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Social Media  
Please follow us on Twitter @AHSYork or
Facebook to keep up to date with the latest news and events!

We welcome all feedback and thank all parents for 
their valuable contributions. If you have a query 
or simply an observation about the school please 
complete the form online.

AHS Feedback 

Head’s Introduction
Dear Parents and Carers,

This is the time of year when teachers across 
school give up time after school to provide 
additional lessons for students and we are 
delighted that staff are willing to do this.  Year 13 
take-up for Period 6 is already strong, but I would 
ask Year 11 parents to encourage attendance at 
these sessions in the weeks to come.  Numbers 

are currently lower than we would expect and these additional sessions 
can make a real difference.  Year 11 students will have now received an 
intervention rewards booklet - this means when they attend a lunch 
time session or a P6 session, they will receive stamps that work towards 
a choice of rewards.

Year 11 Revision Skills Evening
There will be a Revision Skills Evening for parents and students on 
Tuesday 5 April, 5.00-7.00pm.  The evening will include a range of stalls 
giving parents and students information on health and wellbeing, 
healthy eating, memory and retention tips, a range of subject areas, 
supporting more able students, plus a range of other stalls.  There will 
then be some key presentations that parents can choose to attend 
about exams in the core subjects and how to prepare for these.

School Show - Matilda
Tickets are now available via ParentPay or can be purchased from main 
reception at break and lunchtimes or on the door at performances.

Performances are:
Tuesday 22 March, 7pm and Thursday 24 March, 7pm - CAST A 
Wednesday 23 March, 4pm and Friday 25 March, 7pm - CAST B
Prices: Adult £5; Child/OAP £3; Family ticket £15

York students attend prestigious London event
Commonwealth Day 2022
On Monday, students from Archbishop Holgate’s School travelled to 
London to join 600 children and young people from across the UK in 
celebration of Commonwealth Day at Westminster Abbey as part of a 
congregation of over 2,000 people.
The event is the largest annual multi-faith Service in the UK and is usually 
attended by Her Majesty The Queen, Head of the Commonwealth.  She 
was represented this year by HRH Prince Charles, who was joined by 
senior members of the Royal Family, The Prime Minister, members of the 
cabinet and other MPs, Commonwealth Heads of State, Ambassadors 
and specially invited guests.
Richard Nihill, the School’s Chaplain said: “The students and I were 
very excited about being given this wonderful opportunity.  We 
had an amazing day in London, meeting people from across the 
Commonwealth and seeing members of the Royal Family at this 
unique event.  It surpassed all our expectations and was unforgettable.  
When we arrived at the Abbey it was wonderful to be personally 
greeted by Lord Sentamu, former Patron of Archbishop Holgate’s, who 
was delivering the reflection at the service and was waiting to greet 
members of the royal family.”
Before the service, the group had a guided tour of the Renaissance 
paintings of the National Gallery and saw some of London’s most 
famous sights; including Covent Garden, Trafalgar Square, Downing 
Street, the Houses of Parliament and Buckingham Palace.
(continued overleaf)
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Upcoming Events
Thu 17 Mar
22-25 Mar

Wed 30 Mar
Mon 4 Apr
Tue 5 Apr
Fri 8 Apr

11-22 Apr
Mon 25 Apr

Annual Holgate Science Lecture, 7.00pm, NSLC
School Show - Matilda
Y11 Parents’ Evening
Y11 & Y13 Year Group Photo
Y11 Revision Skills Evening
Training Day (school closed to students)
Easter Holiday
Students return

Food for Thought
This week’s topic for Form Tutor Collective Worship has been produced 
by a Sixth Form student, focussing on Ukraine and praying for peace.    
One of our daily quotes:
“Peace begins with a smile.”
Mother Teresa, 20th C Roman Catholic nun 
and missionary
To receive the daily Thought for the Day 
straight to your phone or other electronic 
device sign up to @AHSChaplaincy on Twitter.

MFL Stars of the Week
Students were nominated by Language staff to receive an 

Effort merit, a postcard home and appear on the ‘Stars Wall’ 
for all their hard work:

           KS3 French - Mya Danks, 7Cy
           KS3 German - Owen Bartholomew, 8CBr
           KS3 Spanish - Lexi Meldrum
           KS4 French - Jake Buckton, 11Al
           KS4 German - Freya Brumby, 11RGi
           KS4 Spanish - Lucie Daniel, 11ERo

The Service, broadcast live on the BBC, celebrates the unity and 
diversity of the modern Commonwealth and aims to foster a greater 
understanding of the Commonwealth’s role and achievements.  This year 
the theme was 'Delivering a Common Future', highlighting how the 54 
member countries in the Commonwealth family work together.  Since 
this year is Her Majesty The Queen’s Jubilee Year, there was also a special 
focus on the role service plays in the lives of people and communities 
across the Commonwealth.
Attendees at the service were treated to performances from Mica 
Paris, members of the Whānau London Voices, Emeli Sandé and the 
London African Gospel Choir, and south London-based steel orchestra, 
Melodians.  There was also a collaboration between poet Imtiaz Dharker 
and sitarist Jasdeep Singh Degun.
In his Address, the Right Reverend and Right Honourable the Lord 
Sentamu, the former Archbishop of York, reflected on HM The Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee and her seventy years of dedicated service to the 
Commonwealth: ‘The Holy Spirit working in her has made Service and 
Duty her everyday way of life’.
Student, Reuben Stockdale said: “I really enjoyed today as it was 
something different from normal school.  It was a unique opportunity 
that very few people get to experience and I am very happy that I was 
one of them”.
School Captain, Oliver Pugh said: “The whole day was a fascinating 
experience, in both taking part in an extraordinary celebration of our 
Commonwealth and its future, and celebrating our British values, as well 
as seeing the most influential figures in the country stand before our very 
eyes.  It was a memorable occasion, to which I was honoured to represent 
Archbishop Holgate’s School”.
Commonwealth Day is marked annually on the second Monday in 
March.  It is a celebration of the Commonwealth’s rich diversity and an 
opportunity to promote understanding on global issues, international 
cooperation and the work of Commonwealth civil society organisations.

 
Careers Corner

Football Coaching Experience at Askham Bryan College 
in partnership with Leeds United FC Programme

On Saturday 19 March, 10am-12 noon) Askham Bryan College, 
partnered with Leeds United FC, are offering an opportunity to 
learn more about football training methods and classes, pathways 
out of the programme, playing in College League and becoming 
a student athlete at Askham Bryan College. 
To register, please visit https://tinyurl.com/ycymuvus

Support for Ukrainian Refugees
Our amazingly generous staff have been donating 
(and buying!) blankets, jumpers, shoes, medicine 
and sanitary supplies for Ukrainian refugees in 
partnership with a local team of volunteers who 
have organised transport to get these much needed 
items to individuals who have had to leave their 
homes and loved ones behind.  The response has 
been overwhelming and Mrs Lambert would like to publicly thank staff 
for everything they've provided.  This is evidence of our amazing school 
community and commitment to our Christian Values - in particular, 
compassion and justice.

9SLa's Charity Work
Members of 9SLa have decided to collectively do 
30,000 squats this March to raise money for Marie 
Curie Cancer Care and Mind.  Why?  Because there 
are people in our families and community that are, 
or have been, affected by cancer and poor mental 
health.  We want to raise money to help fund 
research to help those suffering.  Please sponsor us 

– whatever you can afford will be much appreciated!  Please share these 
links with family and friends!  To donate to:
Marie Curie: https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/yr9atahs
Mind: https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/9slaahs

https://tinyurl.com/ycymuvus
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/yr9atahs
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/9slaahs
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Attendance
Do you know that...  By law, all children of 
compulsory school age (between 5 and 16) must 
get a suitable, full-time education.  Parents/carers 
are responsible for making sure this happens, 
either by registering their child at a school or by 
making other arrangements which provide a 
suitable full-time education.  Once your child 
is registered at a school you are responsible for 
making sure they attend regularly.  If your child fails to attend regularly 
– even if they miss school without you knowing – the Local Authority 
(LA) may take legal action against you.  The LA (City of York Council) 
is responsible for making sure that parents fulfil their responsibilities.  
Parents are responsible for making sure that their registered children 
regularly attend school and any alternative provision arranged for them.
What we do as a school...  We want to work with all our students, 
parents and carers to maximise attendance and give students every 
opportunity to maximise their choices throughout life.  We understand 
that there are many reasons why a student’s attendance might not be 
as good as we or you might wish and want to work together to support 
them to attend school and maximise their life chances.
However...  According to 1996 Education which stipulates  ‘parents have 
a duty to ensure their child receives an appropriate full time education.  
If they fail in this duty they may be guilty of an offence under Section 
444(1a) of the Education Act 1996 and liable to prosecution.  If convicted 
you can be fined up to a maximum of £2500 per parent and/or receive 
a custodial sentence of up to 3 months.  Alternatively the authority have 
the right to issue you with a fixed penalty notice which would mean you 
have to make a payment of either £60 or £120 depending on when you 
pay the notice.
•  If you take your child on holiday during term time, we will refer you 
to the LA who have the right to issue parents with a fine ('fixed penalty 
notice') or prosecute them if their child does not attend school regularly.  
Penalty notices are fines of £60 or £120 (dependent on when paid) 
imposed on parents/carers.
•  If attendance is below 90% and after working with parents/carers 
attendance does not improve, we will refer you to the LA who have 
the right to issue parents/carers with a fine ('fixed penalty notice') or 
prosecute them if their child does not attend school regularly.  Penalty 
notices are fines of £60 or £120 (dependent on when paid) imposed on 
parents/carers.

We ask that all families support their child and the school by:
•  Sending their child to school every day unless they are too ill to attend.
•  Ensuring their child arrives at school before 8.45am, fully prepared and 
equipped for school.
•  Avoid medical appointments in school time, but if an appointment is 
unavoidable students should attend school prior to the appointment (if 
possible) and be brought back to school after their appointment.
•  Contacting Head of Year or Pastoral Support Worker if there are any 
issues preventing attendance.

We ask that all parents/carers support the school by reporting 
absences:
Report every absence to school via:
•  The absence line (01904 411341)
•  Send a message using the MyEd App
•  Email attendance@ahs.pmat.academy
If an absence is not reported and is unexplained, parents/carers will be 
contacted, as it is our duty to safeguard.  We ask that parents/carers keep 
school up to date with changes to contact details.
Coming soon...
•  At Easter we will be introducing a new school app provided by a 
company called 'ClassCharts'.  This will allow you to see your child's 
attendance and to report an absence through the app.

Message from Assistant Head of Year 9
Firstly, I just want to take this opportunity to 
remind parents about attendance and Year 9 
have certainly been improving which is great to 
see.  Recent studies have shown that absence 
from school has a significant impact on the 
success of students and can have a long-term 
impact through to their GCSEs.  In one of these 
studies, it has shown that of those students 
that have 100% attendance, 79% of them 
achieve 5+ good GCSEs.  At 95%, this figure falls 
to 69%.  At 90%, this falls even further to 53% 
and by 85% attendance, this figure for success 
becomes 36%.  When considering that 5% 
attendance is around 7 days absence, it really 
is crucial that students are in school every day.  
To put this into further context, if your child has 
lower than 95% attendance, this means that 
they are attending school less than the average 
child across the country.  We greatly appreciate 
families support with attendance, thank you. 
Please contact the Year team if you’d like any 
support with attendance.
This week our Act of Collective Worship, held on 
International Women’s Day, it was a pleasure as a women to host this 
Act of Collective Worship, we discussed all the positive changes that 
have happened in the UK such as the right for women to vote as well as 
examples of challenges that women still face in the UK and across the 
world.  Our British Value focus for this half term is Individual Liberty and 
we discussed that it is important for all genders to be able to express 
who they are as individuals and as a community we celebrate each 
other and our differences. 
I would also like to take this opportunity of reminding families about 
the school show, Matilda.  As a year team we are extremely proud of the 
students in Year 9 who are in the production and I cannot wait to see it 
myself!  Tickets are on sale via reception or ParentPay and the show is on 
from Tuesday 22 March - Friday 25 March. 
We are also looking forward to taking our Geography students on 
fieldwork trip in Leeds at the end of this month.  Classes will be going on 
either Monday 28 or Tuesday 29 March, letters have been given out this 
week in Geography lessons.  The aim of this trip is for students to gain a 
better understanding of the ‘Urban Issues and Challenges’ unit of work, 
putting theory into practice in a real-life context and to prepare them 
for their third GCSE paper ‘Geographical Applications’.  Students will be 
taking part in a number of data collection techniques such as land use 
surveys, environmental surveys and field sketches.  
If you have any issues regarding your child in Year 9, do please be in touch 
by emailing aarthur@ahs.pmat.academy (Head of Year), mdeacon@
ahs.pmat.academy (Assistant Head of Year) and/or rdeamer@ahs.pmat.
academy (Pastoral Support Worker); or alternatively, you can call Main 
School Reception (01904 411341) and we will get back to you as soon 
as we can.
Miss Deacon

PLEASE SHARE:  If you would like to share students’  
achievements and events in the community, 

please email jsissons@ahs.pmat.academy.  It’s always nice 
to celebrate our school community.
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This Week’s 
Sixth Form News

Message from Mrs Balmer, 
Head of Year 12
Parents’ Evening:  Thank you to all those who attended 
Parents’ Evening yesterday.  This was an important 
opportunity to consider how students are progressing in 
lessons and how we can best support them towards the 
end of the year.

Career Ready:  The next Career Ready Masterclass is on 
Wednesday 23 March at Aviva in York.  This session will 
focus on ‘Success at Interview’, which we hope will be a 
useful opportunity. 

Work Experience:  The deadline for work experience 
applications was Monday 14 March.  It is important if 
students have been unable to organise a week’s work 
experience that they contact Mrs Balmer or Miss Overton 
ASAP.

Message from Mr Charlton, Head of Year 13
Attendance:  Since we are weeks away from stand-down we have a series 
of challenges to encourage the best of habits in the lead up to the exam 
season.
-  We are offering a prize for any student with 100% attendance between 
now and Easter
-  We are offering a prize for any student with 100% attendance to P6 
between now and Easter
-  We are considering a range of awards for the Leavers’ Ceremony to 
celebrate successes, big and small

Year 13 Mock Next Steps:  Students will receive results over the next two 
weeks in class.  These will inform us as to best next steps for intervention. 

Period 6:  All students should be attending Period 6 throughout the week.  
These sessions are an invaluable opportunity to clarify understanding and 
practise exam skills ahead of the exams.

Reminder - BTEC Winter Exam Results:  The external results will made 
available to students on Thursday 24 March.  We will provide more details 
shortly regarding where they will be issued.  Each student will have a 1-2-1 
meeting with a member of the Sixth Form Team on Thursday 24 March to 
discuss current position, resits and stand-down dates.

Year 11 Maths GCSE - 
Targeted exam practise workbooks
These workbooks are available to purchase (£3 each) via Parent Pay.
Grade 8-9:  This brilliant book is perfect for students aiming for the top 
grades in Higher Level Edexcel GCSE Maths.  It’s packed with realistic exam-
style questions covering only the most difficult topics, so it’s a great way to 
make sure students are on track for the top grade in the real exams.  Step-by-
step solutions to every question (with a full mark scheme) are included.
Grade 4-5:  This workbook is perfect for Foundation students aiming for 
those top foundation grades.  It's packed with realistic exam-style questions 
covering only the most challenging Edexcel Foundation Maths topics, so you 
know students will be fully prepared for the real thing.  Step-by-step solutions 
to every question (with a full mark scheme) are included at the back of the 
book.
Mrs Helen Crabtree, Director of Mathematics

Year 11 - Maths Period 6 Sessions
Sessions continue on Mondays.
The topics covered are highlighted in the table below (all picked 
out from the Advanced Information).
We will be focusing on exam questions and exam technique - 
looking forward to seeing our Year 11's there.
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Physical Education Department
“Equipping students with the knowledge, skills and motivation to live active, healthy lives.”

  MONDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.40pm)
      -   Y9 Football (Gym)
      -   Y7 Badminton (Sports Hall)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.10-4.00pm)
      -   Y7, 8, 9 Netball (Sports Hall)
      -   Y9-13 Volleyball (Gym)
      -   Beginners’ Swimming (Pool)

   TUESDAY
       LUNCHTIME (12.10-12.30pm)
      -   Y8/10/12/13 Detentions (PE1)
       LUNCHTIME (12.15-12.40pm)
      -   Y10 Netball (Sports Hall)
      -   Y8 Fitness (Fitness Suite)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.10-4.00pm)
      -   Y8 Girls’ Leadership (Sports Hall)
      -   Y7 Basketball (Gym)
      -   Y7-11 Dance (Studio)
      -   Y8/9/10 Fitness (Fitness Suite)
      -   Y11 GCSE Moderation (IT4/Sports Hall)

      WEDNESDAY
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.10-4.00pm)
      -   Y13 BTEC Sport P6 (L33)

   THURSDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.40pm)
      -   Y11 Basketball (Sports Hall)
      -   Y11 GCSE Moderation Prep (Sports Hall)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.10-4.00pm)
      -   Y12 BTEC Sport P6 (L32)
      -   Y8 Rugby (Back Field)
      -   Y10 Duke of Edinburgh (PE1)

   FRIDAY
       LUNCHTIME (1.10-1.30pm)
      -   Y7/9/11 Detentions (IT4)
       LUNCHTIME (1.10-1.40pm)
      -   Y7 Trampolining (Sports Hall)
       AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.15)
      -   Y7 Rookie Lifeguard (Pool)

www.archbishopholgates.academy

Google Classroom
On Google Classroom 
students can access 
general PE information, 
their Programme of 
Study, the Extra-Curricular Programme, 
Community Links and a curriculum map 
outlining what students study each year.

School PE Kit
A reminder that all PE kit should be clearly 
named.  If a student misplaces any PE kit, 
this makes it easier to return items to their 
rightful owner.
Reminder that students will be asked to 
remove ALL jewellery for PE lessons.  This 
is a health and safety precaution and must 
be adhered to.
The department would like to clarify that 
the optional PE hoodie can be used for 
PE lessons, but we encourage students to 
wear the reversible PE top as this is safer for 
rugby.

Extra-curricular PE
Please see our new extra-curricular 
programme (School Clubs list) for this 
half term.  Remember that our clubs are 
a relaxed environment with a focus on 
participation and enjoyment, students 
don’t have to be selected in teams.  Fixtures 
are also now back on, so if students would 
like to be a part of a team, they will need to 
attend training to be eligible for selection. 

Football
The Year 11 boys progressed through to 
the semi-finals of the County Cup with a 
3-2 win over Richmond.  The boys were 
pegged back from a lead twice within the 
game, but thoroughly deserved the late 
winner which came through a brilliant 
Sebi Ackerley free kick.  AHS were twice 
ahead through two well taken goals by 
Beau Crofford.  A great team performance 
all round with mention to Tom Reed and 
Nick Maddison for their solid defensive 
displays, but ‘Man of the Match’ for his all 
round performance and late winner goes 
to Sebi Ackerley.

Leadership
Launch of the girls’ Leadership 
Workshop… watch this space.  With help 
from our previous leader, Anna Tarn, doing 
work experience for her DofE Award. 

Football
Second to last game of the year for 
the Year 7 Girls’ football team against 
Bootham.  Great to see some new faces 
trying something new! 
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School Menu - w/c 21 March
Monday 21 March welcomes our Roald Dahl week.  Mrs Calvert has 
designed an exciting menu based on characters and food from his 
famous books, this is to celebrate the school production of Matilda. 

Check out our menu below ...

Volition:  The faculty or power of using one’s will.
“They choose to leave early of their own volition.”

OF THE WEEK

@AHSArtsAward:  Don’t miss 
your chance to see these guys 
in action next week!  
@MatildaMusical   @AHSYork

Plastic Free Fortnight -  21 March - 1 April
Calling all eco warriors - to try and raise awareness of how to reduce 
plastic in school our amazing catering team (along with Eco Club) are 
aiming for a plastic free fortnight! 

In AHS alone we use 4320 plastic bottles a week, 21,600 on average of 
a 5-week term and a staggering 168,480 per academic year! 

Therefore we are asking students and their families to try, for two 
weeks, to reduce their single use plastic usage!  We will be selling 
alternatives such as pouches for drinks along with cartons of milk and 
juice which can all be recycled.

The catering team have been taking great strides forward and also 
using companies such as Vegware for most of our takeaway options  
which use biodegradable and recyclable materials.  In addition, we 
recycle all of our tins, cardboard and plastic that comes into the kitchen! 

We would love families to lead at home with conversations about 
plastic free fortnight and try and encourage students to buy the 
recyclable options or even bring their own water bottles.  There will 
be top tips in the daily notices as well as posters around school.  Thank 
you for your support! 

AHS Chaplaincy YouTube Channel 
Archbishop Holgate’s School Chaplaincy 
YouTube channel has material connected to 
whole school worship and Collective Worship. 
There are also moments of Reflection from 
the school Chaplain and items reflecting our 
School Values.  The address is:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC68i0uL4LZNIIVcu8B03iqw/
about or you can search for it by name.
There you’ll find the latest weekly reflection, written by Richard Nihill, 
part of the Chaplaincy team.  It reflects on Jesus’ temptation in the 
desert and what it can teach us about how we should use the power 
that we have.  You can find the reflection here:
https://youtube.com/watch?v=sQZww5M5zCk

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC68i0uL4LZNIIVcu8B03iqw/about
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC68i0uL4LZNIIVcu8B03iqw/about
https://youtube.com/watch?v=sQZww5M5zCk


Job Site Manager 

School Badger Hill, Hempland  and Heworth 

Primary Schools 

Details Grade 5, Level 1-4: £20,672 – £21,802 per 

annum (actual salary £15,085 – £15,909). 

Permanent, Part time: 27 hours per week 

(full year). 

Closes NA 

Job Mobile School Cleaner 

School Across various schools 

Details £10.30 per hour 

Permanent, Part time: 16.25 hours per 

week (term time only). 

Closes NA 

OUR SCHOOLS ARE 
RECRUITING 

Support Staff Vacancies 

Visit our website or  

scan the QR code for 

details and to apply  

Pathfinder Multi Academy Trust is an equal opportunities employer, committed to 

safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children. Enhanced DBS check required. 

Job School Cleaner 

School Clifton with Rawcliffe Primary School 

Details £9.50 per hour. Permanent, Part time: 

16.25 per week, term time plus 2 weeks 

during Easter and 3 weeks during the 

summer holiday. 

3.30pm to 6.45pm, Monday to Friday 

Closes Friday 18 March 2022 at midnight 

Job Teaching Assistant - 1:1 to support a child 

with complex learning needs 

School Hempland Primary School 

Details Grade 4, Level 1: £18,865 to £20,013 per 
annum (reduced pro rata). 

Permanent, Part time: Max 30 hours per 
week (term time only) 

Possible job share available. 

Closes Friday 1 April at midnight 

Job School Office Manager 

School Acomb Primary School 

Details Grade 7 Level 1-4 (£25,192 to £27,338 per 
annum) reduced pro-rata to: £20,327.74 

Permanent, Part time: 33.25 hours per 
week (term time + 2 weeks). 

Closes Friday 25 March at 12pm 

https://pathfinder.academy/careers/vacancies/
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