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Food for Thought
This week the Form Tutor Collective Worship is entitled ‘The Hunt for 
Happiness’., exploring general ideas about this theme and what the 
Bible has to say, in particular how happiness can come from serving 
others.  Our daily quotes have been from Martin Luther King.
“Everybody can be great … because 
everybody can serve.  You don’t have to be 
highly educated to serve.”
Dr Martin Luther King Jnr
To receive the daily Thought for the Day 
straight to your phone or other electronic 
device sign up to @AHSChaplaincy on Twitter.

Executive Head’s Introduction
Dear Parents and Carers,

I would like to thank everyone who attended the 
Year 11 Progress Evening last night with many 
families taking the opportunity to speak with 
subject teachers.  This is an important time for 
Year 11 and we will support them in every way 
possible to help them succeed this summer.  
If parents have any additional questions or 

requests, please do not hesitate to contact the  Year 11 team:
          Mr Avery  - Head of Year
          Mr Deamer  - Assistant Heads of Year
          Mrs Stevens
          Miss Stocks
          Miss McDermott  - Deputy Head: Student Support
          Ms Hirst  - Intensive Support Worker
          Mr Green-Harding - Head of School

Upcoming Events

Thu 26 Jan
Wed 1 Feb
13-17 Feb

Mon 20 Feb

  Y9 Options Evening
  Y9 Progress Evening
  Half Term
  Students return

Social Media  
Please follow us on Twitter @AHSYork or
Facebook to keep up to date with the latest news and events!

We welcome all feedback and thank all parents for 
their valuable contributions. If you have a query 
or simply an observation about the school please 
complete the form online.

AHS Feedback 

The Institution of Engineering & Technology 
Challenge Day
Six Year 8 students took part in the IET Challenge Day at Fulford School 
last Friday.  Engineers continue to develop drone technology and we 
are heading towards exciting times when there will be more and more 
deliveries made by drones.
Students were asked to design something to help deliver not only 
Amazon deliveries, but to deliver to remote areas and disaster zones 
for example.  The only limitations being their imagination and the 
construction materials provided.  A budget of 120 Faradays were 
provided as well as a list of items to buy.  Students were marked on 
planning, teamwork, development, their final product and a final 
presentation.
The AHS team were marked highly, but just pipped at the post by a 
strong team from another York school.  Better luck next time to our 
future engineers:  Vidya Bhattacharya, Leo Deighton, Joe Fenwick, 
Scarlett Hawkins, Lucy Norman and Evan Nobel.

Flu Vaccinations
The Childhood Immunisation Team were in school yesterday to 
administer the Flu Vaccine to over 400 students.  There will be a catchup 
clinic at Rawcliffe Pavilion on Saturday 21 January for those students 
who were unable to receive the vaccine this week.  Please contact the 
CIT for further information - Tel: 0300 0032554 or Email: hdft.sais.co.uk.
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PLEASE SHARE:  If you would like to share students’  
achievements and events in the community, 

please email jsissons@ahs.pmat.academy.  It’s always nice 
to celebrate our school community.

Assure:  verb - tell someone something positively.
“Tony assured me that there was a good chance they 
would win.”

OF THE WEEK

MFL Stars of the Week
Students were nominated by Language staff 

to receive an Effort merit, a postcard home and 
appear on the ‘Stars Wall’ for all their hard work:

           KS3 French - Ross Holdsworth, 7ZBl
           KS3 German - Leyla Traboulsi, 7CSt
           KS3 Spanish - Ellis Beard, 8LAy
           KS4 French - Peniel Njuabe, 10JLi
           KS4 German - Lukas Ford, 11Ps
           KS4 Spanish - Edon Taylor, 10Pi

 
Careers Corner

The deadline to secure a work placement for Work Experience is 
31 January.
With the deadline fast approaching, students are asked to pop 
along to see Miss Robinson in the Careers Office during Monday 
and Friday lunchtimes for any support and guidance.

'Speak Up' Club
Introducing a new after-school club for all Year 8 and Year 9 students.  
During sessions we will be developing oracy skills and taking part in 
debates on topical issues.  The club takes place in EN9, every Thursday, 
from 3.15-4.00pm. 

@AHS_Year7:  Our Year 7’s 
have made a great start to 
the New Year and have loved 
getting involved in lessons!

School Menu w/c 23 January
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Message from Head of Year 8
As we settle back into school, it has been pleasing to see 
students return to their lessons with enthusiasm ready to 
build on the strong foundations laid in the Autumn term.  We 
frequently remind our Year 8s they are ‘the best year group in 
school’ and we feel very proud of all they have achieved so far, 
both in lessons, socially, and in extra-curricular opportunities. 
We are also thankful for the efforts that have clearly been 
undertaken by parents over Christmas to ensure students are 
prepared for the school day – uniform especially is looking 
excellent in Year 8 currently.
An important part of coming back to school this term has also 
been to reset expectations.  For many students, Christmas in 
2022 has been the busiest time period they have experienced 
since 2019, with many families having had reduced social 
calendars in the past two years.  Understandably, this has 
meant we had some very tired students returning in January 
who have benefitted from support to return to their routines.  
At home, we really appreciate all you do to ensure your 
child goes to bed on time, develops healthy habits around 
technology and screen-time, and enjoys a healthy, well-balanced diet.  
As we know, it is these supportive routines that equip our children to 
cope with everything the world throws at them. 
In school, we have had a renewed focus on calm, consistency and 
positivity around lessons.  All students have been reminded of their 
rights in school: the right to excellent, high quality lessons, a broad extra-
curricular programme, a safe, welcoming environment, individual care 
and opportunities for next steps.  Students have also been reminded 
of their responsibilities which include arriving on time to school and 
lessons, being kind to other staff and students, wearing the correct 
uniform and showing excellent behaviour in lessons.  Students also 
continue to be reminded about our Hands Off policy: play-fighting 
and hands on games are not appropriate behaviours in a secondary 
environment. 
Students continue to have access to footballs, cricket equipment (in 
dry weather) and the climbing wall to stay active during break and 
lunchtimes.  Following the roller-skating Reward before Christmas, we 
are also feeling more close-knit as a year group than ever before and 
continue to reflect on how we can co-exist and act as a community to 
make the most of social opportunities.  
At this point in the year, students have also taken the opportunity to 
reflect on their achievements and consider targets for the remainder 
of Year 8 by completing their Progress Passports during Form time.  
Students keep these documents until they leave school to help them 
map their journey and see how far they have come. 
Some of our Form Tutors have outlined some of the positives and 
targets that have arisen from their general discussions: 
From Mrs Brown, 8CBn
“8CBn have worked really hard on making sure every school day counts.  
They are working hard in lessons and getting lots of merits for fantastic 
work.  We are going to be working really hard on our Form Tutor 
assembly this half term and making sure that we can raise awareness of 
different issues amongst our peers.”
From Mr Gibson, 8RGi
“We have had great uniform this year so far.  Everyone is regularly 
showing up in the correct clothing which makes you look really smart 
and ready to go.  We are collectively working on our expectations 
around being calm and listening well in form time.”
From Mr Tilsbrook, 8DTk
“8DTk have shown excellent maturity in some of our form time 
discussions this year.  We have talked about migrant workers at the 
Qatar world cup, the place of the monarchy in the UK, the impact of 
food banks, and much more.  Their contributions have been amazing!

We will be having a push on attendance this coming term, so make sure 
you are in school and on time!  Lets win that Attendance Trophy!”
From Miss Sinclair, 8MSr
“8SMr have really impressed me so far this year with winning the 
Attendance Cup and Accelerated Reading Trophy multiple times!  
Each member is a real asset to the form.  Over the next half term 
we are going to be having a big push on following instructions the 
first time to avoid me losing my voice!”
From Miss Arksey, 8LAy
“8LAy have been fabulous at getting involved with our vote4school 
sessions and have played an active role in making sure their voice is 
not only heard in school, but nationally too!  As we move forward, 
our next big push will be on making sure we start each form time 
with all our equipment out ready to learn, which we are already 
nearing 100%.”
From Miss Rogers, 8ERs
“8ERs have impressed me so far this year with their enthusiasm for 
the news and participating in the wellbeing tasks - I am proud of 
all your contributions, especially being able to listen and respect 
each others opinions!  I hope that next half term we can improve 
on our punctuality, turning up to both lessons and tutor on time 

with a attitude that is ready to learn.”
From Mrs Robertson, 8ERo
“I have been so proud of 8ERo who have been showing leadership 
by volunteering to lead collective worship.  All volunteers so far have 
respectfully delivered the weekly reflection with clarity and confidence.  
A number of form members have also embraced extra curricular 
opportunities including auditioning for the school show, representing 
the school in cross country and a cyber security competition, music and 
needlecraft clubs.  Our challenge this half term is to aim to win the form 
Attendance Cup.”
From this feedback, we are especially impressed by the leadership skills 
and high-level contributions seen from our students in Year 8.  This has 
been a continuous theme – when the BBC visited they commented on 
our Year 8s asking some of the best questions they had come across in 
any of their sessions!  We hope to continue nurturing this perceptivity 
we have seen. 
As a common target for our students, high attendance and punctuality 
continues to be a focus.  As highlighted in our parent bulletins previously, 
research published in 2022 has highlighted the concern that schools 
across the country – including ours – have not yet returned to their 
pre-pandemic attendance figures.  Statistics published by The Sutton 
Trust suggesting that 35% of secondary students have missed at least 
10% of in-person sessions nationally since schools have re-opened.  We 
know this has a direct negative impact on attainment.  In school, we 
will continue to celebrate and promote high attendance through our 
welcoming environment, supportive pastoral presence and rewards 
initiatives in Year 8. 
At home, you can help by supporting your child in their positive outlook 
towards school and encourage good resilience by ensuring your child 
comes into school even if they are feeling tired or have a minor ailment 
such as a headache or a cold.  If your child is feeling slightly unwell, we 
are fortunate to have our School Nurse and quiet intervention space 
to support them if needed.  We do appreciate that some members 
of our year group face significant barriers to attendance, and we also 
know that missing school is sometimes unavoidable.  If your child is 
struggling with their attendance, the Year 8 team are on hand to offer 
individual support and will always welcome an open dialogue with you 
on this matter.
Thank you for your continued support.  If you have any queries or 
concerns about your child in Year 8, please contact school Reception to 
speak to someone in the Year 8 team, or you can email reception@ahs.
pmat.academy.
The Year 8 Team - Miss Chambers, Mrs Reeder and Miss Waines
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This Week’s 
Sixth Form News

Messages from Mr MacFarlane, Head of Year 13 and Mr Charlton, Head of Year 12

Year 12 Mock Exams
Year 12 mock exams have been taking place this week.  It is a 
rigorous process but one which will work to establish what 
support is needed and to commend the hard work that has been 
demonstrated over the Winter term.  When results are released 
they will be followed by a Progress Evening in March (further 
information to follow).  Our Year 12s should be commended for 
their effort and focus across a variety of subject areas.  Well done! 

BTEC January External Assessments
Our BTEC Assessments continue to make us incredibly proud 
of our Sixth Form students.  These have been taking place for 
our Year 13 students and some of our Year 12 students during 
January.  Students have exams at 9.00am and 1.00pm each 
day.  These Assessments have been carried out with minimal 
disruption and incredible resilience by our students.  Well done 
to all who have undergone this process. 

Year 13 Next Steps
On Wednesday our Year 13 students had an assembly on what 
their next steps are, whether that be for UCAS, apprenticeships, 
TEFL or employment.  Students should now feel confident 
about what they need to do, and any questions they now have 
should be directed towards Mr MacFarlane, Mr Charlton or Mrs 
De Lashley. 

Sixth Form Rewards
Well done everyone for your incredible hard work and resilience 
in your studies. 

Year 12 Year 13
Tom Wilson Sophia Mackender

Henry Lucas Fenton Griffiths

Imogen Brown Frances Berry-Michallat

Beau Crofford Ellen Morrell

Isabelle Reed Sophie Frizzell

Grace Wilson James Rudling
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Physical Education Department
“Equipping students with the knowledge, skills and motivation to live active, healthy lives.”
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Loaned PE Kit
If any student has borrowed school PE kit, 
please can it be returned to a member of the 
PE department.  School PE kit is usually labelled 
“AHS”.  If you have any unwanted school PE 
kit, we would be extremely grateful for any 
donations.

Google Classroom
On Google Classroom 
students can access general PE 
information, their Programme 
of Study, the Extra-Curricular 
Programme, Community Links and a 
curriculum map outlining what students study 
each year.

  MONDAY
      LUNCHTIME (12.15-12.50pm)
      -   Y8 Basketball (Gym)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.00pm)
      -   Y7/8/9 Badminton (Sports Hall)
      -   Y10/11 Basketball (Gym)
      -   Girls’ Fitness - all years (Fitness Suite)

  TUESDAY
    LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.50pm)
      -   Y9 Basketball (Gym)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.00pm)
      -   Y7 Netball (Sports Hall)
      -   Y8 Netball (Gym)
      -   Y10 Fitness (Fitness Suite)
      -   Boxing Academy (Studio)

  WEDNESDAY
      LUNCHTIME (12.15-12.50pm)
      -   Y8/10/SF Detentions (PE1)
 AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.00pm)
      -   All years Volleyball (Gym)

  THURSDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.50pm)
      -   Y7/9/11 Detentions (PE1)
      -   Y9 Netball (Gym)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.00pm)
      -   Y8/9 Fitness (Fitness Suite)
      -   Y10 Basketball (Gym)
      -   Girls’ Basketball (Sports Hall)

  FRIDAY
       LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.50pm)
      -   Y7 Trampolining (Sports Hall)
      -   Y7 Roundnet (Gym)
       AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.15)
      -   Y7 Rookie Lifeguard - invite only 
                                                           (Swimming Pool)

School PE Kit
A reminder that all PE kit should be clearly 
named.  If a student misplaces any PE kit, this 
makes it easier to return items to their rightful 
owner.
Reminder that students will be asked to remove 
ALL jewellery for PE lessons.  This is a health and 
safety precaution and must be adhered to.
The department would like to clarify that the 
optional PE hoodie can be used for PE lessons, 
but we encourage students to wear the 
reversible PE top as this is safer for rugby.

Cross Country
Well done to Hannah Lovett, Brodie Barrow, Lydia 
Scott, Carys Briggs, Lottie Langan, Zoe Cardy, 
Katie-Anne Varga, Georgia Bell, Liv Hardy and Loic 
Clegg who all competed in the North Yorkshire 
Schools Cross Country at Skipton on Saturday. 
Some really impressive results and great effort 
from everyone.

Boxing Academy
We have a new Boxing Club for all year groups 
on Tuesdays after school in the Studio from 3.15-
4.15pm each week until the end of the term.  
Students will need their AHS Indoor PE kit and a 
drink.  The club is free of charge and is subsidised 
by the school.
The club is run by Paul Cashmore, a former AHS 
student and Met Police Officer, who now works 
on Channel 4s “The Hunted” as a Hunter.  Paul set 
up a boxing academy in London alongside his TV 
work and has brought his academy to York.
The boxing club’s aim is to inspire and promote 
health and fitness, increase confidence inclusive 
of all genders and abilities in a disciplined yet fun 
and safe environment.  It is non-contact, if talent is 
identified they may be referred to a local boxing 
clubs.

PE Period 1 or 5
If a student has PE Period 1 they should still 
attend school in their normal school uniform.
Likewise, if a student has PE Period 5, they are 
allowed to leave school in their PE kit if they wish 
to do so.

Basketball
The Y10 boys got the season off to a strong start 
with a dominant performance against Joseph 
Rowntree School.  The whole team played 
their part both offensively and defensively.  
Oscar Pearson was integral to the success and 
Joe Coyle kept the scoreboard moving pretty 
rapidly.  The final score was 52-14.  Bootham is 
our next fixture.



OUR SCHOOLS ARE 
RECRUITING 

Support Staff Vacancies 

For details and to apply, visit our 

website or scan the QR code  

Pathfinder Multi Academy Trust is an equal opportunities employer, committed to 

safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children. Enhanced DBS check required. 

Job Business Admin Apprentice 

School Pathfinder Multi Academy Trust 

Details Apprentice national minimum wage 

37 hours per week - Term time only 

1 day per week release time to attend college. 

Closes N/A 

Job Teaching Assistant (Lvl 2) 1:1 

Support/General TA (Lvl 2) 

School St Lawrence’s 

Details Grade 4 Level 1-4 (£21,120- £22,288 reduced 
pro-rata) 
17/32.5 hours per week, Monday–Thursday/
Friday – Term Time Only 

Closes Thursday 19 January at midnight 

Job Casual Exam Invigilators 

School Archbishop Holgate’s School 

Details £10.00 per hour – This is a casual position 

and, due to the nature of the role, will provide 

flexible working hours at the convenience of 

both the school and invigilator. Further details 

available on request.  

Closes N/A 

Job Midday Supervisory Assistant 

School Heworth Primary School 

Details Grade 2 Level 1 – Full time equivalent salary = 
£20,353, reduced pro-rata. 
Hourly rate payable is £10.50. The hours are 
11:30am to 1:00pm,  term time only. 

Closes Thursday 19 January at midnight 

Job Teaching Assistants 1:1 - Possible job share 

School Hempland Primary School 

Details Grade 4 Level 1-4 (£21,120 – £22,288 per 

annum) reduced pro-rata 

Permanent, Term Time Only contract – 

Monday to Friday, up to a maximum of 30 

hours per week 

Closes Thursday 19 January at midnight 

Job Teaching Assistant Lvl 2 

School Acomb Primary School 

Details Grade 4 Level 1 £21,120 (Reduced pro rata) 
Maternity cover contract, expected to last 12 
months. Term Time only contract. 

Closes Thursday 26 January at 5pm 

https://pathfinder.academy/careers/vacancies/
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