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Social Media  
Please follow us on Twitter @AHSYork or
Facebook to keep up to date with the latest news and events!

We welcome all feedback and thank all parents for 
their valuable contributions. If you have a query 
or simply an observation about the school please 
complete the form online.

AHS Feedback 

Upcoming Events

Mon 19 Sept
Thu 22 Sept
Fri 23 Sept
Thu 6 Oct
Thu 6 Oct

Bank Holiday for the Queen’s State Funeral
Y7, 8, 9, 10, 12 - School Photographs
Y11, 13 - School Photographs
Training Day (school closed to students)
Open Evening

Food for Thought
The theme for our Form Tutor Collective Worship this week has 
reflected on the life of HM Queen Elizabeth II, looking at what we can 
learn from her Christian faith and her example of Servant Leadership.  
Our daily quotes are from her thoughts on faith.
“Christ’s example has taught me to seek to 
respect and value all people of whatever faith 
or none... God’s love is for everyone. There is 
no one beyond its reach.” – The Queen
To receive the daily Thought for the Day 
straight to your phone or other electronic 
device sign up to @AHSChaplaincy on Twitter.

MAIN SCHOOL OPEN EVENING
Thursday 6 October, 6.00pm
Values - Care - Achievement

Executive Head’s Introduction
Dear Parents and Carers,

As we move towards the end of the second week 
of term, I continue to be impressed with the way 
students have settled into school routines.  In our 
regular lesson visits it has been very encouraging 
to see the levels of engagement in learning 
and the way students are applying themselves.  
Students are also looking very smart and I would 

like to thank families for your support in terms of all things school uniform.  
Please do not hesitate to contact school if you need any support in this 
regard.

I have had the privilege of leading Chapel Collective Worship this week.  
We have been focusing on the Christian Value of Hope and as part of this 
have been reflecting on what the Archbishop of Canterbury said about 
the Her Late Majesty, especially in terms of all the things we are grateful 
for and when during the pandemic the Queen spoke to the nation, 
offering us inspiration and reminding us that “we are a people of hope 
who care for one another.”

Whilst the conduct of students that I see at the 
Black Bull crossing each evening is sensible and 
ordered, road safety remains a key priority for the 
school.  We will continue to remind students of 
the importance of acting safely, but I would also 
politely ask families to be especially careful when driving near school and 
dropping off or picking up children.  Please only stop where it is safe to 
do so even if this means your child has slightly further to walk.  We would 
also like to highlight the arrival time to morning registration.   Students 
need to be in their form room by 8.45am, please allow time for traffic and 
roadworks, bearing in mind when the weather is not good there will be 
more traffic and your journey could take longer.

We are finalising plans for our Open Evening on Thursday 6 October.   
This year the event will begin at 6.00pm (doors open at 5.45pm) with 
presentations at 6.00/7.00/7.45pm and the opportunity to take guided 
tours around the school.  Further information will be available on the 
school website and Twitter.  We will be looking for a very large number of 
guides so in the coming days your children may well return home with a 
letter asking permission to support the evening.

National Teaching Assistant’s Day, 16 September
We are so grateful for the School Assistants that 
work here at AHS.  They are on hand every day 
supporting in lessons, 1:1 interventions, help 
to run our libraries, homework clubs, extra-
curricular clubs, lunchtime duties, support 
with all of our school trips and everything 
in-between!  We have a wealth of knowledge and experience in our 
team and we don't know where we would be without them!  If you are 
interested in becoming a School Assistant, please look out for vacancies 
across the MAT. 
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Inspire:  verb - to fill someone with the urge or ability to 
do or feel something, especially something creative. 
‘His commitment inspired everyone around him.’

OF THE WEEK

MFL Stars of the Week
Students were nominated by Language staff to receive an 

Effort merit, a postcard home and appear on the ‘Stars Wall’ 
for all their hard work:

           KS3 French - Isabel Weyman, 8MSr
           KS3 German - Ella Chamberlain, 8ERs
           KS3 Spanish - Hollie Brierley, 8By
           KS4 French - Benedict Barrington, 10Ha
           KS4 German - Amy Bazira, 11Wb
           KS4 Spanish - Reece Kegg, 10Di

@PathfinderMAT:  

As a mark of respect for Her Majesty, we will be pausing 
our social media content during the mourning period.

KS4 and KS5 Book of the Half Term
Each half term, the English department will 
promote a text that we think students will really 
enjoy reading – posters will be displayed promoting 
the book around the English department.  Teachers 
will have some copies of the Book of the Half term 
in their classroom to borrow.
Miss Parsloe will be running a KS4 and KS5 book 
club on Tuesdays after school 3.20-3.50pm in En2 where students can 
chat about the book – please see Miss Parsloe for more information.
The book for this half term is The Woman in Black.  With nights drawing 
in, why not settle down with one of the most chilling ghost stories ever 
written? 

The tale begins on Christmas Eve, when Arthur 
Kipps’ step-children invite him to tell a ghost 
story.  Arthur is too disturbed by his memories to 
share his story aloud, so he writes it down.
In his story, a young Arthur, a junior solicitor, is 
summoned to attend the funeral of Mrs Alice 
Drablow, the sole inhabitant of Eel Marsh House, 
unaware of the tragic secrets which lie there. 
The house stands at the end of a causeway, 
wreathed in fog and mystery, but it is not until 
he glimpses a wasted young woman, dressed all 

in black, at the funeral, that a creeping sense of unease begins to take 
hold, a feeling deepened by the reluctance of the locals to talk of the 
woman in black – and her terrible purpose.

Maths Homework - Sparx
Student logins have now gone ‘live’, students should now be able to 
log into the website.  All classes will be shown a video before the first 
homework is set next week:  https://f.hubspotusercontent30.net/
hubfs/5530880/KB%20How%20to%20Videos%20-%20Spring%20
2021/How%20students%20log%20in.mp4 .
We highly recommend that students write down their username and 
password in their planners, as they will need these details each time 
they log in.
Years 7-10 will have their first Sparx homework set 
by their teachers next week - in the meantime, they 
can familiarise themselves with the platform by 
having a go at the ‘Practice homework’. 
Practice homework is a simple homework designed 
to help new students learn how to use Sparx Maths - 
it will be available for 30 days from the first time they 
log in to Sparx.  When your child logs in, it will be 
visible on the left hand column and when they click 
on it, it will present their practice tasks.  
Mrs Crabtree, Director of Maths

Student Achievement
Our congratulations go to Jaimie Bolton (Year 8) 
and Thomas Noret (Year 7) who were confirmed 
last Sunday at All Saints Church in Pocklington by 
the Bishop of Selby, Dr John Thomson.
The day was doubly exciting for Jaimie, who 
also became a Godmother to her 5 month old 
brother.
If any students or parents wish to enquire about 
confirmation they can contact Rev Nihill via the 
school office email address: reception@ahs.
pmat.academy.

 Careers Corner

York College Open Event - Monday 10 October
Registration is now open for the York College Open Event, Monday 
10 October, 5.30-8.00pm.  The College will be open for Year 10, 11 
and Sixth Form students, along with their families, to explore the 
facilities offered.  Knowledgeable tutors are on hand to answer 
any questions and the student service areas will be available to 
support students with funding, transport, careers advice and 
learning support.  
To register for this event, please visit https://www.yorkcollege.
ac.uk/events-and-news/events/open-event-4

https://f.hubspotusercontent30.net/hubfs/5530880/KB%20How%20to%20Videos%20-%20Spring%202021/How%20students%20log%20in.mp4 
https://f.hubspotusercontent30.net/hubfs/5530880/KB%20How%20to%20Videos%20-%20Spring%202021/How%20students%20log%20in.mp4 
https://f.hubspotusercontent30.net/hubfs/5530880/KB%20How%20to%20Videos%20-%20Spring%202021/How%20students%20log%20in.mp4 
https://www.yorkcollege.ac.uk/events-and-news/events/open-event-4
https://www.yorkcollege.ac.uk/events-and-news/events/open-event-4
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Message from Head of Year 7
What a fantastic start it has been for Year 7 so far.  It has been a 
privilege to see new students become part of our community 
this term.  On behalf of myself, Miss Powell, Ms Halifax and the 
Year 7 form tutors I would like to congratulate our new Year 7s on 
their outstanding beginning to their journey. 
At Archbishop Holgate’s we have a real emphasis to the ‘JOURNEY’ 
that students take during their time in school.  Year 7 focus is on 
Joining In.  This first half term will present your children with a 
variety of challenges, new friends, new teachers and new lessons.  
I can wholeheartedly say I am so proud of the way they have 
conducted themselves, Year 7 have truly learned the importance 
of living the school values of justice, compassion, forgiveness 
and trust.  This is evident whenever I enter lessons, form time or 
see the students enjoying their social time, the atmosphere of 
engagement, fun and joy is radiant.
We think it is really important to communicate with parents what 
students are studying.  Here is a little taster for the first half term:
•  Maths: We will begin with our number topic which includes 
recapping number work done in primary school and then looking 
more deeply at Fractions and Decimals.
•  English: We will be enjoying a class reader called ‘The Girl of Ink and 
Stars’.  We will be reading the book together and looking at the plot, 
characters and the writer’s use of language to engage the reader.  In our 
literacy lessons, once a week, we will be looking to recap key writing 
skills, aiming to bridge any gaps in learning and to build confidence in 
both reading and writing practice.
•  Religious Education:  The first topic Year 7 learn in RE is Global 
Christianity: Stories and Values.  This includes looking at the importance 
of religious literacy and the key values of Christianity alongside our 
school values.  Students will have the chance to look at stories and case 
studies which will help them apply, reflect, and discuss.
•  Art:  We will be looking at the Visual Elements in art with a focus on 
Line, Shape and Tone.  We will also be introducing students to our ‘4 
Steps 2 Success’ methodology which helps students work through their 
art challenges in a logical order, giving them the best possible chance to 
succeed in developing their skills.
•  Food:  The key themes will include cooking a variety of savoury and 
sweet dishes which support a focus on building confidence, safety and 
hygiene in the kitchen.
•  Languages:  It will be an introductory module to the language, 
covering the fundamentals, numbers, letters, colours, alphabet, family 
members, pets.  We will be working towards a writing assessment in 
Autumn 1 and a reading assessment in Autumn 2.
•  Geography:  Introduction to Geography - exploring key themes that 
we study in Geography and introducing some of the core skills needed 
for the term ahead.  Then moving onto ‘Wonders of our World’ - looking 
at fantastic places around the world from Palm Jumeirah to Ayers Rock.
•  Science:  Students will start by completing the “Science Passport” which 
will introduce them to a science lab and how to do secondary practical 
safely and effectively.  Following this, students will start learning their 
first three topics - Organisms (the makeup of the human body), Matter 
(the nature of particles) and Forces (interactions between objects).
•  IT:  In Computing we will be going over foundation IT skills, introducing 
students to the network, google classroom, email and folder structures.  
Then onto Slide Show skills and functions.
•  History:  In History, Year 7 will be learning about medicine through 
time, from the prehistoric era to the Industrial period.  They will assess 
how and why the beliefs behind causes of disease and cures have 
changed over time.  This will build their understanding of change and 
continuity and chronology, alongside introducing other key historical 
skills, such as source work.

•  Textiles:  Students will be exploring printmaking and learning 
how to safely control and use the sewing machine.  Students 
will be designing and making a book or tablet case inspired by 
Kandinsky.
We also encourage all Year 7 students to partake in at least one 
extra-curricular activity a week.  There truly is something for 
everyone from sports to curriculum and interest clubs.  As well 
being thoroughly enriching, clubs are a phenomenal way to 
make new friends and see your teachers in a different light as 
well as being impressed by the expertise of your class mates 
and staff.  We strongly recommend all students to attend 
as often as possible to help them to join in further with the 
school community.  A copy of the extra-curricular timetable is 
included in this Newsletter.
The Year 7 Library is now open Monday-Friday lunchtimes for 
all students.  This is a wonderful place to read, play games, craft, 
have a breather or make new friends.  Ms Murphy is always 
so pleased to meet our new students and the Library truly 
becomes its own joyful little community. 

Another way to join in is to become an Accelerated Reader.  Accelerated 
Reader is a computer programme that helps teachers manage and 
monitor children’s independent reading practice.  Your child picks a 
book at their own Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD) level and reads 
it at their own pace.  When finished, your child takes a short quiz on the 
computer.  (Passing the quiz is an indication that your child understood 
what was read.)  We recognise that reading for pleasure can look and 
feel different to reading which focuses on developing a full range of 
reading skills.  Consequently, the Accelerated Reader scheme can run 
alongside pupils’ own free choice from the range of books in the Library.  
Teachers are spending a great deal of time at the moment, and over the 
next few weeks, explaining the system and assisting children to make 
appropriate book choices.
At the end of this half term we will invite students to ‘join in’ with The 
Bright Sparks Challenges.  Year 7 are invited to complete up to three 
challenges, with the winner receiving a £10 voucher and invited to 
breakfast with the Head of School.  We hope our young people will 
enjoy the challenge of learning in a different way and the freedom to 
structure their work however they choose.  
Our new students have adapted phenomenally to the different routines 
and new challenges.  We understand it takes time to adjust, especially 
to new expectations regarding homework.  It is our aim that all students 
receive homework which is appropriately challenging and engaging as 
well as always meaningful and effective.  All work will be set on Google 
Classroom, as well as being outlined and explained in lesson.  Your child 
should always have at least 48 hours to complete their homework. 
Year 7 have made an excellent start to their journey at Archbishop’s, we 
would be really grateful if parents would be happy to share testimonials 
with us about their experience with transition so far.  We find parents 
really appreciate feedback from other parents and it can thoroughly 
reduce anxiety regarding the transition to secondary school.  Please 
send any feedback regarding transition and the start of the school year 
to acooper2@ahs.pmat.academy.
I eagerly await the following chapters for Year 7.  So far, they have been 
an outstanding cohort and I can’t wait to see how they continue to 
thrive and flourish throughout the year.  If you have any issues regarding 
your child in Year 7 or need any support at all, please do get in contact 
with the school to ask for a member of the Year 7 Team and we’d be 
happy to help.
Miss Cooper, Miss Powell and Ms Halifax
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Attendance Reminders
ClassCharts and Attendance - Did you know that you can see your 
child’s attendance record on ClassCharts.  Select the Attendance tab 
when viewing students from that school.  Selecting this tab will present 
you with a table of your child’s attendance data for the past 31 days.  
To change the displayed  timeframe of attendance 
records, click on the Date button and select the date 
range of your choice.  Attendance records fall under 
four categories:  Present, Late, Authorised  absence 
and Unauthorised  absence. 
Present:  Your child attended the lesson.
Late:  Your child was late to the lesson. 
Authorised absence:  Your child did not attend the 
lesson, but had a valid reason for doing so. 
Unauthorised absence:  Your child did not attend the 
lesson and did not have a valid reason to do so.
Classcharts to report an absence - Did you know that you can 
report an absence for your child on ClassCharts.  You will be able to see 
your child’s absences on ClassCharts.  Choose  the Absences tab when 
viewing students from that school.  Selecting this tab will display a list of  
absences that you have reported, once you have reported them.  This 
includes when the absence took place, the reason 
for the absence and who acknowledged your 
absence report. 
To report an absence, click on the Report new 
absence button.  Next, enter the details of the 
reported absence into the form provided.  You can 
also include up to 5 files in your absence report as 
supporting evidence.  To do this, click on the Attach 
supporting evidence button and select the files of 
your choice.  Click on the Submit button to send your  
child’s absence report to school.  The  absence can be 
edited and deleted until it has been acknowledged 
by a teacher. 

Anti-bullying and Discrimination
Roles in bullying - The following image is useful to illustrate the work 
we completed last year educating our students about the roles they 
play in bullying.  This week, in school, we will be talking about them 
again and asking what role they will be playing this year.  We ask that 
all parents/carers talk to their child about the importance of being a 
‘defender’ and not allowing anyone to bully or discriminate against 
others.

If your child is being bullied or discriminated against please do talk 
to your child’s Pastoral Team or use the REPORT IT form at: https://
forms.gle/9Lpocq8tVwyKCGvJ6 to report the behaviours.  It is only 
by EVERYONE standing up and being counted that bullying and 
discrimination can be stopped.  Remember ‘If you are neutral in 
situations of injustice, you have chosen the side of the oppressor.  If an 
elephant has its foot on the tail of a mouse and you say that you are 
neutral, the mouse will not appreciate your neutrality.”  Desmond Tutu

Music Exams success!
Huge congratulations to Martha Shakeshaft and Hannah McFarlane for 
both gaining Distinctions in their Singing exams recently!  Well done to 
both of you for this amazing achievement!

Music Tuition Webpage
The Music department are pleased to launch our new Music Tuition 
webpage!  Should your child be interested in starting or continuing 
with instrumental or vocal tuition, please navigate from our school 
website to AHS Journey > Music Tuition to get in touch with our tutors 
directly.

PLEASE SHARE:  If you would like to share students’  
achievements and events in the community, 

please email jsissons@ahs.pmat.academy.  It’s always nice to 
celebrate our school community.

VACANCIES
Archbishop Holgate’s School

Cleaning Assistant
Required as soon as possible

Part Time (20 hpw - 3.30-7.30pm) Full Year
£9.50 per hour

General Kitchen Assistant
Required as soon as possible

Part Time (23.75 hpw - 9.15am-2.00pm) Term Time Only
Grade 2 - £9,954 (this is the pro rata salary)

School Assistants
Required for September 2022

Part Time (32.5 hpw, 8.20am-3.20pm), Term Time Only
Grade 4 - £14,266 (this is the pro rata salary)

For more information visit:
www.archbishopholgates.academy/staff/vacancies

Pathfinder MAT is an equal opportunities employer, committed to 
safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children.  

Enhanced DBS check will be required.

https://forms.gle/9Lpocq8tVwyKCGvJ6
https://forms.gle/9Lpocq8tVwyKCGvJ6
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This Week’s 
Sixth Form News

Messages from Mrs Williams, Head of Year 12 and Mr Charlton, Head of Year 13

Both Year 12 and Year 13 have made a fantastic start to this year - 
well done all!

Year 12

Competitive Entry - Students who are interested in applying for 
competitive entry next year should make themselves known to Mr 
Charlton.

Career Ready - This is a fantastic opportunity for students 
interested in employment or apprenticeships.  Students interested 
in this opportunity should speak to Mr Charlton.

Punctuality - A polite reminder about the need to be punctual to 
AM registration and lessons. 

Year 13

Personal Statements - Students should be submitting the 
second draft of their personal statement in the next couple of days. 
These should show improvements from the first using teacher 
feedback and their own reflections.

Progression Form Time - Students now have one form time 
each week during which they can be working on their UCAS 
applications/searching for apprenticeships/creating a CV.  This 
should be a really productive time and an opportunity to receive 
help on their applications.

Open Days - We appreciate that at this time of year, many students 
may wish to visit universities for their open days.  We encourage 
this but do ask that we are notified in advance of any absence for 
this purpose.

School Menu - w/c 19 September
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Physical Education Department
“Equipping students with the knowledge, skills and motivation to live active, healthy lives.”

www.archbishopholgates.academy

School PE Kit
A reminder that all PE kit should be clearly 
named.  If a student misplaces any PE kit, 
this makes it easier to return items to their 
rightful owner.
Reminder that students will be asked to 
remove ALL jewellery for PE lessons.  This 
is a health and safety precaution and must 
be adhered to.
The department would like to clarify that 
the optional PE hoodie can be used for 
PE lessons, but we encourage students to 
wear the reversible PE top as this is safer for 
rugby.

Extra-curricular PE
Please see our new extra-curricular 
programme for this half term.  Remember 
that our clubs are a relaxed environment 
with a focus on participation and 
enjoyment, students don’t have to be 
selected in teams.  Fixtures are also back 
on, so if students would like to be a part of 
a team, they will need to attend training 
to be eligible for selection. 

Extra-Curricular Sport
If your son/daughter has had recent 
success in a sporting activity please contact 
the school, we would love to promote 
what they have done. 

Google Classroom
On Google Classroom 
students can access general 
PE information, their 
Programme of Study, the Extra-Curricular 
Programme, Community Links and a 
curriculum map outlining what students 
study each year.

  MONDAY
      LUNCHTIME (12.15-12.50pm)
      -   Y8 & 9 Football (Sports Hall)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.00pm)
      -   Y7-9 Girls’ Football (Back Field)
      -   Y12-13 Football (Back Field)
      -   Y7-9 Badminton (Sports Hall)

  TUESDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.50pm)
      -   Y10 Football (Sports Hall)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.00pm)
      -   Y11 Football (Sports Hall)
      -   Y7-11 Rugby (Back Field)
      -   Y7-10 Netball (Tennis Courts)
      -   Y10 Fitness (Fitness Suite)

  WEDNESDAY
      LUNCHTIME (12.15-12.50pm)
      -   Y8/9/SF Detentions (PE1)
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.50pm)
      -   Y7 Spikeball (Gym)

  THURSDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.50pm)
      -   Y7/9/11 Detentions (PE1)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.00pm)
      -   Y11-13 Netball (Tennis Courts)
      -   Y7 Football (Sports Hall)

  FRIDAY
       LUNCHTIME (12.15-12.50pm)
      -   Y8 Aerobics & Dance (Gym)
       AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.15)
      -   Y7 Rookie Lifeguard (Swimming Pool)

Cycling
Lilly and Harry Speak took part in the 
British Cycling National Series Event 2022 
in Lancaster during August.  The first day 
was a Time Trial, the second day was a hill 
circuit, then finally the third day was a 'crit' 
race around Lancaster University.  Harry 
finished the three days in 2nd place out of 
60 boys and Lily finished 3rd out of 25 girls 
- fantastic results for them both.
For Lily's age group (under 12's) British 
Cycling don't award points per rider for the 
National Series, but they do for Under 14's 
and Harry has finished the season for the 
National Series in 2nd place - 2nd in the UK 
for the British Cycling National Youth Series 
- a brilliant end to the year.  Fantastic news 
and well done to both.

Biathlon
Brodie Barrow (Y7) represented Yorkshire 
(in the under 13’s section) biathlon at 
Allerthorpe Lake and finished second for 
Yorkshire.  A brilliant achievement Brodie – 
well done!

Netball
The Sixth Form netball team played their 
first game of the season in a friendly against 
Joseph Rowntree on Wednesday evening. 
They battled hard in all areas of the court, 
with some excellent interceptions from 
Liv G and Sophie W in defence.  The centre 
court must've ran miles between them 
with Olivia T, Brooke B, Amiee R and Molly 
O offering some brilliant feeds into the 
circle.  The shooting duo combined well 
throughout with Sophia M and Ellie E 
getting it in from all areas of the D.  Despite 
losing, they showed great potential 
considering this was the first time they had 
played together and all players should be 
very proud of the effort they put in. 
Training for Sixth Form starts tomorrow 
and will be on every Thursday for any 
Sixth Former looking to have a run out on 
the netball court.  Please see Miss Gavin if 
you have any questions.  Well done Sixth 
Formers! 
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