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Food for Thought
This week our Form Tutor Collective Worship is linked to LGBT+ History 
Month.  Together we have spent time thinking about Mpho Tutu van 
Furth (daughter of Archbishop Desmond Tutu), a person of faith from 
the LGBT+ community.  Our daily quotes have included:
“A new commandment I give to you, that you love 
one another just as I have loved you.”
The Bible, John 13:34
To receive the daily Thought for the Day 
straight to your phone or other electronic 
device sign up to @AHSChaplaincy on Twitter.

Executive Head’s Introduction
Dear Parents and Carers,

Families will have already received a letter 
(via email/ClassCharts) outlining the impact 
on school during the industrial action next 
Tuesday, 28 February.  The school will be open 
for vulnerable and EHCP students, and for

those students in Year 11.  Year 12/13 students will access live lessons 
from home via Google Classroom and students in Years 7, 8, 9 and 10 
will have work set to complete on Google Classroom.  We apologise for 
the disruption as a result of the industrial action.

Please also note the change to Year 12 Progress Evening, now taking 
place on Wednesday 8 March.

I would like to draw attention to the letter sent home yesterday regarding 
the future leadership of Archbishop Holgate’s and I look forward to the 
ongoing support from families and the school community.

Upcoming Events

Tue 7 Mar
Wed 8 Mar
Thu 9 Mar
22-24 Mar

Wed 29 Mar

Y10 Careers Fair
Y12 Progress Evening
Y11 Careers Fair
School Show - Fame
Y11 Progress Evening

Social Media  
Please follow us on Twitter @AHSYork or
Facebook to keep up to date with the latest news and events!

We welcome all feedback and thank all parents for 
their valuable contributions. If you have a query 
or simply an observation about the school please 
complete the form online.

AHS Feedback 

Parent Governor Vacancy
There is a vacancy on our Local Governing Committee (LGC) for a Parent 
Governor.  Governors use their skills to support the development of the 
school and have a role in strategic leadership and accountability within 
schools.  Governors are not involved in the operational running of the 
school.  The daily management of the school is the responsibility of the 
Headteacher and Senior Leadership Team.
Who can apply?  You are eligible to be nominated as a Parent Governor 
if you are a Parent or Carer or have custody of a child registered at AHS.   
We welcome applications from all those eligible, regardless of race, sex, 
disability, age, religion, or sexual orientation.
What is required of a Governor?  Applicants should have a strong belief 
in continually improving the quality of education for children at our 
school, a commitment to the AHS Values and have the time to fulfil the 
role.  As a minimum you can expect to attend two Governor meetings 
per half term plus training course and other visits to school as needed. 
Parent Governors serve for four years, unless they resign during their 
term of office.  They can continue in office after their children have left 
the school in order to complete their term.
Do Parent Governors have special responsibilities?  No, Parent 
Governors do not have extra duties.  Parent Governors bring a parental 
perspective and experience to the Governor team.  All Governors work 
as a team, with shared responsibilities.  Governors use their skills and 
experience to serve the school.
I’m Interested, what do I do next?  Once you have decided you wish 
to stand for election it is necessary to get two parents at the school to 
propose and second your nomination.  If you are not able to stand for 
election yourself, you may know of someone who is so you could offer 
to nominate them.  Nomination forms are available from AHS Main 
Reception or by email to jsissons@ahs.pmat.academy.  These should 
be returned to school by 10.30am on Monday 13 March, in a sealed 
envelope marked ‘Confidential - PG Nomination’.
What happens next?  If there is only one nomination then that person 
will be declared appointed.  If we receive more than one nomination 
then all the proposed candidates will be contacted and there will be an 
election.   In the event that no nominations are received the LGC will be 
responsible for filling any vacancies by inviting a parent of a child at the 
school to become a Parent Governor.
Election Process  If there is an election this is a secret ballot in which all 
parents and carers will have the opportunity to vote.  Details about the 
candidates and how this happens will be sent to you once nominations 
have been received.
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This Week’s 
School News
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KS4 Book of the Half Term
Well done to everyone who read our last KS4/5 
Book of the Half Term, The Curious Incident of the 
Dog in the Night-Time.
If you enjoyed last half term’s The Curious Incident 
of the Dog in the Night-Time you might enjoy the 
second book by the same author, Mark Haddon, 
‘A Spot of Bother’. 
Well done to all students who have been attending the KS4/5 Book 
Club.  New members are always welcome;  we meet on Tuesdays, after 
school in En2, 3.15-3.50pm.

Presenting our KS4/5 Book of the Half Term for Spring 2
Hailsham seems like a pleasant English boarding 
school, far from the influences of the city.  Its 
students are well tended and supported, trained 
in art and literature, and become just the sort 
of people the world wants them to be.  But, 
curiously, they are taught nothing of the outside 
world and are allowed little contact with it.
Within the grounds of Hailsham, Kathy grows from 
schoolgirl to young woman, but it’s only when 
she and her friends Ruth and Tommy leave the 

safe grounds of the school (as they always knew 
they would) that they realise the full truth of what Hailsham is.
Never Let Me Go breaks through the boundaries of the literary novel.  It 
is a gripping mystery, a beautiful love story, and also a scathing critique 
of human arrogance and a moral examination of how we treat the 
vulnerable and different in our society.  In exploring the themes of 
memory and the impact of the past, Ishiguro takes on the idea of a 
possible future to create his most moving and powerful book to date.
If your child would like to read this novel, they can borrow one from 
their English teacher.

 

Careers Corner

Invitation to Parents:  Success Beyond School
How to turn teenagers into successful young professionals.  
Investin are delighted to announce the first events in their 
‘Success beyond School’ series for 2023.  These are live online 
seminars featuring career experts, designed to help parents 
amplify their children’s career potential.  The events are for 
parents and are free to attend.
Wednesday 15 March   -    Engineer Your Future.  How to help your 
child launch a career in Engineering.
To book a place please visit INVESTIN Parents Events

Work Experience Drop-in sessions
Students can now attend Work Experience Drop-in sessions at 
lunchtime on a Monday, Wednesday and Friday.
If your child needs help and support finding a placement or 
using the GroFar system they can come to the Careers Office (at 
the end of the Technology corridor) to see Miss Robinson.

PLEASE SHARE:  If you would like to share students’  
achievements and events in the community, 

please email jsissons@ahs.pmat.academy.  It’s always nice 
to celebrate our school community.

Initiate:  verb - cause (a process or action) to being.   “He 
proposes to initiate discussions on planning procedures.”

OF THE WEEK

@AHSSki - The students 
were amazing all week

Book Drop
Thursday 2 March is World Book Day! 
We are hosting a book drop challenge.  We 
would love every student and member of 
staff to bring in one book to donate to the 
book drop.  This can be a children, teenager or 
adult novel or non fiction book.  We hope to 
collect over 1000 books on the day which will be donated to the library 
and local charities.  So, if you can, please bring a book to donate next 
Thursday, 2 March! 
A host of other events will be happening throughout the day - watch 
this space for an update on all the fun and games! 

https://investin.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=5ded970e76&e=daea8e16d4
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choose.  The new challenges will be available on 
Google Classroom next week.  Students are welcome 
to submit their entries ASAP before the end of term. 
We are also very excited as some of our students are 
joining in with Bikability.  Students will have a two-
hour session with an instructor on how to safely 
cycle on the roads.  Bikability will email parents with 
the date and we will remind students in school too.  
Please remember a bike and helmet on these days! 
This half term we can give you another insight 
into what students are studying in some of their 
subjects.  In English, students are continuing to study 
Shakespeare’s Macbeth, they have been fascinated by 
the spooky witches and enthralled by the conflicted 
and haunted character of Macbeth.  In Science, 
students will be learning about food chains, predators 
and prey in Biology; acids and alkalis in Chemistry and 
energy and resources in Physics.  In History, Year 7 are 
starting to study the Tudors, they are really enjoying 
finding out more about the background to the story 
such as The Battle of Bosworth and how Henry VII 
began the dynasty.  In Maths, Year 7 will be looking at 
Algebra this half term.  They will be looking at solving 
equations and then linking algebra to sequences and 
graphs.

Our key focus is John 10:10 and that we want students to be fulfilled 
in all ways.  We have a big emphasis on extra-curricular and all Year 7 
students should attend as least one club per week, this is essential in 
supporting students to feel part of a community and make as many 
new friends as possible, as well as learning lots of new skills.  The most 
up to date version of the extra-curricular timetable can be found here.
We look forward to another exciting half term with this wonderful year 
group.  As ever, please do not hesitate to contact if there is anything we 
can do to support your family or your child.  Miss Cooper (acooper2@
ahs.pmat.academy), Ms Halifax (jhalifax@ahs.pmat.academy) and Miss 
Powell (hpowell@ahs.pmat.academy).
The Year 7 Team

Message from Head of Year 7
It is a delight to write the newsletter this half term as there are so many 
things to celebrate.  We ended last half term with the Swimming Gala 
which so many excelled in.  This was very exciting as it was a house 
event, a fantastic opportunity for students to meet and see each other 
in a different light.  This is a fully inclusive inter-house event and it was 
so wonderful to see all different students cheering each other on and 
showing the utmost sportsmanship.
Last half term Geography students were set the task of designing or 
building their own volcano and many took on the challenge of building 
them or making cakes. 

We are so excited for Year 7s’ first ever school show, 22-24 March.  Fame is 
a musical which follows students at a secondary school for performing 
arts and looks at how their desire for fame drives them.  We have seen 
so many of our Year 7s dedicating their time to perfecting their lines and 
choreography, we are so impressed by their commitment to rehearsals.  
The Year 7 team are so excited to watch the show, we are so proud of 
you all. 
As always, we have an update on our Bright Sparks Challenges.  We 
continue to seek ways to extend students’ learning beyond the 
curriculum.  These challenges will be set every half term and will cover 
a range of skills, subjects and learning styles.  Students in Year 7 are 
invited to complete up to three challenges, with the winner receiving 
a £5 voucher and being invited to breakfast with Mr Green-Harding.  
We hope our young people will enjoy the challenge of learning in a 
different way and the freedom to structure their work however they

Charity Bake Sale
On Thursday 9 February some of our Deaf and Hearing 
Impaired students organised a Valentine's Day bake sale to 
raise money for the National Deaf Children's Society and 
the local York charity Lollipop.  This was primarily run by 
Phoebe Rankin and Hannah Wray (Year 7) who designed adverts for 
the sale and baked some delicious homemade treats, and Ellie Holliday 
(Year 12) who helped with organising the sale itself.  Thanks to the girls' 
effort, and the huge effort of our staff, we managed to raise a huge total 
of £237.46 which has been split equally between the charities. 

Children’s Mental Health Week
Just before half term, students took part in Children's 
Mental Health Week.  This year's theme was 'Let's 
Connect', which is all about fostering connections 
to support wellbeing.  This has been a major 
success with everyone getting involved.  Year 7's 
wrote 'Good Luck' cards to Year 11 students in time 
for their mocks; Sixth Form Ambassadors raised 
awareness during the Year 9 Progress Evening 
and our afternoon registration was redesigned 
to incorporate the theme.  Additionally, with your help, we have 
raised enough money for Place2Be, a children's mental health charity 
that provides support for children, families and schools.  A BIG thank 
you to everyone involved.

MFL Stars of the Week
Students were nominated by Language staff to receive an 

Effort merit, a postcard home and appear on the ‘Stars Wall’ 
for all their hard work:

           KS3 French - Livvie Curran, 9KCe
           KS3 German - Hannah Lovett, 7CSt
           KS3 Spanish - Keira Taylor, 8RGi
           KS4 French - Bryn Wade, 10EWh
           KS4 German - Callum Hanson, 10JLi
           KS4 Spanish - Lottie Langan, 11Kx

https://archbishopholgates.academy/ahs-journey/enrichment-opportunities/
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This Week’s 
Sixth Form News

Messages from Mr MacFarlane, Head of Year 13 and Mr Charlton, Head of Year 12

Sixth Form Rewards
Year 12 Year 13

Imogen Brown
Elizabeth Middleton
Alanna Richardson

Isabelle Marron

Ben Reading
Fenton Griffiths

Abbi Calpin
Phaedra Wright

School Menu w/c 27 February

BTEC External Assessment Results - BTEC students should 
once again be praised for their work ethic and focus during 
the assessment period.  Results will be issued on Thursday 
23 March (amendment on previous communication).  Each 
Year 13 student will receive a 1-2-1 meeting on results day to 
discuss current position, likely end point and second sitting 
requirements.  Year 12 students will be spoken to in departments 
about the same information but over the following week.

Year 12 Progress Evening - Students will receive appointment 
sheets this week for the upcoming Progress Evening in March.  
These appointments will provide opportunity to discuss 
Full Report data as well as next steps to aid progress moving 
towards the summer assessments.  Over the next two weeks 
the Sixth Form team will meet some students with their families 
to implement intervention plans following their mock exam 
results.  

Year 13 Leavers’ Key Dates
(Amended since letter sent home Fri 10 Feb)
Leavers' Celebration Service - Thursday 11 May (6.30-7.30pm in 
the Main Hall)

(Amended since letter sent home Fri 10 Feb)
A Level Stand-down - Friday 12 May

Prom - Friday 23 June, Hilton, York

REMINDER:  Year 13 March Mocks - These take place wc 
6 March and will be the final opportunity to experience exam 
conditions before the summer exam series.  Students will be 
directed to focus their attention on specific topics/units in the 
coming weeks, but independent revision should be ongoing.

REMINDER:  Teach English as a Foreign Language - We are 
excited to be hosting a two-day TEFL certified course on 3-4 April 
(during the first two days of the Easter break).  The course is open 
to all Year 12 and 13 students and targeted at those keen to travel 
or gain employment teaching English as a foreign language.  
There is a fee, set by TEFL, but if the certification is utilised this will 
be a small amount compared to the earning potential.  Students 
who have shown an interest have been given letters requiring a 
response.  If any other students are interested, there is still time 
to collect a letter with more information.
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VACANCY
Archbishop Holgate’s School

Science Technician (Grade 5)
Required as soon as possible

Part Time (6 hpw), Term Time/Full Year—negotiable
2 hpd during afternoon Mon, Wed, Fri—negotiable

Closing date: Monday 6 March, 8.00am

Casual Exam Invigilators
£10.00 per hour – This is a casual position

and, due to the nature of the role, will provide
flexible working hours at the convenience of

both the school and invigilator. 
Further details available on request

For more information visit:
www.archbishopholgates.academy/staff/vacancies

Pathfinder MAT is an equal opportunities employer, committed 
to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children.  

Enhanced DBS check will be required.
As part of our due diligence process, an online search will be 

carried out on all shortlisted candidates. 

www.archbishopholgates.academy

Time Out For Parents
Tired of the Tantrums?  Overwhelmed by the 
outbursts? Shattered from the shouting? Join 
our FREE 4 weekly sessions to explore ways to 
create a calmer family environment and restore 
peace to family life. 
Course starts Thursday 2 March
Sign up at https://fmy.org.uk/york/
Handling Anger in the Family  Join our FREE 5 weekly sessions to share 
with other parents about your hopes, concerns and challenges as a 
parent.  Discover ways to parent your child that will work for you.
Online course starts Thursday 2 March (via Zoom).
Sign up now at https://fmy.org.uk/york/
For further information email: jenwootten@fmy.org.uk
or tel: 07393147295
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Physical Education Department
“Equipping students with the knowledge, skills and motivation to live active, healthy lives.”

www.archbishopholgates.academy

School PE Kit
If any student has borrowed school PE kit, 
please can it be returned to a member of the 
PE department.  School PE kit is usually labelled 
“AHS”.  If you have any unwanted school PE 
kit, we would be extremely grateful for any 
donations.

Google Classroom
On Google Classroom 
students can access general PE 
information, their Programme 
of Study, the Extra-Curricular 
Programme, Community Links and a curriculum 
map outlining what students study each year.

  MONDAY
      LUNCHTIME (12.15-12.50pm)
      -   Y8 Basketball (Gym)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.00pm)
      -   Y7/8/9 Girls’ Football (Back Field)
      -   Y7/8/9 Badminton (Sports Hall)
      -   Y10/11 Basketball (Gym)

  TUESDAY
    LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.50pm)
      -   Y9 Basketball (Gym)
      -   Y11 GCSE PE Badminton (Sports Hall)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.00pm)
      -   All years Netball (Tennis Courts)
      -   Y10 Fitness (Fitness Suite)
      -   All years Boys’ Rugby (Back Field)
      -   Y13 BTEC Sport P6 (IT5)
      -   All years Boxing Academy (Studio)

  WEDNESDAY
      LUNCHTIME (12.15-12.50pm)
      -   Y8/10/SF Detentions (PE1)
 AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.00pm)
      -   Girls’ Leadership (PE1)
      -   Y11 GCSE PE Badminton (Sports Hall)

  THURSDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.50pm)
      -   Y7/9/11 Detentions (PE1)
      -   Y11 GCSE PE Netball (Sports Hall)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.00pm)
      -   Y8/9 Fitness (Fitness Suite)
      -   Y10 Basketball (Gym)
      -   All years Girls’ Rugby (Back Field)

  FRIDAY
       LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.50pm)
      -   Y7 Girls’ Football (Sports Hall)
             AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.00)
      -   All years Cricket (Sports Hall)
AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.15)
      -   Y7 Rookie Lifeguard - invite only 
                                                           (Swimming Pool)

Extra-curricular PE
Please see our new extra-curricular programme 
for this half term.  Remember that our clubs are a 
relaxed environment with a focus on participation 
and enjoyment, students don’t have to be 
selected in teams.  Fixtures are also back on, so if 
students would like to be a part of a team, they will 
need to attend training to be eligible for selection. 

Football
The Sixth Form boys’ took on Bootham here 
at Archies this week in an impressive 4-1 
display.  Beau Clifford and Sebi Ackerley split 
the goals two each, with a special mention 
for Sebi’s outside of the box volley being the 
highlight.  Dominant performances from 
Elliott Morrisson and Asa Dunn in midfield 
kept the team ticking.  The team should be 
immensely proud of this one.  Well done! 

Illness & Injury in PE Lessons
In PE we endeavour to provide every student 
with an enjoyable experience by which they 
progress and achieve their full potential.  
In doing so our school policy for illness 
and injury is stated below and in line with 
Ofsted guidance.  This policy ensures that no 
student is missing out on vital information 
and is progressing through the lessons and 
scheme of work with their peers.  They may 
not be able to take part fully, but they will still 
have a valued role within the lesson. 
In the unlikely event that a student is unable 
to take part fully in PE lessons due to injury 
or illness then a signed parental note needs 
to be presented to their teacher at the start 
of the lesson.  Please state the nature of 
their injury in your note so that the member 
of staff teaching your child can use their 
discretion as to how much the student can 
continue to be involved.
Despite being unable to take part fully, 
they may take on an officiating or coaching 
role or still be able to take part in moderate 
exercise.  For example, if a student has 
hurt their hand and the planned lesson is 
football, the student can still take part at 
a moderate level.  If the student is unwell, 
again the member of staff would use their 
discretion to decide how appropriate the 
lesson plan is for the student and decide on 
an appropriate role for the student. 
On receiving the note, we expect that all 
students whatever the injury or illness still 
get changed for PE (If they are excused 
from swimming, they need to bring shorts 
and t-shirt).  This is to ensure that they can, 
whatever the weather or activity, continue 
to participate in the role they are given.  If 
a student arrives without sufficient kit they 
will receive an ‘E’ code as stated in the school 
policy.  If they forget all their kit they will 
receive a detention and, in both instances, 
they will be expected to wear the school’s 
spare kit.
This policy ensures that all students are 
involved in the learning process and that 
the student will be appropriately dressed 
for being outside in all weather, with their 
teacher (there is no alternative supervision 
for the students so they must remain with 
their allocated teacher at all times).  Please 
be advised that girls will not be excused 
from PE (except for swimming lessons) 
suffering from period pains.  Medical 
evidence suggests that exercise eases these 
symptoms. 
Thank you for your continued support


