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Social Media  
Please follow us on Twitter @AHSYork or
Facebook to keep up to date with the latest news and events!

We welcome all feedback and thank all parents for 
their valuable contributions. If you have a query 
or simply an observation about the school please 
complete the form online.

AHS Feedback 

Upcoming Events

Mon 2 May
Wed 4 May
Fri 19 May

30 May-3 Jun
Mon 6 Jun

May Bank Holiday (school closed to students)
Y10 Parents’ Evening
Y13 Leavers’ Service
Half Term
Students return

Head’s Introduction
Dear Parents and Carers,

It was good to welcome everyone back after the 
Easter break ready for the busy term ahead.  
We look forward to the Year 10 Parents’ Evening 
next week, Wednesday 4 May.  I have been 
extremely impressed with the effort and 
progress of our young people across this year 
group.

School Uniform
From Monday ‘school hoodies’ will not be allowed to be worn in lessons.  
As the weather warms up we are going back to the policy we had before 
Covid, where students can wear them to and from school, but not in 
lessons.  I know that having the hoodie for this purpose is much valued 
and this has been a welcome optional part of our school uniform.

Covid Update
Following on from my letter sent just before the holiday, we would 
like to take this opportunity to remind families of the new Covid 
guidance.  All children and young people who are unwell and have a 
high temperature should stay at home and avoid contact with other 
people.  They can return to school when they no longer have a high 
temperature and they are well enough to attend.
From Monday, asymptomatic testing is no longer recommended by 
the Government for children or adults, if you have any unopened boxes 
of test kits we kindly ask that these are returned to school.
The Government’s rationale behind the change in guidance is that the 
population now has a much stronger protection against Covid than at 
any other point in the pandemic.  This means we can begin to manage 
the virus like other respiratory infections thanks to the success of the 
vaccination programme alongside natural immunity and increased 
scientific and public understanding about how to manage the virus.  As 
ever we appreciate the ongoing support from families.

ClassCharts
As a school we are now using ClassCharts 
and ask that parents either download 
the app from their phone store (search 
“ClassCharts, Parents”) or regularly visits the 
ClassCharts website.
A reminder the app will allow you to…

•  See how well your child is performing each day by tracking the 
merits they are awarded.
•  See your child’s attendance.  Please remember that for anyone with 
attendance below 90% this is classified as ‘Persistently Absent’ by the 
Government and as a school we need to be doing everything we 
can to improve it.  We know for some students these absences will 
be unavoidable, however for others they by law should have been in 
school. 
•  Report any absences from the phone.
•  See any detentions your child has received.
•  See any messages (announcements) from the school, including the 
weekly newsletter.  
If you would like any support please do contact your child’s pastoral 
team who will be very happy to help.
We would like to thank all the parents who have already accessed 
ClassCharts and would very much welcome any feedback or useful 
suggestions as to how we can use ClassCharts, please complete the 
feedback form at: https://forms.gle/TmHN99kpyARwfw3m8 

New School Lottery!
We have recently registered for a new school 
lottery.  The new lottery allows you to support 
the school whilst having a chance to win 
weekly cash prizes. 
To sign up please go to: https://www.
yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/
archbishop-holgates-school
Please forward this link to any family and friends (over 16) who may also 
want to play our lottery.
Members of the existing 200 Club will be contacted separately about 
the winding down of this scheme. 

https://forms.gle/TmHN99kpyARwfw3m8 
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/archbishop-holgates-school
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/archbishop-holgates-school
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/archbishop-holgates-school
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Food for Thought
This week’s topic for Form Tutor Collective Worship is ‘Be a Light in the 
Darkness’.  This is the final part of the Way Maker series.  We are now 
at the end of our journey through Lent and Easter, reflecting on Jesus’ 
ministry and his example of being a ‘way 
maker’ and serving others.  One of our daily 
quotes:
“Even the darkest night will end and the sun 
will rise.”
Victor Hugo, 19C French poet, novelist, essayist 
and playwright
To receive the daily Thought for the Day straight to your phone or other 
electronic device sign up to @AHSChaplaincy on Twitter.

Year 10 English Language
Congratulations to Year 10 who conducted themselves brilliantly 
during their English Spoken Language Endorsement assessments 
just before Easter.  It was a pleasure to listen to such articulate and 
passionate young people sharing their views on a wide range of topics.  
Thank you to the many parents and carers who have been listening to 
these speeches at home to help them prepare and thank you to the 
English staff for guiding students through a challenging requirement of 
the English Language course.  It was wonderful to see their proud faces 
as students completed such an important life skill.  Well done Year 10.  
Ms Evans, English KS4 Lead

 

Careers Corner

Tomorrow’s World - 
Future Motor Vehicle Technicians Event
York College is hosting an event for students (ages 14-19) 
and their parents/carers on Wednesday 4 May, 5.00-9.00pm.  
The event is for students who have interests in engineering 
and the future of the automotive industry.  There will be a 
series of demonstrations and an opportunity to meet with 
30 manufacturers from the automotive industry.  For more 
information and to register, please visit: https://www.eventbrite.
co.uk/e/tomorrows-world-the-future-of-automotive-york-
college-tickets-303784366217.

Vitamins - School Nurse Update
Vitamins are important because 8% of children do not have enough 
vitamin A in their diet.  Children in the UK are at risk of vitamin D 
deficiency, including teenagers.
Good sources of vitamin A include:
   Dairy products
   Fortified fat spreads
   Carrots, sweet potatoes, swede and mangoes
   Dark green vegetables, such as spinach, cabbage and broccoli
Good sources of vitamin C include:
   Oranges
   Kiwi fruit
   Strawberries
   Broccoli
   Tomatoes
   Peppers
Good sources of vitamin D:
Vitamin D is only found in a few foods, such as oily fish and eggs.  It's 
also added to some foods, such as fat spreads and breakfast cereals.  It 
is difficult to get enough vitamin D from food alone.  The main source 
of vitamin D is summer sunlight on our skin; though it is important to 
keep your skin safe in the sun.
We should be able to get all the vitamins and minerals we need from 
a healthy balanced diet, but for some people a multivitamin can fill 
nutritional gaps in your diet.
The Department of Health and Social Care recommends everybody to 
take a daily supplement containing 10 micrograms of vitamin D during 
the autumn and winter.  (NHS, 2020)

Jurisdiction:  Noun - The official power to make legal 
decisions and judgments.

OF THE WEEK

AHS Chaplaincy YouTube Channel 
Archbishop Holgate’s School Chaplaincy 
YouTube channel has material connected to 
whole school worship and Collective Worship.  
There are also moments of Reflection from 
the school Chaplain and items reflecting our 
School Values.  The address is:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC68i0uL4LZNIIVcu8B03iqw
or you can search for it by name.
There you’ll find the latest weekly reflection, written by Rev Mark Poole, 
part of the Chaplaincy team.  In it he talks about bridges and what they 
can teach us about our lives, as well as Jesus’ role as a bridge to God.  You 
can find the reflection here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2yPPEAE1K50
You will also find a short Easter Service featuring contributions from 
staff and students.  This is well worth watching and can be found at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pxVnDOl7DK4

@AHS_Wellbeing
#PositiveQuote of the day Speak 

kindly. The words you speak become 
the house you live in

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/tomorrows-world-the-future-of-automotive-york-college-tickets-303784366217
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/tomorrows-world-the-future-of-automotive-york-college-tickets-303784366217
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/tomorrows-world-the-future-of-automotive-york-college-tickets-303784366217
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC68i0uL4LZNIIVcu8B03iqw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2yPPEAE1K50
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pxVnDOl7DK4
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Covid-19 Vaccination Programme in Schools 
The Covid-19 vaccination programme in 
schools in partnership with the School Aged 
Immunisation Service is ending with the last of 
the vaccines given before the Easter holidays. 
Vaccinating 12-15 year-olds - Students can get their first or second 
dose outside of school by using the National Booking Service or one of 
the walk-in vaccination sites open to this age group.
Those who are more at risk from the virus or who live with someone who 
has a severely weakened immune system can get their second dose 
earlier, eight weeks after their first, and a further ‘booster’ dose from three 
months (91 days) after their second. 
On 11 March, the National Booking Service opened to allow 
those at greatest risk from Covid, including those who are severely 
immunosuppressed and with underlying health conditions, to book their 
booster online.
Children in this age group who have had a severely weakened immune 
system can get a third primary dose from eight weeks after their second 
dose, then receive a booster from three months (91 days) later.  These 
third primary doses for those eligible can make an appointment through 
local booking systems or get vaccinated through their local GP/hospital/
home visit team as well as at some vaccination walk-in sites.
Vaccinating 5-11 year olds - On 16 February, the Government accepted 
advice from the JCVI to make a non-urgent offer of Covid-19 vaccines to 
all children aged five to 11, to increase protection against potential future 
waves of Covid-19. 
The National Booking Service has opened and bookings for children 
aged 5-11 can now be made.
This will not be an in-school offer, except where SAIS providers are used to 
provide vaccinations in special educational needs (SEN) schools. 
The number of clinics will increase to support vaccination during school 
holidays when parents have more time.
The NHS is already vaccinating children aged 5-11 who are most at 
risk of Covid-19 or who are a household contact of someone who is 
immunosuppressed.
How to get an appointment - The National Booking Service shows 
available appointments and there is also a site finder to locate vaccine 
walk-in centres which is updated regularly.  This finder shows which doses 
are offered at each location and to which age groups.

Message from Head of Year 7

We hope everyone had a restful Easter and are ready for the final term 
in Year 7.  It is hard to believe that we are now embarking on our final 
term in Year 7. It has been incredible to see our students thriving and 
succeeding. 
One way we support students with their progress is our end of year 
assessments.  This week, Mr Williams, Deputy Head responsible for 
Curriculum, will be hosting our first assembly outlining how the End 
of Year Assessments will work and what the timeline will be like.  The 
most important thing I would like to stress is the purpose of these 
assessments is to ensure we are supporting students as best we can 
and ensure we are meeting all needs.  As such, students need to be 
fully aware that prior to all assessments there will be tailored revision 
in lessons and a supporting booklet given to all students.  If students 
miss their assessments they don’t need to worry, individual subjects 
will arrange this.  The booklets will include the knowledge and content 
needed for each subject as well as wellbeing support and guidance on 
timing and organisation.  The aim for the end of year assessment period 
is to support students in developing their ability to manage exam 
periods and learn how to navigate timing, revision and wellbeing.  Each 
student will become more adept at managing this and understanding 
their needs during these periods.
We have two half terms of school remaining, so it’s a good time to look 
back at the Year 7 journey. 

We want to encourage students to create personal challenges for 
themselves, to take a look at the journey and see what they have and 
haven’t achieved whilst they still have plenty of time to fulfil it.  We 
would hope that all Year 7 students by the end of the year have:
   •   Attended at least five different clubs
   •   Have attended the Year 7 Library
   •   Have completed a Bright Sparks Challenge
   •   Set a personal high target of getting a positive phone call/positive 
note in planner from more than three teachers

As always, we have an update on our Bright Sparks Challenges. We 
continue to seek ways to extend students’ learning beyond the curriculum, 
with our ‘Bright Sparks’ Learning Challenges.  These challenges will be set 
every half term and will cover a range of skills, subjects and learning styles.  
Students in Year 7 are invited to complete up to three challenges, with 
the winner receiving a £10 voucher and being invited to breakfast with 
Mr Daly.  We hope our young people will enjoy the challenge of learning 
in a different way and the freedom to structure their work however they 
choose.  The new challenges are available on Google Classroom.  Students 
are welcome to submit their entries ASAP before the end of term.  Last 
term’s winners were Daffa Muhammad, Brooke Price and Hughie Jones.
Now that we are starting to see lighter evenings and warmer weather, 
it’s a prime time to ‘Join In’ with a new club.  We have an abundance of 
clubs at lunch time and after school.  Students must attend at least one 
club per week and it’s a great time to try something new.  Take a look 
at our extra-curricular timetable to choose a new activity, what a great 
opportunity to make even more new friends and learn new skills https://
archbishopholgates.academy/ahs-journey/enrichment-opportunities/. 
We look forward to this final term with Year 7 and can’t wait to celebrate all 
their accolades and meet you all soon at Parents’ Evening next half term.
Please contact the Year 7 team if we can be of any support.  The Year 7 
Team - Miss Kincell (Head of Year), Miss Cooper (Assistant Head of Year) 
and Miss Powell (Pastoral Support Worker)

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/book-coronavirus-vaccination/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/find-a-walk-in-coronavirus-covid-19-vaccination-site/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/find-a-walk-in-coronavirus-covid-19-vaccination-site/
https://archbishopholgates.academy/ahs-journey/enrichment-opportunities/
https://archbishopholgates.academy/ahs-journey/enrichment-opportunities/
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This Week’s 
Sixth Form News

VACANCIES
Archbishop Holgate’s School

Cover Supervisor
Required as soon as possible

Part Time (30 hpw), Term Time Only
Grade 7 - £17,702 (this is the pro rata salary)

Closing date:  On application

Teacher of Food
Main Scale to UPS including recruitment and retention payment

Closing date:  Monday 2 May, 8.00am

For more information visit:
www.archbishopholgates.academy/staff/vacancies

Pathfinder MAT is an equal opportunities employer, committed to 
safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children.  

Enhanced DBS check will be required.

Messages from Mrs Balmer, Head of Year 12 and Mr Charlton, Head of Year 13
We hope everyone had a restful Easter break.  Summer term is an 
important term for both year groups.

Both A Level and BTEC external assessments start in May including 
Year 12 BTEC students.  This means the coming weeks will be high 
pressured and it would be sensible to expect students to have 
elevated levels of emotion.  This is in fact an exciting time where 
all their hard work can be demonstrated in anticipation of their 
aspirations coming to fruition this summer.
Year 12 BTEC students will have real exams this May.  Personalised 
timetables have been distributed.
Year 12 A Level mock exams begin wc 4 July for one week prior to 
Work Experience in the final week of the summer term.

REMINDER: Sixth Form Dress Code
We continue to appreciate your support with maintaining dress 
code standards across the Sixth Form.  Below is a reminder of what 
is expected and those that will be challenged and asked to address 
their apparel immediately.
   •  Cover midriff
   •  Cover tops of thighs including if wearing leggings
   •  Cover cleavage
   •  Remove hats indoors
   •  Remove coats/jackets in classrooms

Year 12 Progression Support
Competitive admissions support will become more focused as 
we return this term with tuition being offered from June for those 
sitting admissions tests.  More information to follow.
Progression Planning information for all will follow after the May 
half-term break including a UCAS evening for parents.

Year 13
Stand down reminders are below.  BTEC and A Level exams 
commence in May.  Personalised timetables have been distributed.
   •   Year 13 Leavers’ Celebration - Thursday 19 May (Main Hall, 7pm)
   •  A Level stand down - Friday 20 May
   •  Prom - Friday 24 June (Hilton, York)

PLEASE SHARE:  If you would like to share students’  achievements and events in the community, 
please email jsissons@ahs.pmat.academy.  It’s always nice to celebrate our school community.

Class Charts
Please remember to download the app.  This is a fantastic way 
to track progression/attendance and for students to be aware of 
announcements and detentions.
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School PE Kit
A reminder that all PE kit should be clearly 
named.  If a student misplaces any PE kit, 
this makes it easier to return items to their 
rightful owner.
Reminder that students will be asked to 
remove ALL jewellery for PE lessons.  This 
is a health and safety precaution and must 
be adhered to.
The department would like to clarify that 
the optional PE hoodie can be used for 
PE lessons, but we encourage students to 
wear the reversible PE top as this is safer for 
rugby.

Dance
Lexi Thompson, 7SMf, travelled to America 
to compete in the Orlando Dance summit 
2022 with her dance team Elegance from 
Fantasy Cheer and Dance where they 
competed against dance teams from 
all over the world.  We hope this was an 
amazing experience and that you were 
happy with your performance.

Google Classroom
On Google Classroom 
students can access 
general PE information, 
their Programme of 
Study, the Extra-Curricular Programme, 
Community Links and a curriculum map 
outlining what students study each year.

Extra-curricular PE
Please see our new extra-curricular 
programme for this half term.  Remember 
that our clubs are a relaxed environment 
with a focus on participation and 
enjoyment, students don’t have to be 
selected in teams.  Fixtures are also back 
on, so if students would like to be a part of 
a team, they will need to attend training to 
be eligible for selection. 
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