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Social Media  
Please follow us on Twitter @AHSYork or
Facebook to keep up to date with the latest news and events!

We welcome all feedback and thank all parents for 
their valuable contributions. If you have a query 
or simply an observation about the school please 
complete the form online.

AHS Feedback 

Upcoming Events

Fri 19 May
30 May-3 Jun

Mon 6 Jun

Y13 Leavers’ Service
Half Term (including Queen’s Platinum Jubilee)
Students return

Food for Thought
This week’s topic for Form Tutor Collective Worship is ‘Dealing with 
Injustice’.  It reflects back to the events of Jesus’ arrest and crucifixion, 
and how this might speak into injustice in our own lives and the world 
around us.  One of our daily quotes:
“In matters of truth and justice, there is no 
difference between large and small problems, 
for issues concerning the treatment of people 
are all the same.”
Albert Einstein, German-born Physicist
To receive the daily Thought for the Day straight to your phone or 
other electronic device sign up to @AHSChaplaincy on Twitter.

Head’s Introduction
Dear Parents and Carers,
It was good to welcome Year 10 families into 
school for Parents’ Evening yesterday, for the 
opportunity to discuss student progress and 
offer support.
Thank you for the ongoing support in ensuring 
students are in the correct school uniform, this 

is much appreciated.  A reminder that from the start of this week the 
AHS Hoodie will no longer be worn in lessons, but may continue to act 
in the same way as a coat travelling to and from school, at break and 
lunchtimes.
We also appreciate the helpful comments we have received regarding 
the new ClassCharts system.  The feedback will enable us to develop 
the system to ensure it works effectively for all families.

Requests for Absence for Holidays
We have received a number of requests for students to go on holiday 
during term time.  Please note we are not allowed to authorise any 
holidays during term time and any holidays taken will be referred to 
the Local Authority to issue a Penalty Notice where parents must pay 
£60 within 21 days or £120 within 28 days.  The payment must be made 
directly to the Local Authority.
What is a Fixed Penalty Notice?  Education-related penalty notices 
were introduced by the Anti-Social Behaviour Act 2003, which amended 
section 444 of the Education Act 1996.  This allows Local Authorities the 
power to issue Fixed Penalty Notices to parents who fail to ensure their 
child’s (of compulsory school age 5- 16) regular attendance at school. 
In what circumstances will Fixed Penalty Notices be issued?  A 
Fixed Penalty Notice will be issued in three situations: 
1.  If a holiday is taken during term time without the authorisation of the 
Headteacher or their representative.
2.  If a student has unauthorised absence from school and their parent/
carer fails to cooperate with school staff and the Local Authority's 
Attendance and Inclusion Officer, to improve the situation. 
3.  If a student has unauthorised absence following a warning letter. 
What are the Penalties?  If a Fixed Penalty Notice is issued, parents 
must pay £60 within 21 days or £120 within 28 days.  Failure to pay 
within 28 days will result in a summons to appear before the Magistrates 
Court on the grounds that you have failed to secure your child’s regular 
attendance at school.  A separate Fixed Penalty Notice will be issued to 
each parent for each child.
Is my child entitled to time off school for family holidays?  No.  
Parents/carers do not have the right for their child to have leave of 
absence for a holiday.  The Headteacher has a discretionary power to 
grant leave under exceptional circumstances, but is under no obligation 
to do so. 
Are parents responsible for their child's attendance at school?  
Yes, by law, parents whose children are of compulsory school age (5-16) 
and registered at school are responsible for ensuring that their children 
attend school regularly.  If they fail to do this they may be guilty of an 
offence and can be issued a Penalty Notice or prosecuted under Section 
444 of the Education Act 1996. 
What the regulations say:  The Education (Pupil Registration) (England) 
Regulations 2006 Amendments remove references to family holiday and 
extended leave, as well as the statutory threshold of ten school days.  The 
amendments make clear that Headteachers may not grant any leave of 
absence during term time, unless there are exceptional circumstances.  
Headteachers should determine the number of school days a child can 
be away from school if the leave is granted.

Archbishop Holgate’s School Association
There will be a meeting of the Archbishop Holgate's School Association 
on Wednesday 11 May at 7.00pm in the Sixth Form Cafe.
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AHS Chaplaincy YouTube Channel 
Archbishop Holgate’s School Chaplaincy YouTube channel has material 
connected to whole school worship and Collective Worship.  There 
are also moments of Reflection from the school Chaplain and items 
reflecting our School Values.  The address is:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC68i0uL4LZNIIVcu8B03iqw
or you can search for it by name.
There you’ll find the latest weekly reflection 
written by Richard Nihill, Lay Chaplain.  In 
this reflection he talks about the immense 
forgiving love that Jesus shows to his disciple 
Peter and that God similarly shows to us.  He 
also reflects on last weekends Leeds United 
match!  You can find the reflection here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p0hheuOTCwU
You will also find last weeks reflection written by Rev Mark Poole, part 
of the Chaplaincy team.  In it he talks about bridges and what they can 
teach us about our lives, as well as Jesus’ role as a bridge to God.  If you 
missed it, you can find the reflection here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2yPPEAE1K50

News from Archies Kitchen
Welcome back, its summer term already and yet it only feels like five 
minutes ago we were wishing you all a happy new year.  As the weather 
warms up Archies Kitchen has adjusted its menu accordingly and out 
with the winter warming soups on the grab and go counters and in 
with freshly prepared salads.  Students will also notice a difference in 
our dessert offerings this term, the likes of eton mess, cheesecakes and 
profiteroles will be making an appearance along with firm favourites 
such as chocolate sponge and chocolate sauce.  In the run up to the 
end of the school year we will once again be taking part in ‘America Day’ 
celebrating all things american food-orientated.
The Jubilee is also a wonderful celebration that we are looking forward to 
hosting, please keep your eyes peeled for our Jubilee/Commonwealth-
inspired menu.  Once again, we would also like to draw your attention to 
our fabulous meal deals which make the pennies go further than ever 
before:

Meal Deal 1:  Sandwich + cake or drink = £2
Meal Deal 1:  Grab pot + cake or drink = £2
Meal Deal 2:  Sandwich + cake + drink = £2.50
Meal Deal 2:  Grab pot + cake + drink = £2.50

These prices are also reflected at our hot counter where students can 
purchase, for example, roast chicken, vegetables, potatoes, yorkshire 
pudding, gravy along with pudding and a drink for a total of £2.50, or a 
hot plated meal with a drink or pudding for £2.

 
Careers Corner

SEND Next Choices Careers Fair,
Leeds First Direct Arena
At Leeds First Direct Arena on Thursday 23 June, 10.00am-6.00pm, 
this SEND Fair is open to young people, parents and carers; 
bringing together a wide range of organisations who can help 
advise on what to do next if you have a special educational need.  
Find out more about training, apprenticeships, college courses 
available and options for future careers.  For more information and 
to book a free place, visit: https://tinyurl.com/sendnextchoices

MFL Stars of the Week
Students were nominated by Language staff to receive an 

Effort merit, a postcard home and appear on the ‘Stars Wall’ 
for all their hard work:

           KS3 French - Zach Maxton, 7Cy
           KS3 German - Riley Brooksbank, 7ASu
           KS3 Spanish - Amira Benchouir, 7Hv
           KS4 French - Zahra White, 10MSt
           KS4 German - Ruby Gilbertson, 11ERo
           KS4 Spanish - Caitlin Wright, 10KPe

Student Success
Congratulations to George Horner who has passed his 
ABRSM Grade 7 Singing exam.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC68i0uL4LZNIIVcu8B03iqw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p0hheuOTCwU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2yPPEAE1K50
https://tinyurl.com/sendnextchoices
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will be set aside for in class revision for all students.  All students can expect 
to be told by teachers what they will be assessed on and as we don’t want 
students to worry, they will be fully prepared for this essential part of 
their learning journey.  Subjects may supply revision packs and students 
will supported as they continue to develop their ability to manage exam 
periods learning to navigate timings, revision and wellbeing. 
Entering the summer term also results in a new extra curricular timetable 
which I encourage you and your children to look at and to hopefully find 
an opportunity which interests your child.  PE especially deserves a close 
scrutiny as the summer sports are now being offered.
Finally, a word form the Form Tutors who know your children best:
8ECe had a fabulous last term with lots to celebrate and some fantastic 
attitudes to learning.  We brilliantly delivered our Easter assembly last term 
with every member of the form taking part.  Well done 8ECe, I am a very 
proud Form Tutor!  This half term we hope to regain the attendance award 
and continue to represent AHS in sporting activities, including girls’ rugby 
and boys’ cricket.  I also look forward to our daily catch ups, giggles and 
dancing.  Keep up the superb work 8ECe, you have a lot to be proud of.
A very big well done for a fantastic Spring term, 8Lp.  Keep up your positive 
attitude, great work and impressive attendance - I know you have your eyes 
on the trophy...  Looking forward to seeing you deliver your first assembly 
to our year group this term.  What a great opportunity!
It has been so lovely to welcome 8LWs back after Easter.  It looks as if they 
had a restful break and I hope they are ready for a busy but productive half 
term ahead.  This would also be a good time for students to get involved 
with some extra-curricular activities if they haven't already in order to take 
advantage of the 'opportunities' which is our part of the AHS journey this 
year.
Year 8 Science - This half term Year 8 will continue with their third block of 
topics, these include electromagnetism, waves, earth and genes.  Students 
will also have revision based homework and some in-class revision in the 
build up to their end of year assessments next half-term.  Students are also 
having scientific skills development throughout their science lessons and 
will have an opportunity to show off their practical ability at the end of the 
year.
8Ob - You have been amazing yet again and are making my life easy.  I have 
been so impressed with our attendance over the last term, especially some 
of the jumps individual members of the form have made.  You should all be 
proud of yourselves for that.  I would love to see this continue and for you 
all to keep being awesome students.
8CBn have had a good half term in school.  Last half term, we discussed lots 
of events in tutor time and had good conversations regarding our health 
and wellbeing and what the future holds for us beyond Year 8.  We have 
also celebrated many birthdays this half term with our usual cheer and 
humour and we are looking forward to seeing what the remainder of Year 
8 brings!
8CMp were fantastic last term.  We have engaged in fantastic discussions 
around current affairs and other topics that are in the weekly news sessions.  
This term I am looking forward to seeing students rise to the challenge of 
becoming even more independent and continuing to develop into lovely 
unique young adults!
8KCe are looking forward to the Summer term and have already made a 
great start collecting plenty of merits between them.  We made a good 
improvement with punctuality to lessons at the end of last term and this is 
a target that we will keep working on until we are the most punctual form 
in year 8!
A great start to the term for 8Ap - students have been engaged in form time 
news discussions, they have shown a positive outlook for the term ahead 
whilst completing the journey passports and are consistently following the 
schools five fundamentals.  Great work team!
It has been a pleasure to meet 8GBl and to take over as their form teacher 
for this term.  I am enjoying getting to know their names and little snippets 
of their views and personalities as we navigate form time together each 
day.  They have created a great first impression.
Mrs Mennell, Mr Handley, Miss Clarke and Mrs Avey

Message from Head of Year 8
Nil Satis Nisi Optimum
Last term was especially tough and long for our school 
community and the two week Easter break was very 
welcome for our students and staff alike, as was this 
week’s bank holiday.  I am not surprised, therefore, that 
Year 8 students have so far made an excellent start to 
this new summer term.  It really does help that the 
days are getting lighter and warmer; it all helps create 
a positive atmosphere which is conducive to learning 
and building positive relationships with friends and 
with staff.  Mr Handley, Mrs Mennell, Miss Clarke and 
myself are already enjoying seeing more of our year 
group spending their breaks and lunchtimes outside in 
the fresh air and we enjoy the chance we get on those 
occasions to chat with individuals and small groups.  We 
hope that this very positive start back can be maintained 
indefinitely!
We hope too that those of you who have already 
downloaded the ClassCharts App are finding it 
useful.  You should be getting almost immediate and 
informative updates regarding all the positives your 
children receive throughout the week and any sanctions 
which have had to be issued.  ClassCharts takes over 
from the planner as the main route of communication 
between school and home.  For example, merits are now 
issued electronically and not stamped in planners and 
similarly, any notifications of detentions will appear on 
the ClassCharts App, not written in planners.  Therefore, 
if you have not already done so, please do upload the 
app to ensure you continue to receive all the necessary 
information available about your children: the many 
expected positives; attendance and punctuality data and any sanctions 
which have had to be issued.
Whilst it is a very short half term - 4 weeks and 4 days - there is still much 
being taught and  learnt in all the various subjects.  Topics over the next few 
weeks include: Year 8 PSHCE lessons which will be focusing on the economy 
and living in the wider world, considering how they might contribute to 
their communities both now and in the future.  PE: Athletics, cricket, tennis 
and rounders for depending on their group (activities will be swapped next 
half term).  RE: Year 8 will be revisiting Understanding Christianity to explore 
the next part of the big story of the Bible.  Students have been following 
this from Year 7 and now the focus is the Gospels (good news Jesus taught).  
Each lesson looks at a theme of his good news, from healing to liberation.  
Maths: students will be mainly focusing on Geometry topics during this 
half term: Angles, Area and Volume and Circles.  Art and Design: During the 
summer term students will be focusing on the key skills of tonal drawing 
and painting.  They will study the work of Michael Craig-Martin, producing 
a bold and colourful painting focusing on brush control and colour theory.  
Textiles: This half term  students will be decorating their panels which will 
be made into pencil cases, created using recycled materials.  English: This 
half term, Year 8 students will be exploring language and communication 
and the many different forms that might take.  They will look at some of 
the unusual and unique ways other species communicate too, looking 
at the ‘bee waggle dance’ as well as studies around primates and their 
communication.  Students will explore sign language and even spend a 
lesson working out the semaphores in York Minster.  In their Enrichment 
lessons, once a week, they will be developing their oracy skills and ability 
to work in small groups to create short presentations and then share 
them with the class: all important life skills for the future.  Geography: 
Students will be moving on from their exploration of North East Africa to 
a study of extreme weather - exploring the processes behind and impacts 
of monsoons and tornadoes alongside an examination of UK extreme 
weather and the presence of micro climates.
Whilst students will be studying the topics above, they are also aware that 
the first week back after half term  (6-10 June) is designated as the Year 8 
Assessment Week.  Consequently, the last week of this half term (23-27 May)
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This Week’s 
Sixth Form News

VACANCIES
Archbishop Holgate’s School

Cover Supervisor
Required as soon as possible

Part Time (30 hpw), Term Time Only
Grade 7 - £17,702 (this is the pro rata salary)

Closing date:  On application

For more information visit:
www.archbishopholgates.academy/staff/vacancies

Pathfinder MAT is an equal opportunities employer, committed 
to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children.  

Enhanced DBS check will be required.

Messages from Mrs Balmer, Head of Year 12 and Mr Charlton, Head of Year 13

PLEASE SHARE:  If you would like to share students’  
achievements and events in the community, 

please email jsissons@ahs.pmat.academy.  It’s always nice 
to celebrate our school community.

Upcoming exams - Exams are now just around the corner 
and concern some Year 12 and all Year 13 students.  There are BTEC 
external assessments for some Year 12 and 13 students, GCSE resits 
for some Year 12 and 13 students and A Level exams for most Year 
13 students.  Students will have received personalised copies of 
their exams timetable with a small minority experiencing clashes 
that have been resolved and communicated clearly with them.  
Students are expected to attend 20 minutes before exam start 
times to allow them time to ensure they are at the right location.

Punctuality - We are pleased with how many parents have 
downloaded and using ClassCharts since the migration during 
Easter.  It allows prompt communication and supports monitoring 
attendance and punctuality amongst other things.  It has been 
extremely helpful in monitoring positives in lessons - it is great to see 
how many students are receiving positive comments from teachers.REMINDERS

Year 12 – BTEC students will have real exams this May.  Personalised 
timetables have been distributed.
Year 12 – A Level mock exams are wc 4 July for one week prior to 
Work Experience in the final week of the summer term.
Year 12 - Competitive Admissions support will become more 
focused as we return this term with tuition being offered from June 
for those sitting admissions tests.  More information to follow.
Year 12 – Progression Planning information for all will follow after 
the May half term break including a UCAS evening for parents.
Year 13 – Stand down reminders are below.  BTEC and A Level exams 
commence in May.  Personalised timetables have been distributed. 

REMINDER - Year 13 Leavers
•  Year 13 Leavers’ Celebration - Thursday 19 May (Main Hall, 7.00pm)
•  A Level stand down - Friday 20 May
•  Prom - Friday 24 June (Hilton, York)

REMINDER - Sixth Form Dress Code
We continue to appreciate support with maintaining dress code 
standards across the Sixth Form.  Below is a reminder of what is 
expected and those that will be challenged and asked to address 
their apparel immediately.
•  Cover midriff
•  Cover tops of thighs including if wearing leggings
•  Cover cleavage
•  Remove hats indoors
•  Remove coats/jackets in classroom
Thank you to all Sixth Form students who have made adjustments 
to what they are choosing to wear to school. 
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Physical Education Department
“Equipping students with the knowledge, skills and motivation to live active, healthy lives.”
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  MONDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.40pm)
      -   Y7 & Y9 Tennis (Tennis Courts)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.10-4.00pm)
      -   Y9 & Y10 Cricket (Back Field)
      -   Y8 & Y10 Tennis (Tennis Courts)
      -   Y7 & Y8 Rounders (Back Field)

   TUESDAY
       LUNCHTIME (12.10-12.30pm)
      -   Y8/10/12/13 Detentions (PE1)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.10-4.00pm)
      -   Y8 Girls’ Leadership (Sports Hall)
      -   Y7 & Y8 Cricket (Back Field)
      -   Y9 & Y10 Fitness (Fitness Suite)
      -   Y9 & Y10 Rounders (Back Field)

      WEDNESDAY
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.10-4.00pm)
      -   Y13 BTEC Sport P6 (L33)
       -   Y7-11 Open Tennis (Tennis Courts)

   THURSDAY
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.10-4.00pm)
      -   Y7-11 Open Athletics (Back Field)
      -   Y12 BTEC Sport P6 (L32)
      -   Y8 Rugby (Back Field)
      -   Y10 Duke of Edinburgh (PE1)

   FRIDAY
       LUNCHTIME (1.10-1.30pm)
      -   Y7/9/11 Detentions (IT4)
       AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.15)
      -   Y7 Rookie Lifeguard (Pool)

School PE Kit
A reminder that all PE kit should be clearly 
named.  If a student misplaces any PE kit, 
this makes it easier to return items to their 
rightful owner.
Reminder that students will be asked to 
remove ALL jewellery for PE lessons.  This 
is a health and safety precaution and must 
be adhered to.
The department would like to clarify that 
the optional PE hoodie can be used for 
PE lessons, but we encourage students to 
wear the reversible PE top as this is safer for 
rugby. Google Classroom

On Google Classroom 
students can access 
general PE information, 
their Programme of 
Study, the Extra-Curricular Programme, 
Community Links and a curriculum map 
outlining what students study each year.

Extra-curricular PE
Please see our new extra-curricular 
programme for this half term.  Remember 
that our clubs are a relaxed environment 
with a focus on participation and 
enjoyment, students don’t have to be 
selected in teams.  Fixtures are also back 
on, so if students would like to be a part of 
a team, they will need to attend training to 
be eligible for selection. 

Law:  Noun - The system of rules which a particular country or 
community recognises as regulating the actions of its members 
and which it may enforce by the imposition of penalties.

OF THE WEEK

@music_ahs:  A fantastic workshop 
from @djschooluk this evening.  We’ve 
loved it! Thank you!!
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