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Social Media  
Please follow us on Twitter @AHSYork or
Facebook to keep up to date with the latest news and events!

We welcome all feedback and thank all parents for 
their valuable contributions. If you have a query 
or simply an observation about the school please 
complete the form online.

AHS Feedback 

Food for Thought
This week during Form Tutor Collective 
Worship we have used material produced 
by the Archbishops’ Young Leaders Award 
for the Advent journey to Christmas.  Our 
daily quotes this week have focussed on ‘an 
Invitation to Hope’.
“Most of the important things in the world have been accomplished 
by people who have kept on trying when there seemed to be no hope 
at all.”
Dale Carnegie
To receive the daily Thought for the Day straight to your phone or other 
electronic device sign up to @AHSChaplaincy on Twitter.

Upcoming Events

Wed 30 Nov
Fri 2 Dec

Wed 7 Dec
Thu 8 Dec

Wed 14 Dec
Fri 16 Dec

Y8 Progress Evening
Christmas Fayre, 5.00-7.00pm
Carol Service, York Minster, 7.00 for 7.30pm
Christmas Dinner
Y13 Progress Evening
School finishes for Christmas Holidays, 12.15pm

Executive Head’s Introduction
Dear Parents and Carers,

Our Christmas Fayre is just over a 
week away and we have been busy 
preparing raffle prizes.  We have 
9 amazing hampers to be won 
and tickets are just £1.00 per strip.  
Please come and join us on Friday 2 
December, 5.00-7.00pm; there will 
be lots of stalls and our cafe serving 
homemade mince pies and cakes 
along with hot dogs, soft drinks, tea, 
coffee and mulled wine. 

I look forward to welcoming families to the Year 8 Progress 
Evening next Wednesday, 30 November; an opportunity for 
families to discuss their children’s success and how to provide 
support.

Following Mr Green-Harding’s message in the Parent Bulletin, 
I would like to remind families about the Roller Disco event 
in the final week of term as part of our rewards programme.  
Please complete the short consent form for your child so that 
they can take part in the event by clicking here. 

PLEASE SHARE:  If you would like to share students’  
achievements and events in the community, 

please email jsissons@ahs.pmat.academy.  It’s always nice 
to celebrate our school community.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeebVPyUZOa7nDN6YIamqx-bbkUeKU-nyJp9TKEUTPVQr-ThQ/viewform
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This Week’s 
School News
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MFL Stars of the Week
Students were nominated by Language staff to receive an 

Effort merit, a postcard home and appear on the ‘Stars Wall’ 
for all their hard work:

     KS3 French – David Gobl, 7Bl
     KS3 German – Jack Lawrence, 9CBe
     KS3 Spanish - Olivia Thomas, 9DBs
     KS4 French – Abigail Perring, 10RDn
     KS4 German – Ruby Allitt, 11Ps
     KS4Spanish – Olivia Howells, 10Di

AHS Staff and Community Choir
Come and sing with us at our Christmas Carol Service at 
York Minster on Wednesday 7 December, 7.30pm.  Fully 
differentiated resources available from full music or lyric 
sheets to recordings to practice at home.  No previous experience is 
necessary – just come along!  Final rehearsal with Miss Bignell and 
Mrs Newton will be next Thursday 1 December, 6.00-7.00pm, in L37 
(upstairs in the Sixth Form building).

Enable:  verb - To give someone the authority or means to 
do something; make something possible.  “The teacher is 
leading the class to enable the students to progress.”

OF THE WEEK

Dark Mornings, Dark Nights

We’re at that time of year when the days are shorter.  This past week, 
during assemblies and form time, we have been highlighting the 
dangers and how students can stay safe and be responsible when they 
are cycling or walking between home and school.  The following links 
will help remind everyone about road safety and staying safe in the 
dark.
   •   Teaching Road Safety: A Guide for Parents
   •   Safety First - Cycling at Night
   •   Dark Nights Year 7 success at Bewerley Park

Over the last three weeks our Year 7 students have been visiting 
Bewerley Park.  They all had a great time and it was lovely to see them all 
making new friends, growing in confidence and testing their courage.  
They completed many activities such as mountain biking, high 
ropes, caving at Brimham Rocks, canoeing, kayaking and learnt some 
bushcraft skills.  Well done to all the students who took part and ‘joined 
in’ during their time at Bewerley Park, we are very proud of you all.

York Interfaith Group Logo Competition
Our congratulations go to Lily Goldsmith, 
8SMf, who was recently announced as 
the joint winner of the KS3 York Interfaith 
Group logo competition.  The competition 
received entries from across the city, but 
the judges were particularly looking 
for designs that captured the spirit of 
inclusivity and reflected the geographical 
location of York.  The announcement of the 
competition winners was made on Sunday 
following a closing service of celebration 
for York Interfaith Week, at York Unitarian 
Church.  Lily was presented with her prize 
of a £15 gift token and an interfaith prayer 
book by the Lord Mayor of York and Avtar 
Matharu, Chair of York Interfaith Group.  
Well done Lily.

Austria Ski Trip 2023
There are limited spaces now available on the Austria Ski Trip taking 
place during the first week of the Easter holidays.  If anyone is interested 
or would like more information please email hpowell@ahs.pmat.
academy.  We can accommodate payment plans for those who sign up. 
If you are going on the Austria Ski Trip during the Easter holidays 
please keep checking your Google Classroom and ClassCharts for 
announcements.  Miss Powell

@AHS_Year7:  It’s the final morning of 
activities at Bewerley Park today, well 
done to all of the students for getting 
into their stretch zone!   @BewerleyPark

https://www.rospa.com/media/documents/road-safety/teaching-road-safety-a-guide-for-parents.pdf
https://www.cycletraining.co.uk/cycle-training-and-cycle-safety/safety-first-cycling-at-night/
https://www.childcare.co.uk/information/dark-nights-children-safety
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Finally, the Big Talk was meant to start this week for Year 10, where 
our young people have some health care experts come and talk 
to them about sexual health, we have decided, due to a clash in 
activities, to move these to February as it is crucial all students attend, 
I will remind parents again closer to the time. 
If you have any queries regarding your child in Year 10, please do 
get in touch by emailing myself (Head of Year) at mdeacon@ahs.
pmat.academy, Mr Deamer (Assistant Head of Year) at rdeamer@
ahs.pmat.academy, and/or Mr McPaul (Assistant Head of Year) at 
cmcpaul@ahs.pmat.academy or calling main school reception on 
01904 411341 and we will get back to you as soon as we can. Thank 
you, Miss Deacon

Message from Head of Year 10
We are now half way through half term two and 
it is lovely to walk round Year 10 classrooms at 
the moment and see the focus students have on 
their studies, it is clear to see they are now well 
underway with their GCSE learning and this is 
reflected in conversations I am having with staff, 
including emails I get every week about how 
individuals are progressing.  I am always so proud 
to be Head of Year 10 and I love seeing how our 
young people are progressing so well already, 
achieving a massive 4013 merits last week as a year 
group alone!  The top five forms last week were:
     10KGn  -  446
     10ABt  -  418
     10RDn  -  384
     10JLi  -  377
     10MHe  -  365
Also, the top five students from last week were:
     Reuben Stockdale  -  10KMd  -  30
     Mishi Vida  -  10SLa  -  30
     Arien Murray-Kydd  -  10SLa  -  28
     Libby Roe  -  10KMd  -  28
     Nada Zahira  -  10MHe  -  28
I am very proud of our Year 10s and their commitment to  studies and 
effort in school. 
I would encourage families, if you haven’t already, to make sure you 
have the ClassCharts app where you can see your child’s progress, if you 
need login details please get in touch with the Year 10 team. 
A brief announcement that Miss Clark, our non-teaching Assistant 
Head of Year, has moved to pastures new outside of AHS, the students 
have all taken this news well and were extremely kind to Miss Clark in 
her last week, which I know she was most grateful.  In the meantime we 
have recruited someone who will be starting with us in January and Mr 
Deamer has returned to us temporarily until then as our non-teaching 
Assistant Head of Year so we have a fully staffed Year Team.  Again, the 
students have been excellent welcoming back Mr Deamer who has 
worked with the year group since Year 8 and knows the students well. 
It’s been a very busy week in Year 10, one example of this is a number of 
students took part in the ‘Speak Out Challenge’ where an expert came 
in to school to do some training on how to speak well in public.  Many 
students took this opportunity and really pushed themselves out of 
their comfort zone to gain new skills and it was clear to see this paid off 
with many students standing up in front of 30 others at the end of the 
day who were adamant in the morning they wouldn’t - well done to all 
those who took part.  Some of these students will go on to a national 
competition and we look forward to hearing about the details! 
In addition, the work experience launch meeting has taken place, led 
by Mr Arthur.  Please don’t worry if you missed it, a full video recording 
of the evening will be available on the school’s website by the end of 
this week and in the coming weeks we will also launch it to the students 
in our Act of Collective Worship.  We are encouraging students to start 
looking now and organise their own work experience placements.  
Work experience will be one full week beginning 15 May for Year 10.  
Any queries please contact myself or Mr Arthur. 
I just wanted to give a big shout out to Alex 
Beale, Matthew Lilley and Beth Ravilious 
who were part of the winning team for the 
Explorer Scouts ‘Escape’ event in October.  
They competed against 17 other teams 
and had to navigate across some 40km of 
rough terrain in the Howardian Hills, reach 
3 checkpoints and defy capture.  Well done! 

 
Careers Corner

Employment Opportunity
Ainsty Gymnastics and Trampoline Club

Ainsty Gymnastics and Trampoline Club in York are looking for 
new staff.  They have 7 sites around York that offer recreational 
gymnastics classes, and require new coaches.  They are looking 
for students who have an interest in gymnastics, trampoline 
and/or parkour who are wanting paid employment.  It is mainly 
4-7/8pm evenings and 9am-12pm Saturday/Sunday.  Candidates 
can do as little or as much as they have available and rates of pay 
are based on knowledge and experience.  All posts are subject to 
an enhanced DBS check.
They also have a number of volunteer and work experience 
opportunities for interested candidates.  If this is something 
students might be interested in, please contact:  Freddie Loach, 
Ainsty GTC Club Manager - freddie@ainstygtc.co.uk

History Department: Half Term Activity Ideas
The incredibly well-preserved Roman 
walls have been guarding the historic 
city centre for around 700 years. You 
can walk along large portions of them 
for fantastic views over the city and 
the Minster. A walk along the walls 
gives you a bird’s eye perspective 
and an introduction to the ancient 
city, with informative plaques 
dotted along the route that explain the historical background. You can 
complete a full circuit in around 2 hours, but if you’d prefer to have a 
stop off along the way, you can enter and exit via the five main bars – or 
gateways – onto the walls. Ask your History teacher for an activity sheet 
if you’d like to complete this in your own time!
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Anti-bullying and Discrimination
False friendships
‘False friendships’ describe relationships where someone pretends to 
be a friend, or is a ‘friend’ sometimes, but 
actually uses their power to bully.

Sometimes bullying isn’t as 
straightforward as someone openly 
being horrible to another person.  It can 
be much more complicated than that.  
False friendships can sometimes be hard 
for adults to identify.

Bullying UK found in their 2016 survey that: 

•   73% of children and young people had seen social bullying taking 
place

•   55% of children and young people had experienced social bullying

We have written some tips for parents about false friendships and how 
to support children if they are being bullied by someone who is their 
‘friend’.

•   Talk to your child about what it is to be a good friend.  For example, 
a good friend is kind and makes you feel good about yourself.  This 
will help to highlight where there may be false friendships.

•   Talk to your child about the difference between banter and 
bullying.  Banter is playful where both parties find it funny.  Bullying 
is repetitive and hurtful.  It also involves a power imbalance.  Tell 
them that if someone constantly puts them down they are not a real 
friend/ boyfriend/girlfriend and not worth their time.

•   Speak to your child’s teacher with your child.  Ask them their 
perspective.  Do they fully understand the friendship’s dynamic?

•   Don’t encourage your child to retaliate as this might get them into 
trouble themselves or put them in a dangerous position.

•   Some children are more likely to have false friendships, for example 
disabled children, it is especially important that disabled children 
understand what makes a good friend.

•   If your child doesn’t have many other friends, you could encourage 
them to get involved in extra curricular activities or activities outside 
of school – for example drama or a sport – so that they might be able 
to develop other friendships and improve their confidence.

•   If your child is being bullied by someone who they thought was 
their friend, this can be especially hurtful.  Make sure you praise them 
for telling you and agree a way forward together.  Tell them it is not 
their fault.

Attendance
At Archbishop Holgate’s we take pride in our excellent attendance.  We 
work very hard with our students and parents to strive for the very best 
attendance and punctuality for every student.  Attendance is at the 
heart of great progress, developing social skills and friendships.

Those students with higher attendance and punctuality achieve more 
academically and socially than those with poor attendance.

Our expectation is that every student has any ‘avoidable absences’ this 
normally would mean an attendance rate of at least 96% attendance.  
Students with 90% or below are classified by the Government as a 
‘persistent absentee’.  Parents take the risk of being issued with a Fixed 
Penalty Notice from City of York Council for poor attendance.

Parents/carers are expected to:
•   Make sure their child attends every day on time.
•   Report their child’s absence before the start of school (8.45am) on 
each day of absence and advise when they are expected to return 
by either phoning school (01904 411341) or using the ClassCharts 
App.
•   Provide the school with more than one emergency contact 
number for their child.  If this has changed please do let us know 
ASAP.
•   Ensure that, where possible, appointments are made outside of 
the school day.
•   Avoid taking holidays in school time.

We ask parents/carers to:
•   Establish good attendance habits by acting as a role model and 
highlighting that good attendance and punctuality is important.
•   Praise and reward good attendance: even small successes, e.g. 
getting ready quickly, even if resisting going to school.
•   Talk regularly with their child about school and how they feel 
about it.  Children are more likely to want to attend and learn if they 
feel supported and their anxieties are listened to.
•   Know routines of the school day to avoid issues, e.g. ensuring 
children have their PE kits on the right days.
•   Establish a good bedtime routine, so that their child can sleep well, 
get enough sleep and make mornings less of a struggle.

If you have any concerns or queries please do not hesitate to talk to 
your childs Pastoral Team, who will be very happy to help.

Parliament Week
 Last week at AHS we celebrated Parliament 
Week with the theme of 'making a difference'.  
The week allowed students to take part in 
lots of extra-curricular activities including 
a Debate Club where they discussed the 
whole school vote of whether or not 16-17 
year olds should be given the right to vote.  
Students were also invited to attend film night where they watched the 
incredible story of Jesse Owens in the film RACE.  

Sixth Form students also had the 
chance to have a Q+A session 
with local MP, Rachael Maskell, 
and local Councillor for Hull 
Road, Michael Pavlovic, where 
the topics of homelessness, the 
environment and tuition fees 
were discussed.  In form time, 
all students were then asked to 
vote either in favour or against 
giving 16-17 year olds the vote 
(after reading resources that 
Year 12 politics students had put 
together to give them a balanced 
perspective on the main issues in 
the debate).  It was a very close 
call, but in the end the YES camp 
won by 52% (see below - not too 
dissimilar to the BREXIT outcome).  

Thank you to all students who got involved in what was a really 
successful week talking about all the ways they can make a difference.  
If students have any questions to do with the discussions they should 
please see Miss Gavin or Mr MacFarlane who are always happy to take 
politics-based queries! 
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This Week’s 
Sixth Form News

Messages from Mrs Williams, Head of Year 13 and Mr Charlton, Head of Year 12

Year 12

Year 12 Form Tutor Evening - Thank you for your attendance 
and we hope you found the opportunity informative.  Parents’ 
Evening is in March following Winter mock exams where 
subject teachers will be available to discuss progress.  If you 
were unable to attend last week and hope to have an update, 
please do get in touch.

Year 12 Work Experience - Year 12 all take part in compulsory 
Work Experience for a week from Monday 17 July 2023 (the 
last week of the Summer term).  There was an Information 
Evening last week for the launch of the new system we will 
be using for Year 10 and Year 12 Work Experience.  This was 
primarily targeted at Year 10, we will be having our usual launch 
assembly with Year 12 students prior to Christmas. Followed by 
information being sent home.

Year 13

UCAS applications - Congratulations to all those receiving 
offers.  Please do not select a firm and insurance choice just yet 
- wait until we have spoken to you and after your mock results.  
You have lots of time to reply.

All students have now had the opportunity to submit 3 drafts 
of their personal statement to their form tutor or a relevant 
subject teacher.  Students must make sure that they have 
sought advice on their statement before submitting to UCAS.

Attendance - Attendance is still quite poor across Year 13.  It is 
as imperative as ever that students are in lessons and are taking 
appointments out of school hours wherever possible.  Thank 
you for your support with this.

School Menu - w/c 28 November
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Physical Education Department
“Equipping students with the knowledge, skills and motivation to live active, healthy lives.”
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School PE Kit
A reminder that all PE kit should be clearly 
named.  If a student misplaces any PE kit, this 
makes it easier to return items to their rightful 
owner.
Reminder that students will be asked to remove 
ALL jewellery for PE lessons.  This is a health and 
safety precaution and must be adhered to.
The department would like to clarify that the 
optional PE hoodie can be used for PE lessons, 
but we encourage students to wear the 
reversible PE top as this is safer for rugby.

Loaned PE Kit
If any student has borrowed school PE kit, 
please can it be returned to a member of the PE 
department.
School PE kit is usually labelled “AHS”.  
If you have any unwanted school PE kit, we 
would be extremely grateful for any donations.

Netball
The Year 9 netball team played a round 
robin tournament against Fulford and 
Jo Ro last week.  Unfortunately, narrowly 
missing a win by a couple of points 
against Jo Ro.  They all played really well 
as a team, playing some great defensive 
play.  Star player goes to Kate Weatherall.  
Well done to all those that took part.

Google Classroom
On Google Classroom 
students can access general PE 
information, their Programme 
of Study, the Extra-Curricular 
Programme, Community Links and a 
curriculum map outlining what students study 
each year.

Extra-curricular PE
Please see our new extra-curricular programme 
for this half term.  Remember that our clubs 
are a relaxed environment with a focus on 
participation and enjoyment, students don’t 
have to be selected in teams.  Fixtures are also 
back on, so if students would like to be a part of 
a team, they will need to attend training to be 
eligible for selection. 

New PE Policy Update
In order to ensure a smooth transition from the changing rooms to PE lessons, we have made a change 
to the current PE kit policy.  Starting from this Monday, 31 October, there will be a new policy for Key 
Stage 3 (Y7-9) students and a separate policy for Key Stage 4 (Y10-11).
If a KS3 student forgets an item of their PE kit it will result in a PE code.  This will be repeated in the 
second instance they forget an item of kit.  If a student forgets an item of kit for a third time, this will 
result in a lunchtime detention.  A lunchtime detention will be triggered from that point onwards each 
time an item of kit is forgotten.  This is then reset each half term.
The policy regarding a student failing to bring in all of their PE kit (which results in a lunch detention) 
will continue as normal.
If a KS4 student forgets an item of their PE kit it will result in a PE code.  If a student forgets an item of kit 
for the second time, this will result in a lunchtime detention.  A lunchtime detention will be triggered 
from that point onwards each time an item of kit is forgotten.  This is then reset each half term.
The policy regarding a student failing to bring in all of their PE kit (which results in a lunch detention) 
will continue as normal.
For KS3 (Y7-9) who have two lessons per week, this means for each half term:
•   When a student forgets an item of PE kit = PE code
•   Student forgets PE kit for the second time = PE code
•   Student forgets an Item of PE kit for the third time = lunchtime detention
•   If a student forgets all of their PE kit for a lesson = lunchtime detention
•   This process is reset each half term.
For KS4 (Y10-11) who have one lesson per week, this means for each half term:
•   When a student forgets an item of PE kit = PE code
•   Student forgets an Item of PE kit for the second time = lunchtime detention
•   If a student forgets all of their PE kit for a lesson = lunchtime detention
•   This process is reset each half term

  MONDAY
      LUNCHTIME (12.15-12.50pm)
      -   Y8 & 9 Basketball (Gym)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.00pm)
      -   Y7-9 Girls’ Football (Back Field)
      -   Y11 Basketball (Gym)
      -   Y7-9 Badminton (Sports Hall)

  TUESDAY
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.00pm)
      -   Y11 GCSE PE Badminton (Gym)
      -   Y7 Netball (Sports Hall)
      -   Boxing Academy - invite only (Studio)
      -   Y10 Fitness (Fitness Suite)

  WEDNESDAY
      LUNCHTIME (12.15-12.50pm)
      -   Y8/9/SF Detentions (PE1)
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.50pm)
      -   Y7 Roundnet (Gym)
 AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.00pm)
      -   Y11 GCSE PE P6 (PE1)
      -   All years Volleyball (Gym)

  THURSDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.50pm)
      -   Y7/10/11 Detentions (PE1)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.00pm)
      -   Y8 Basketball (Gym)

  FRIDAY
       LUNCHTIME (12.15-12.50pm)
      -   Y8/9 Netball (Gym)
       AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.15)
      -   Y7 Rookie Lifeguard - invite only 
                                                           (Swimming Pool)

Basketball
A mixed Year 10 and 11 team headed to 
Bootham School for their first game of the 
season.  Despite losing, there were some 
really promising signs of improvement.  
Well done to all that played.



OUR SCHOOLS ARE 
RECRUITING 

Support Staff Vacancies 

For details and to apply, visit our 

website or scan the QR code  

Pathfinder Multi Academy Trust is an equal opportunities employer, committed to 

safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children. Enhanced DBS check required. 

Job Business Admin Apprentice 

School Pathfinder Multi Academy Trust 

Details Apprentice national minimum wage 

37 hours per week - Term time only 

1 day per week release time to attend college. 

Closes N/A 

Job After School Club Assistant 

School Hempland Primary School 

Details Grade 2 Level 1 - £19,100 per annum reduced 

pro rata. Permanent, Part time (term time 

only). 15 hours per week from 3.00pm to 

6.00pm, Monday to Friday.  

Closes N/A 

Job Casual Exam Invigilators 

School Archbishop Holgate’s School 

Details £10.00 per hour – This is a casual position 

and, due to the nature of the role, will provide 

flexible working hours at the convenience of 

both the school and invigilator. Further details 

available on request.  

Closes N/A 

Job Midday Supervisory Assistant 

School St Lawrence’s CE Primary School 

Details Grade 2 Level 1 (£18,328 reduced pro-rata).  

Living wage of £9.90/hour is applicable. 

Part time: 5 hours per week Monday - Friday 

Closes Thursday 24 November at midnight 

Job Finance Assistant 

School Archbishop Holgate’s School 

Details Grade 4 – £21,120 to £22,288 (actual salary 

£13,282 to £14,881). 27.5 hours per week, 

9.00am-3.00pm (with a 30 minute lunch 

break) Term Time Only  

Closes Thursday 1 December at 8.00am 

https://pathfinder.academy/careers/vacancies/
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