easier!
I have had a few students approach me in recent weeks concerned with 
their work experience placement, having missed Monday’s deadline. 
I have re-assured them that we understand that it is challenging to 
find placements this year, as many businesses do not want to take on 
work experience students, and many people are working from home! 
However, I take heart in the fact that we have 170 students placed and 
ready to go for May, so there are opportunities out there if students stick 
to it and show resilience in the face of disappointment.  If your child is 
still unable to find a work experience placement, please contact the 
school for assistance.  We cannot call/email or arrange a placement 
for every student, but we can try and point you in the right direction.  
For example, the Designer Outlet is often a good place to find work 
experience, with students in the past going from shop to shop until they 
found a placement.  Some students ended up getting a part time job 
out of this when they turned 16!
I am really pleased to see student uptake of extra-curricular activities 
continue in a variety of areas.  I know that many of our students were 
involved in the Minster service just prior to Christmas, with the music 
and drama they provided being a particular highlight of the evening. I 
am also delighted to see that a number of Year 10 students are going 
to be part of the school production of ‘Matilda’ later this half term.  I’m 
really looking forward to seeing the show, which should be excellent if 
the rehearsals are anything to go by!  I know that many of our students 
are also taking part in a range of sports both in and outside of school. 
I always look forward to hearing how they have got on, competing 
against the other schools in the district.  I know the boys’ football 
team were doing well (prior to the Christmas break) and they have 
also given a good account of themselves playing rugby union against 
more established rugby union schools (with most of our students 
preferring rugby league!).  I know that the girls have also had success 
playing rugby (and a range of other sports!) this year, and representing 
the school impeccably in recent tournaments.  I congratulate all our 
students involved in representing the school, in any format, and I am 
proud of the commitment they are showing to our school community. 
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In our recent Acts of Collective Worship, we 
have focussed on the idea of ‘Tolerance’ as 
this is the British value we are focusing on 
this half term.  We feel this is a topic that is 
becoming more important as the students 
become older and develop different interests 
or make decisions about their lives.  We began 
by looking at the idea of gender and what 
this word means.  I wanted students to reflect 
on the thought that ‘Gender’ is not always 
as simple as the assigned gender at birth, 
and in fact can be much more complicated 
than this.  The students responded well to 
this and were receptive to the message that 
in our community we must accept people 
for who they are, even if it’s complicated to 
understand.  We will follow up the topic of 
Tolerance by looking at the Holocaust in the 
coming weeks.  This is an important message 
to students to remind them of the very serious 
consequences of intolerance toward others. 
Thank you for all the hard work you are doing 
at home to continue to support your child, 
this is having a very significant impact toward 
their success at school.  The Year 10 pastoral 
team are always available to help with any 
questions or queries you may have. 

Do please get in touch by emailing navery@ahs.pmat.academy (Head 
of Year), emontagu@ahs.pmat.academy (Assistant Head of Year) and/
or ejohnstone@ahs.pmat.academy (Pastoral Support Worker); or 
alternatively, you can call main school Reception and we will get back 
to you as soon as we can.

Mr N Avery (Head of Year 10)
Miss E Montagu (Assistant Head of Year 10)
Miss E Johnstone (Pastoral Support Worker for Year 10)

University of York’s Shakespeare Society
There will be performances of ‘As You Like It’ by 
the University of York’s Shakespeare Society this 
weekend.  There are three performances taking 
place over the weekend, with all tickets only 
£2.00. 
Dates: 28, 29 & 30 January
Time: 7.30pm (2h 30m inc. interval)
Venue: The Bowland Theatre
 Berrick Saul Building, Harewood Way,
 Heslington, York YO10 5DD
Tickets can be purchased via: https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/
university-of-york-shakespeare-society

PLEASE SHARE:  If you would like to share students’  
achievements and events in the community, please email 
jsissons@ahs.pmat.academy.  It’s always nice to celebrate 

our school community.

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/university-of-york-shakespeare-society
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/university-of-york-shakespeare-society
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Thoughtfulness:  The quality of being kind and thinking about 
other people’s needs.
“They were capable of such thoughtfulness and generosity 
towards others.”
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School Menu - w/c 31 January
VACANCIES

Archbishop Holgate’s School
School Assistant

Grade 4 – £14,207 per annum (this is the pro rata salary)
Part Time (32.5 hours per week), 8.20am–3.20pm, term time

Closing date for applications: Monday 7 February, 8.00am

Teacher of Maths
Teacher of Geography

Mainscale
Closing date for applications: Wednesday 9 February, 8.00am

Casual Exam Invigilator
During internal/external exams throughout the school year

The post is paid £10 per hour
Closing date for applications:  Monday 14 February, 8.00am

Cleaning Assistant
Required as soon as possible

Part Time (20 hpw), Full Year (Mon-Fri, 3.30-7.30pm)
£9.50 per hour

For more information visit:
www.archbishopholgates.academy/staff/vacancies

Pathfinder MAT is an equal opportunities employer, committed to 
safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children.  

Enhanced DBS check will be required.

This Week’s 
Sixth Form News

Message from Mrs Balmer, Head of Year 12
Mock week:  Year 12 conducted themselves extremely well last 
week and we look forward to seeing their hard work pay off.  We 
will use the results to help inform support and guidance for their 
progression pathways.  Parents’ Evening is on Wednesday 16 March.

Competitive Admissions:  Opportunities to support Year 12 
students looking at competitive entry are being posted on Google 
Classroom.  We encourage students to keep a close eye on these and 
explore them further if they believe they will be beneficial.

Career Ready: It was great to see students meeting their mentors at 
the icebreaker event last week.  Students will have the opportunity to 
meet their mentors in person in due course.

Message from Mr Charlton, Head of Year 13
Year 13 Lunchtime and Period 6 sessions:  Year 13 subject 
support continues at lunchtime and after school.  Students should 
be attending sessions that are available for the subjects they study.  
Should you have any Year 13 queries please do get in touch with Mr 
Charlton - mcharlton@ahs.pmat.academy or Mrs De Lashley - fde.
lashley@ahs.pmat.academy 

Year 13 Progression Plans:  We continue to alert students to 
apprenticeship and employment opportunities on our Year 13 
Google Classroom.  Please encourage your child to check this 
regularly for the latest vacancies and opportunities available to them 
in York and to have registered an account at: https://www.gov.uk/
apply-apprenticeship.  Please do not hesitate to be in contact if you 
would like further support.

OF THE WEEK

@LordMayorYork:  A 
wonderful time talking 
to these impressive, 
talented students!

www.archbishopholgates.academy/staff/vacancies
https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
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Physical Education Department
“Equipping students with the knowledge, skills and motivation to live active, healthy lives.”

  MONDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.40pm)
      -   Y9 Basketball (Gym)
      -   Y7 Badminton (Sports Hall)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.10-4.00pm)
      -   Y7, 8, 9 Netball (Sports Hall)
      -   Y10 Basketball (Gym)
      -   Beginners’ Swimming (Pool)

   TUESDAY
       LUNCHTIME (12.10-12.30pm)
      -   Y8/10/12/13 Detentions (PE1)
       LUNCHTIME (12.15-12.40pm)
      -   Y10 Netball (Sports Hall)
      -   Y8 Girls’ Fitness (Fitness Suite)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.10-4.00pm)
      -   Y7/8 Girls’ Football (Sports Hall)
      -   Y7 Basketball (Gym)
      -   Y7-11 Dance (Studio)
      -   Y9/10 Fitness (Fitness Suite)

   THURSDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.40pm)
      -   Y11 Fitness (Fitness Suite)
      -   Y11 GCSE Moderation Prep (Sports Hall)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.10-4.00pm)
      -   Y12 BTEC Sport P6 (L32)
      -   Y12/13 Basketball (Sports Hall)
     AFTER SCHOOL (3.10-4.10pm)
      -   Y10 Duke of Edinburgh (PE1)

   FRIDAY
      LUNCHTIME (12.15-12.40pm)
      -   Y7/9 Trampolining (Sports Hall)
       LUNCHTIME (1.10-1.30pm)
      -   Y7/9/11 Detentions (IT4)
       AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.15)
      -   Y7 Rookie Lifeguard (Pool)

Google Classroom
On Google Classroom 
students can access 
general PE information, 
their Programme of 
Study, the Extra-Curricular Programme, 
Community Links and a curriculum map 
outlining what students study each year.

School PE Kit
A reminder that all PE kit should be clearly 
named.  If a student misplaces any PE kit, 
this makes it easier to return items to their 
rightful owner.
Reminder that students will be asked to 
remove ALL jewellery for PE lessons.  This 
is a health and safety precaution and must 
be adhered to.
The department would like to clarify that 
the optional PE hoodie can be used for 
PE lessons, but we encourage students to 
wear the reversible PE top as this is safer for 
rugby.

Extra-Curricular Sport
If your son/daughter has had recent 
success in a sporting activity please contact 
the school, we would love to promote 
what they have done. 

Extra-curricular PE
Our clubs are a relaxed environment with 
a focus on participation and enjoyment, 
students don’t have to be selected in teams 
if they don’t wish to be involved.  Fixtures 
have also returned, if students would like to 
be a part of a team, they will need to attend 
training to be eligible for selection. 
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Year 9 Basketball
AHS  v MCE
The boys took part in an entertaining 
game against Manor School on Tuesday 
evening.  This was their best performance 
of the season, both offensively and 
defensively.  Both teams played the game 
at a fast pace and were evenly matched 
throughout.  Despite going into the last 
quarter ahead, AHS couldn’t quite keep 
the visitors from making a last minute 
comeback.  The game finished 25-25.

AHS v VOYA
Mr Norris took over coaching 
responsibilities for the match against Vale 
of York Academy on Thursday evening.  
Once again, the effort, team work and 
determination on display was excellent.  
AHS were 8 points behind with 3 minutes 
to go and managed to bring it back to 
within 2 points.  Unfortunately, they ran 
out of time to score that all important last 
basket.  Brilliant effort!

Year 10 Rugby
The Year 10s lost 52-14 to a very strong 
Harrogate Grammar team.  Two tries from 
Tom Hardy and 2 conversions from Dan 
Clarke.  Despite the score line, it was a 
good performance that wasn’t reflected 
by the final result.


