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Food for Thought
This week our Form Tutor Collective Worship 
continued exploring how we can ‘Look IN 
and Look OUT’ during Lent, with a focus 
on Friends.  The focus each week will be 
a different community that students are 
part of from Family - Friends - School - Local 
Community - Country - World.  Our daily 
quotes have included:
“Don’t walk in front of me, I may not follow; Don’t walk behind me, I 
may not lead; Walk beside me, and just be my friend.”
Albert Camus
To receive the daily Thought for the Day straight to your phone or other 
electronic device sign up to @AHSChaplaincy on Twitter.

Executive Head’s Introduction
Dear Parents and Carers,

Families will have received a letter (via email/
ClassCharts) outlining the impact on school 
during the days of industrial action next  week.
Wednesday 15 March - school will be open 
for Year 7, vulnerable and EHCP students; 

alongside this Year 13 students will be given the option of signing 
up to study in the SF Library.  On Thursday 16 March - school 
will be open to Year 11, vulnerable and EHCP students.  We 
apologise for the disruption as a result of the industrial action.

Thank you to all the parents and students who attended the Year 12 
Progress Evening yesterday.  We are very impressed with the way the 
cohort have adapted to post-16 life.

We are looking forward to the school’s production of ‘Fame’.  Tickets 
are now available via ParentPay or can 
be purchased from main reception at 
break and lunchtimes or on the door at 
performances.
Prices: Adult £5; Child/OAP £3
Family (2 adults and 2 children) £15
Wednesday 22 March, 7pm
Thursday 23 March, 5pm
Friday 24 March, 7pm

Social Media  
Please follow us on Twitter @AHSYork or
Facebook to keep up to date with the latest news and events!

We welcome all feedback and thank all parents for 
their valuable contributions. If you have a query 
or simply an observation about the school please 
complete the form online.

AHS Feedback 

World Book Day 
World Book Day last week was a fantastic event in school.  Over 50 staff 
members dressed up in costumes ranging from Fantastic Mr Fox to 
Lady Macbeth.  This created an exciting buzz around school as students 
chatted to staff about their characters and favourite books.

We’d also like to thank parents for their 
excellent contributions, we have received 
hundreds of books donated to the school 
which will really help both our school 
libraries, students within school and local 
charities.  Please feel free to continue 
donating books to the school!

Students completed a range of activities throughout the week in the 
libraries.  The three winners of the book competition were Rosie Mellor, 
Verity Kearns and Masal Altun.  Each student will receive a brand new 
book as a prize. 
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This Week’s 
School News
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Upcoming Events

22-24 Mar
Wed 29 Mar

Fri 31 Mar
3-14 Apr

Mon 17 Apr

School Show - Fame
Y11 Progress Evening
Training Day (School closed to students)
Easter Holiday
Students return

 

Careers News
Work Experience

Only ten weeks to go until Year 10 start their Work Experience – 
w/c 15 May!!
We all know how quickly time flies so if your child is yet to find a 
placement or yet to add their secured placement on to the Grofar 
application, please encourage them to do so.
If they need any further help or support they are welcome to 
come along to the WEX drop-in sessions on Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday lunchtimes, in the Careers Office.

World Book Day (events continued)
Students also enjoyed completing the “Story in a Jar” competition in the 
school libraries.  Some of the entries were really tricky!

It was also a great day to come together as a school community and 
during form time, all forms in Year 7-13 read the same short story and 
submitted their reviews to the rest of the school.  Students loved the 
unexpected twist in this short, but shocking little story!

Students were given a World Book Day voucher (this can also be  
downloaded as a digital voucher here.

The atmosphere in school was excellent and it was a lovely reminder of 
the importance place books and reading has in school and all our lives.

Football Boot Donations
We are pleased 
to announce that 
we have signed 
up to an initiative 
to rehome good 
quality football boots.  Every year, millions of pairs 
end up in landfill when people grow out of them.  
We hope to be able to collect pairs of boots in school 
and give them a new home within our school 
community.  If you have any good quality football 
boots that you would like to donate, please give 
them a quick clean and put them in the donation 
box in the main Reception area.  Details on how we 

will allocate the boots will be sent out when we have built up a stock 
from donations.

Consolidate:  verb - combine (a number of things) into 
a single more effective or coherent whole.  “The students 
knowledge was consolidated during their revision.” 

OF THE WEEK
@AHSArtsAward: Amazing to have all 
these students in school, giving up their 
time and rehearsing today -  but what 
was Mr Thompson doing there, you’ll 
have to book your tickets to find it out!!!

PLEASE SHARE:  If you would like to share students’  
achievements and events in the community, 

please email jsissons@ahs.pmat.academy.  It’s always nice 
to celebrate our school community.

Student Achievement
Congratulations to George Horner, 10MHe, passed his ABRSM Grade 4 
Jazz Piano exam with Distinction.

https://worldbookclone.wpenginepowered.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/WBD23-digital-1-book-token_UK_secondary.pdf
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Message from Head of Year 9
As Head of Year 9, I am always delighted when I teach one 
of our Year 9 classes on my timetable.  I am reminded every 
lesson what a wonderful group of students we have in our 
year group, and yes they are teenagers and they will make 
mistakes, but they really are a wonderful set of young 
people.  It’s the same on a morning when the pastoral 
team stand at the door welcoming students into school; 
the positive interactions are so uplifting and  usually create 
a lovely, positive start to the school day. 
This impression was endorsed when Rachel Clark from 
the Immunisation Team visited to deliver an assembly in 
February.  She was impressed with their manners and the 
way they listened and conducted themselves throughout.  
I have no doubt they will demonstrate the same respect 
for all the other Acts of Collective Worship we have this 
term which will focus on Women’s Rights; National Careers 
week (with the title ‘What’s the point of School?’), Delayed 
Gratification and finally, Families and Relationships.  As the 
programme is already jam packed - as indeed it was before 
half term - the next tutor group ACW has been pencilled in 
for Friday 5 May and will be delivered by 9JDl.  Good luck 
to them.
Those of you who have added up the weeks may have noticed that 
we are one week short.  This is because there was no ACW on Friday 
3 March, the date of our second cultural trip.  Mr O’Brien and I were 
lucky enough to attend this time; myself to the Sculpture Park and Mr 
O’Brien to the Armouries.  All the students were brilliantly behaved and 
prompted the following - ‘We wanted to email straight away to let you 
all know how INCREDIBLE the students were today on the Sculpture 
Park trip.  They were an absolute credit to AHS and themselves.  They 
were polite, respectful, engaged with the art and 
a pleasure to take around the park’, ‘The students 
were very well-behaved, enthusiastic, and really 
were a credit to the school.  A big thank you to all 
the staff who supervised’ and finally, ‘A great day 
out with well mannered, polite and respectful 
students.’  Included is an inspired response to a 
piece of work on display at the sculpture park.  
We  all ended the week on a positive!  Just one 
more trip left to go.
So many of the year group are also a credit to the school as they 
conclude their final rehearsals ready to present the musical Fame.  I hope 
that most of our Year 9s choose to come and watch the performances 
between 22-24 March, as hours of rehearsals over the past months 
have been dedicated to perfecting lines, learning choreography, 
practising  music and honing back of stage support including making 
and moving  scenery, lighting and props.  I am incredibly impressed 
with the number of students who are involved and very much look 
forward to enjoying their performances.  Good luck to: Edward Smith, 
Blaine Wright-Smith, Megan Boddy, Owen Bartholomew, Flic Munzer, 
Tom Lawrence, Laura Hazelwood, Alfred Davies, Alex Grist, Hannah 
Birkinshaw, Otto Kearns, Alex Driffield, Flynn Rowland, Jack Lawrence, 
Zaki Traboulsi, Poppy Sullivan, Emma Guarino, Elisabetta Micheli, James 
Dillon, Fraser McIntyre, Hannah Macfarlane, Natalya Suggate, Sienna 
Parkins, Jess Wray and Max Moody.
Our students have a meaningful and structured programme when they 
are in Form Time with their tutors for 10 minutes every morning and 20 
minutes every afternoon, except for when they are in the year group 
ACW.  On a morning, after registration, they are informed of all the notices 
for the day and have an equipment and uniform check.  They then 
ponder/discuss the Thought for the Day which encourages them to 
reflect on our values and aspirations.  Afternoons include either a visit to
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the Chapel or form worship; lively discussion of topical, 
interesting news events; exploring various cultural themes 
alternating with wellbeing support and finally a reading 
session where the form tutor reads to the students so they 
enjoy a shared reading experience.  9NTh were particularly 
engaged this week when they did a short story generator 
together which, in the words of Mr Thompson, ‘they loved’.  
They contributed lots of ideas and the story is going to be 
read to them next week.  I’m sure they will all be very attentive.  
I am proud that our Year 9 form tutors work very hard to foster 
and strengthen positive relationships with all their tutees.
It is not just the Year 9 form tutors however who build good 
relationships, subject teachers of Year 9 do so too and this is 
obvious from the many comments sent to the year team.  I 
would like to finish this week by sharing some of the emails 
sent to me.  I hope that you enjoy reading them as much as 
the year team do.
Well done to Ms Evans’ 9d2 English class for trying to get their 
heads round some tricky themes on our novel Dr Jekyll and 
Mr Hyde; 9a1 - hard working, brilliant thinkers, thoughtful 
and entertaining - I love teaching you - Miss Cockle; 9c1 - 
fantastic work ethic, brilliant thinkers, thoughtful discussions 

- I love teaching you too - Miss Cockle; Miss Holmes’ Year 9 RE class... you 
have been brilliant this year so far and I am looking forward to hearing 
about your successes in the future!  Great P5 discussions;  9aEn2 - 
Thank you for always having so much to say in class discussions and for 
engaging well with topics throughout the year.  You are making great 
progress - keep up the good work! - Miss Doyle;  9dEn3 - Thank you for 
being such a studious, sensible group of students and always trying 
your best!  You are doing really well and I am sure you will continue 
to make great progress throughout the rest of the year -  Miss Doyle;  
9a2 RE - Some excellent questions from a variety of class members to 
our Ukrainian visitor last week.  And very mature engagement with 
challenging topic areas in RE lessons this week - Rev Nihill; A shout out 
to 9aSp3 for absolutely nailing their homework on the past tense! - 
Ms Armes; 9d/Sc4 with Mr Handley - Great class who work hard and 
are achieving highly.  I really enjoy teaching you all; 9a/En3 have been 
the highlight of my week as always!  Your enthusiasm over analysing 
Queen and Elvis songs is amazing and you should be so proud of your 
hard work.  Thank you all so much for your cheerful entries to class and 
your perfect homework record too - you are all stars! - Miss Barrett;  9d/
En4 - A huge thank you to my English class for making me smile each 
week.  Each and every one of you is making great progress and most 
of us are working really hard.  Keep up the great work!  Miss Chambers; 
Great efforts and working hard.  Good progress has been made by all 
and you are showing a great attitude and approach to Physics - Mr 
Evans; Mr Furniss’ Maths group (9a/Ma3) - You have been wonderful 
all year, working hard, asking questions, contributing and supporting 
each others learning.  This term we have been working on Algebra 
and the Nth term and to a person you have tried really hard and 
made excellent progress.  Well done and keep up the hard work; My 
wonderful form, they make me so proud everyday and I cannot thank 
them enough for their hard work, dedication, determination, fun and 
thoughtfulness not only in form but around school - Miss Chase; 9d - 
top half of the register were FANTASTIC in trampolining this morning.  
All students attempted (even if they were at first unsure) and they all 
showed compassion to each other.  Great class spirit and a joy to teach 
them - Mrs  Amos; All Mrs Avey’s Year 9 PE groups are an absolute 
pleasure to teach. 
As always, should you have any queries or concerns, please be in touch 
with the Year 9 pastoral team - Mrs Avey,Mrs Mennell or Mr O’Brien.
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This Week’s 
Sixth Form News

Messages from Mr MacFarlane, Head of Year 13 and Mr Charlton, Head of Year 12

Sixth Form Rewards

Year 12 Year 13

Tom Wilson Daisy Hardy

School Menu w/c 13 March

Year 13 A Level Mock Exams
Year 13 have been taking part in their mock exams this week and 
have conducted themselves tremendously.  Results will follow in 
lessons in due course, with feedback being delivered by teachers.  
The final few exams will take place now and then all of our attention 
turns to the summer.  Well done Year 13!

Reminder - BTEC External Assessment Results
Results will be issued on Thursday 23 March.  Each Year 13 student 
will receive a 1-2-1 on results day to discuss current position, likely 
end point and second sitting requirements.  Year 12 students will 
be spoken to in departments about the same information over the 
following week.

Year 12 Progress Evening
The Progress Evening took place yesterday and would like to thank 
all those who attended.  We hope that all of your questions and 
queries were answered, but if you are left with anything else then 
please do not hesitate to contact the Sixth Form team.

Year 12 Careers Fair
Year 12 Careers Fair took place 
on Tuesday with many students 
attending and talking to the 
various employers, businesses 
and guests that were present.  
Guests were really pleased with 
the questions they were asked, 
the interest of our students and 
their general professionalism in 
this opportunity.  Thank you for attending. 
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VACANCY
Archbishop Holgate’s School

Casual Exam Invigilators
£10.00 per hour – This is a casual position

and, due to the nature of the role, will provide
flexible working hours at the convenience of

both the school and invigilator. 
Further details available on request

For more information visit:
www.archbishopholgates.academy/staff/vacancies

Pathfinder MAT is an equal opportunities employer, committed 
to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children.  

Enhanced DBS check will be required.
As part of our due diligence process, an online search will be 

carried out on all shortlisted candidates. 
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MFL Stars of the Week
Students were nominated by Language staff to receive an 

Effort merit, a postcard home and appear on the ‘Stars Wall’ 
for all their hard work:

           KS3 French - Frances Lilley, 7Cy
           KS3 German - Vidya Bhattacharya, 8SBl
           KS3 Spanish - Alfred Griffiths, 8LAy
           KS4 French - Maddison Lees, 10ABt
           KS4 German - Lukas Ford, 11Ps
           KS4 Spanish - Charlie Thompson, 11 Kx

Parent Governor Vacancy
There is a vacancy on our Local Governing 
Committee (LGC) for a Parent Governor.  Governors 
use their skills to support the development of 
the school and have a role in strategic leadership 
and accountability within schools.  Governors are 
not involved in the operational running of the 
school.  The daily management of the school is 
the responsibility of the Headteacher and Senior 
Leadership Team.

Who can apply?  

You are eligible to be nominated as a Parent Governor if you are 
a Parent or Carer or have custody of a child registered at AHS.   We 
welcome applications from all those eligible, regardless of race, sex, 
disability, age, religion, or sexual orientation.

What is required of a Governor?  

Applicants should have a strong belief in continually improving the 
quality of education for children at our school, a commitment to the 
AHS Values and have the time to fulfil the role.  As a minimum you can 
expect to attend two Governor meetings per half term plus training 
course and other visits to school as needed. 

Parent Governors serve for four years, unless they resign during their 
term of office.  They can continue in office after their children have left 
the school in order to complete their term.

Do Parent Governors have special responsibilities?  

No, Parent Governors do not have extra duties.  Parent Governors 
bring a parental perspective and experience to the Governor team.  
All Governors work as a team, with shared responsibilities.  Governors 
use their skills and experience to serve the school.

I’m Interested, what do I do next?  

Once you have decided you wish to stand for election it is necessary 
to get two parents at the school to propose and second your 
nomination.  If you are not able to stand for election yourself, you 
may know of someone who is so you could offer to nominate them.  
Nomination forms are available from AHS Main Reception or by email 
to jsissons@ahs.pmat.academy.  These should be returned to school 
by 10.30am on Monday 13 March, in a sealed envelope marked 
‘Confidential - PG Nomination’.

What happens next?  

If there is only one nomination then that person will be declared 
appointed.  If we receive more than one nomination then all the 
proposed candidates will be contacted and there will be an election.   
In the event that no nominations are received the LGC will be 
responsible for filling any vacancies by inviting a parent of a child at 
the school to become a Parent Governor.

Election Process  

If there is an election this is a secret ballot in which all parents and 
carers will have the opportunity to vote.  Details about the candidates 
and how this happens will be sent to you once nominations have 
been received.

Train to teach
AHS is the host school for our Teaching School Hub which is responsible 
for training and developing teachers across a network of 153 schools 
covering Ryedale, Scarborough and York.  Part of this involves working 
with all of the Universities and teacher training providers in the region 
to recruit and train new teachers.  On Saturday 13 May there will be a 
"Get into Teaching" event held at the central York Library, 10am-1pm.  
Please spread the word.  We would love to talk to you or anyone who 
you think may be interested in finding out how to kick-start their career 
as a teacher.  It's the best job in the world!
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Physical Education Department
“Equipping students with the knowledge, skills and motivation to live active, healthy lives.”
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  MONDAY
      LUNCHTIME (12.15-12.50pm)
      -   Y8 Basketball (Gym)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.00pm)
      -   Y7/8/9 Girls’ Football (Back Field)
      -   Y7/8/9 Badminton (Sports Hall)
      -   Y10/11 Basketball (Gym)

  TUESDAY
    LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.50pm)
      -   Y9 Basketball (Gym)
      -   Y11 GCSE PE Badminton (Sports Hall)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.00pm)
      -   All years Netball (Tennis Courts)
      -   Y10 Fitness (Fitness Suite)
      -   All years Boys’ Rugby (Back Field)
      -   Y13 BTEC Sport P6 (IT5)
      -   All years Boxing Academy (Studio)

  WEDNESDAY
      LUNCHTIME (12.15-12.50pm)
      -   Y8/10/SF Detentions (PE1)
 AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.00pm)
      -   Girls’ Leadership (PE1)
      -   Y11 GCSE PE Badminton (Sports Hall)

  THURSDAY
      LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.50pm)
      -   Y7/9/11 Detentions (PE1)
      -   Y11 GCSE PE Netball (Sports Hall)
      AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.00pm)
      -   Y8/9 Fitness (Fitness Suite)
      -   Y10 Basketball (Gym)
      -   All years Girls’ Rugby (Back Field)

  FRIDAY
       LUNCHTIME (1.15-1.50pm)
      -   Y7 Girls’ Football (Sports Hall)
             AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.00)
      -   All years Cricket (Sports Hall)
AFTER SCHOOL (3.15-4.15)
      -   Y7 Rookie Lifeguard - invite only 
                                                           (Swimming Pool)

Netball
Year 8 played their yearly tournament 
against other schools in York this weekend.  
Unfortunately, we did not make the semi-
final play offs, but everyone played with 
resilience, compassion for each other and 
put in 100% effort.  Well done to all who 
played.  A great morning of netball! 

The Year 7 netballers were on flying 
form last night playing a round robin 
tournament against JoRo and Manor.  
The ladies stormed to a victory over JoRo 
beating them 5-1 and were narrowly 
beaten in the last 30 seconds of the game 
against Manor, 5-4.  Well done to all that 
took part.  Star players go to Aurelia Smy 
and Emma Kemp.

Football
The Year 9 boys made the long journey 
to Ermysted Grammar School (EGS) for 
the latest round in the county cup.  After 
soaking up a lot of pressure in the first 10 
minutes, which included an outstanding 
save from N Smith, AHS took control with 
some great wide play from J Turbine and 
E Shakeshaft who found C Miller to open 
up the scoring.  EGS pulled one back just 
before half time to make it 1-1.  In the 
second half AHS took full control with the 
hosts not being able to get past our back 
four who put in a stellar performance 
(H Toye, S Skelton, L Long, Z  Staines).  A 
second goal for C Miller saw AHS take the 
lead for the second time, which opened 
the floodgates for J Binns to score his 
hattrick with some great feet and illusive 
running.  The introduction of C Barnard, 
T Parker and M Almasari cemented AHS 
grip on the game and after great pressure 
from G Sherwood in midfield the ball fell to 
T Cain who slotted home AHS sixth goal 
of the afternoon and rounded off a great 
team performance.  EGS 1-6 AHS.

Y11 GCSE PE
Moderation day has been confirmed for 
Thursday 27 April and, as such, we have 
increased the number of practical sport 
sessions.  We have organised competitions 
for Athletics (Thursday 23 March, 1.30-
4.00pm), Girls’ Football (Thursday 9 March,  
3.30-5.30pm) and a Swimming Gala 
(Friday 10 March, 1.30-3.30pm).  We have 
also arranged additional practice sessions: 
Badminton on Tuesday lunchtime and 
Wednesday after school.  Netball is also 
on Tuesday after school and Thursday 
lunchtime.  Attending these sessions 
will give you the very best chance of 
improving your practical grade.  Final 
deadline for any additional practical 
footage is Monday 13 March.  Please note 
that footage must be of good quality and 
demonstrate the performers ability.
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School PE Kit
If any student has borrowed school PE kit, 
please can it be returned to a member of 
the PE department.  School PE kit is usually 
labelled “AHS”.  If you have any unwanted 
school PE kit, we would be extremely 
grateful for any donations.

Google Classroom
On Google Classroom 
students can access general PE 
information, their Programme 
of Study, the Extra-Curricular Programme, 
Community Links and a curriculum map 
outlining what students study each year.

Extra-curricular PE
Please see our new extra-curricular 
programme for this half term.  Remember 
that our clubs are a relaxed environment 
with a focus on participation and 
enjoyment, students don’t have to be 
selected in teams.  Fixtures are also back 
on, so if students would like to be a part of a 
team, they will need to attend training to be 
eligible for selection. 

Illness & Injury in PE Lessons
In PE we endeavour to provide every student 
with an enjoyable experience by which they 
progress and achieve their full potential.  
In doing so our school policy for illness 
and injury is stated below and in line with 
Ofsted guidance.  This policy ensures that no 
student is missing out on vital information 
and is progressing through the lessons and 
scheme of work with their peers.  They may 
not be able to take part fully, but they will still 
have a valued role within the lesson. 
In the unlikely event that a student is unable 
to take part fully in PE lessons due to injury 
or illness then a signed parental note needs 
to be presented to their teacher at the start 
of the lesson.  Please state the nature of 
their injury in your note so that the member 
of staff teaching your child can use their 
discretion as to how much the student can 
continue to be involved.
Despite being unable to take part fully, 
they may take on an officiating or coaching 
role or still be able to take part in moderate 
exercise.  For example, if a student has 
hurt their hand and the planned lesson is 
football, the student can still take part at 
a moderate level.  If the student is unwell, 
again the member of staff would use their 
discretion to decide how appropriate the 
lesson plan is for the student and decide on 
an appropriate role for the student. 
On receiving the note, we expect that all 
students whatever the injury or illness still 
get changed for PE (If they are excused 
from swimming, they need to bring shorts 
and t-shirt).  This is to ensure that they can, 
whatever the weather or activity, continue 
to participate in the role they are given.  If 
a student arrives without sufficient kit they 
will receive an ‘E’ code as stated in the school 
policy.  If they forget all their kit they will 
receive a detention and, in both instances, 
they will be expected to wear the school’s 
spare kit.
This policy ensures that all students are 
involved in the learning process and that 
the student will be appropriately dressed 
for being outside in all weather, with their 
teacher (there is no alternative supervision 
for the students so they must remain with 
their allocated teacher at all times).  Please 
be advised that girls will not be excused 
from PE (except for swimming lessons) 
suffering from period pains.  Medical 
evidence suggests that exercise eases these 
symptoms. 
Thank you for your continued support
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Boxing Academy
We have a new Boxing Club for all year groups 
on Tuesdays after school in the Studio from 3.15-
4.15pm each week until the end of the term.  
Students will need their AHS Indoor PE kit and a 
drink.  The club is free of charge and is subsidised 
by the school.
The club is run by Paul Cashmore, a former AHS 
student and Met Police Officer, who now works 
on Channel 4s “The Hunted” as a Hunter.  Paul set 
up a boxing academy in London alongside his TV 
work and has brought his academy to York.
The boxing club’s aim is to inspire and promote 
health and fitness, increase confidence inclusive 
of all genders and abilities in a disciplined yet fun 
and safe environment.  It is non-contact, if talent is 
identified they may be referred to a local boxing 
clubs.


