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Dear Parents and Carers,
As we approach the festive season, I’m delighted to 
share some wonderful moments from our school 
community over the last few weeks.
Last week, our musical concert was a tremendous 
success, providing a fantastic platform for our 
talented singers and musicians to showcase their 
incredible abilities.  This is the first of 3 concerts that 

are planned for this year, so I look forward to seeing them in action 
in the Spring Term. 
This week, we were privileged to welcome York City Knights back 
to Archbishop Holgate’s.  They spoke to our Year 7 students about 
the importance of joining in, focusing on the ‘J’ in their journey and 
the fundamental value of kindness.  These external perspectives are 
invaluable in supporting our students’ personal development.
On Thursday, I was fortunate to attend the Christmas Advent Service 
in our Chapel, which was beautifully led by students from across 
many different year groups.  It was a heartfelt and meaningful 
experience, offering a precious moment to reflect and give thanks. 
The service was a powerful reminder of our school’s strong sense of 
community and spiritual connection.
I want to commend our Year 11 students on their conduct during the 
mock examinations.  The atmosphere has been incredibly positive, 
with students demonstrating remarkable dedication and hard 
work.  The smiling faces and positive feedback are a testament to 
their preparation and commitment.  I encourage them to maintain 
this momentum as we move into next week and beyond.
As we continue through this festive term, I’m continually impressed 
by the energy, creativity, and resilience of our students and staff.

Best wishes for the week ahead
Lucie Pond, Headteacher
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PLEASE SHARE:  If you would like to share students’  
achievements and events in the community, 

please email jsissons@ahs.pmat.academy.  It’s always 
nice to celebrate our school community.

Social Media  
Please follow us on Twitter @AHSYork or 
Facebook to keep up to date with the latest news and events!

We welcome all feedback and thank all parents for 
their valuable contributions. If you have a query 
or simply an observation about the school please 
complete the form online.

AHS Feedback 

Minster Service
We would welcome donations of mince pies from families for us to 
share with families at our Minster Service on Thursday 11 December. 
If you would like to donate, please send any boxes to main reception.   
Thank you
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This Week’s 
School News

Upcoming Events

Wed 10 Dec
Thu 11 Dec

Fri 19 Dec
Mon 5 Jan
Tue 6 Jan

Y13 Parents’ Evening
Christmas Lunch
Minster Carol Service
Students break up for Christmas, 12.30pm
Staff Training Day (school closed to 
students)
Students return

Art - Work of the Week
The Year 10 students have been working on these beautiful Van 
Gogh inspired landscapes using mark making techniques.  Well 
done to Rowan Sharp, Sunny Mayor and Navya Kiribamuna.

AHS Staff and Community Choir
Come and sing with us at our Christmas Carol Service 
at York Minster on Thursday 11 December, 7.30pm.  All 
resources available, from full music or lyric sheets to 
recordings to practice at home.  No previous experience 
is necessary – just come along!  Rehearsals will take place with Mr 
Starkie and Mrs Morrison in L37 (upstairs in Sixth Form building) on 
the following dates:

Monday 8 December - 3.30-4.15pm
Monday 8 December - 5.00-6.00pm

Please complete the google form to confirm which rehearsals you 
can attend:  https://forms.gle/oetFMW9BzFCmiKro7
Any questions, please contact Mrs Morrison: cmorrison@ahs.pmat.
academy
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Christmas/Festive Jumper Day 
Fundraiser for Save the Children
On Thursday 11 December all members of our school community 
are invited to wear their Christmas/Festive jumpers to school instead 
of their AHS jumper; suggested donation is £1.  Please do not go out 
and buy a Christmas/Festive jumper for the occasion, but re-wear 
the one you had last year.  Money raised will go to Save the Children.  
Students who choose not to join in with the Christmas/Festive 
celebrations appropriately and wear a non-Christmas/Festive 
jumper will be asked to change. 

MFL Stars of the Week
Students were nominated by Language staff to receive an 
Effort merit, a postcard home and appear on the ‘Stars Wall’ 
for all their hard work:

           KS3 French - Izzy Godbold, 7Cr
           KS3 German - Charlie Elliott, 7ECe
                                            Isaac Sturmey, 9MLn
           KS3 Spanish - Chloe McKie, 8CSt
           KS4 French - Rowan Sharp, 10Be
           KS4 German - Maisie Smart, 10CDe
           KS4 Spanish - Sofia Boudjema, 10Hv
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Inter Faith Week: National Poetry Competition
The RE department recently asked Year 8 and 
9 students to write a poem on the theme of 
‘Community and Service’ to coincide with National 
Inter Faith Week. 
Amidst strong entries, student RE Ambassadors and 
staff felt that a poem titled 'Community:Together 
we Serve' by Victoria Matysiak really captured how individuals flourish 
and community grows through compassion and service.  This poem 
will now be entered into the 2025 National Inter Faith KS3 Poetry 
Competition.  Well done Victoria!

Community: Together we Serve
What does helping look like?
It is hands open not closed.

Lifting another’s burden as if it were our own.
Voices rising in harmony,

 a song of shared purpose,
where no note stands alone.

Without kindness, 
what would we be?

A crowd without connection,
walls without windows.

But when we serve,
the air itself softens,

a smile becomes hope.
We gather like threads in tapestry,

each colour is bright because of the next.
We build bridges from small gestures,
a greeting, a gift, a glance that says

you matter here.
Together we mend what’s torn.

What is new, grows
becoming something larger

than any one of us could dream.
By serving, we find answers

and each other.
             By Victoria Matysiak, Year 8

Other highly commended shortlisted poems included the following:

'Community we Serve' by Robyn McCrae (Year 8)

The Weavers Gentle Thread
A tapestry of hands, a vibrant hue,
Each thread a story, strong and true.
We pull together, near and through,

A community, forever new.
A land without a kindly grace, would 
be a lonely barren space, where
shadows chase and leave no trace
of warmth upon a weary face.

But kindness blooms, a sunlit art,
A shared smile can mend a heart.
We build bridges, set apart,
And play our loving, vital part.

With open hands, a start we make,
for goodness, for community’s sake.
No soul adrift, no heart to break,
a bond that none can ever shake.
For in service, we are one, beneath
 the same bright, hopeful sun. Our
 unity has just begun, a tapestry, 

beautifully spun.
                 By Christiana Iasonides (Year 9)

Broken

By myself I am broken,
A shard of glass

An incomplete puzzle,
No beautiful picture to see here.

Rewind the time,
Unshatter the world,

Let us see our reflection,
Laugh at ourselves.

We must stand up,
Hand in hand,

And give this tragic story a happy ending.
There’s only so many pages left,

Before they lose interest.
We must do right in this world,

We must teach our children as our heroes taught us.
Think less of ‘me’,

More of ‘us’

                By Elizabeth Vann (Year 8)

Low Mood Webinar
Webinar on Thursday 11 December, 
4.00-5.00pm, for parents or young 
people needing support and advice.  
The webinar will focus on:
-  Understanding what we mean by low mood
-  Understand some things you can do to help with low mood
-  Discuss tips for staying well during winter and how to practice self-
care.
Amy Flint, Wellbeing in Mind Team (tewv.wimtyork@nhs.net)



 @AHSYork   Tel: 01904 411341   www.archbishopholgates.org

Food for Thought
As we journey towards Christmas this Advent season, we join the 
rest of the Church of England in using materials produced by the 
Archbishop of York’s Youth Trust entitled “The Joy of Christmas”.  
We’ll be exploring different ways of encountering Joy in the stories 
of Mary, the shepherds and wise men.
“It is the beautiful task of Advent to awaken 
in all of us memories of goodness and thus 
to open doors of hope.”
Pope Benedict XVI

Careers Corner

Year 10 & Year 12 Work Experience
While students continue their search for a suitable work 
experience placement, NYBEP have also been actively 
contacting employers on their behalf.  A list of placements 
that have been offered and are currently available has been 
uploaded to the Opportunities section of the portal 
We encourage students to check the portal regularly for new 
additions.

Food Club
Our Year 7 and 8 lunchtime food club have been taking part in festive 
Christmas inspired activities including decorating gingerbread 
shapes.  Students have really enjoyed getting creative with ice and 
decorations while developing their food preparation and finishing 
skills in a fun relaxed environment.
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This Week’s 
Sixth Form News

Message from Mrs De Lashley, Assistant Head: Director of Sixth Form

Book Recommendation
A reminder that each week we share a 
recommendation from the post-16 reading 
list that we hope our students will engage 
with. This reading list is one of many that 
can be found online but one that we think 
is broad, challenging and accessible. A copy 
of all of the listed books can be found in the 
Resource Centre.

Parliament Week - Visit by Rachael Maskell, MP
Racheal Maskell’s visit to AHS brought a close to the Parliament Week celebrations that had taken place all week long here at Archbishop 
Holgate’s.  Rachael first met with Politics and Health and Social Care students to tell them about her role within the NHS and as an MP.  
During this she took questions on the budget, the environment and workers rights which have been all over the news this week.  She 
was then asked to give her words of wisdom to Sixth Formers who had been voted onto the newly elected inaugural AHS School 
Parliament.  All year groups, from 7-13, had been tasked with campaigning for a place on the school parliament during the week and 
had to win the votes of their form to get to become a representative.  School Parliament will meet to discuss the issues that matter 
to our students and allow them to share the concerns and wishes of their form group as a collective body, across the academic year.  
Rachael told students that they need to ensure they listen carefully to each other and work collaboratively and compassionately in the 
work that they do if they want it to be a success.  Other activities to take place this week in celebration of Parliament Week have been 
a ‘restoring the Elizabeth Tower competition’, ‘Big Ben Bingo’ and film club which showed the documentary ‘I am Greta’ about Greta 
Thunberg’s campaigns on climate change.  The week has asked students important questions about the British Value of Democracy 
and our school value of Justice and they have debated excellently the importance of both.  KS3 and KS4 members of school parliament 
will get to meet Luke Charters MP next Friday when he visits our school so please make sure to have your questions ready for him!

Sixth Form Application Form
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No Logo by Naomi Klein
In a Western world dominated by huge 
corporations, brands, influence and money, 
Canadian journalist Naomi Klein shows us 
ways to see through the hype, find the truth 
and fight the negative effects of consumerism.  
With real-life examples and a highly readable 
style, this book is recommended to students 
interested in advertising, marketing and 
business.

Year 13 Mock Results
These will be issued on the morning of Monday 8 December 
during Period 1.  Parents’ Evening follows on Wednesday 10 
December.  Appointments have been available to book on 
SchoolCloud until Tuesday 7 December at midnight.
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The term is flying by and we’re looking forward to building up to 
the Xmas holidays.  This week Year 7 students have enjoyed having 
a visit from York Knights who spoke about being kind to others, 
Year 9 have had their options assembly and Year 11 have done 
exceptionally well in completing their first week of mock exams.  

On the build up to Christmas we can look forward to:
•	 8-12 December - NHS Wellbeing Team leading Act of 

Collective Worship on ‘Being Kind at Christmas’
•	 11 December - Christmas Dinner and our fabulous Carol 

Service at York Minster
•	 15-18 December - Christmas Celebrations Act of Collective 

Worship
•	 17 December - Form Celebrations and watching of The 

Masked Singer
•	 18 December - The Masked Singer Live Final!

Food Bank - Items for Xmas
A reminder that food bank donations can be made 
5 days a week during school opening hours.  We 
would really appreciate any items that students 
could donate in the run up to Xmas.
Let’s help our local community!

The Masked Singer
The live final of The Masked Singer will take place on Thursday 18 
December, 4.30-6.00pm.
Tickets are NOW ON SALE on Parent Pay and cost £5.  No physical 
ticket will be given but students will be 
registered at the event. 
All money raised will be split between two 
charities ‘The Unity Fund’ and  ‘Uganda 2027!’ 

Head of Year Award Winners
Each week we are thrilled to celebrate students outstanding 
achievements.  This week we are celebrating the following HoY 
winners:

Pupil Voice
This week our pupil voice remains targeted at both 
Year 7 and 10 and is aimed at collecting feedback 
on The Big Talk.  Please remember that we take 
the feedback given very seriously and use it to 
influence future decisions and strategies within 
school.  Students can complete the survey by 
logging onto their year group google classroom.
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Year 9 and 10 Headteacher’s Breakfast
We’ve really enjoyed spending time with Year 9 and 10 at the 
Headteacher’s Breakfast.  Students were awarded their Headteacher 
Accolade and were able to engage in conversations about up and 
coming options choices (Year 9) and work experience (Year 10).
It really is a treat to sit down with such amazing students who 
continue to model the school values day in and day out! 

Next week we look forward to welcoming Year 12 and Year 13

AHS Personal Development Hub
 and Merit Mart 
At the Personal Development 
Hub, students are able to collect 
information about everyday life, 
extracurricular activities, trips and 
visits and careers.  There will also 
be a number of opportunities 
for students to take part in ‘Pupil 
Voice’ to give feedback on a number of ‘hot topics’ based on the 
school community.
The Merit Mart is our students' happy place, where they can 
enquire about their merits and spend them on various items in 
the shop.  Items include:

Stationary	 Key Rings	 Board Games
Books	 Water Bottles	 Vouchers
The opportunity to enter termly raffles

Students will be able to access the Personal Development Hub 
in line with the Merit Mart opening times, Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Friday, 1.30-2.00pm.
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A reminder of rewards and recognition available throughout the year 
within the table below:
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School Menu - Monday 8 December
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OUR SCHOOLS ARE 
RECRUITING 

Support Staff Vacancies 

For details and to apply, visit our 

website or scan the QR code  

Pathfinder Multi Academy Trust is an equal opportunities employer, committed to 

safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children. Enhanced DBS check required. 

Job MSA 

School Hempland Primary School 

Details Grade 2 Level 1-4 (24,309—24,399 pro Rata) 
6.25 Hours a week—11.45—13.00 
Permanent 
Term Time Only 

Required from: 5th January 2026 or sooner if 
available 

Closes Monday 15th December at Midday 

Job Teaching Assistant  

School Hempland Primary School 

Details Grade 4 Level 1-4 (£25,114 to £26,319 per 
annum) reduced pro-rata. 
Fixed Term Contract from 5th January 2026 
Part Time: 31.25 Hours per week Monday—
Friday (To include a 30 Minute lunch time 
duty per day) Term Time Only.  

Closes Monday 8th December at Midday 

Job After School Club Assistant 

School Rufforth Primary School 

Details Grade 3 Level 1: £24,483 per annum 
(reduced pro rata) 
Monday—Friday 3pm– 6.00pm. 
Term time only.  

Closes Friday 19th December at 08.00am 

Job Finance Officer 

School Archbishop Holgate’s School—York 

Details Permanent 
Full Year (flexibility around hours/days for 
the right candidate) 
Hours of work: 14.8 hours per week 
Grade 9 Levels 1-4 (£38,212-£42,849 Pro 
Rata)  

Closes N/A 

https://pathfinder.academy/careers/vacancies/


                

OUR SCHOOLS ARE 
RECRUITING 

Support Staff Vacancies 

For details and to apply, visit our 

website or scan the QR code  

Pathfinder Multi Academy Trust is an equal opportunities employer, committed to 

safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children. Enhanced DBS check required. 

Job MSA 

School Rufforth Primary School 

Details Grade 2 Level 1 – 4 (24,309 pro rata) 
Fixed Term contract.  
2 days a week, days to be discussed 
12.00-1.00pm term time only 

Required week commencing 3rd November 
2025. 

Closes N/A 

Job Cleaning Assistant 

School Archbishop Holgate’s School 

Details Currently £12.60 per hour 
Full Year or Term Time 
20 hours per week, Monday-Friday, 3.30-
7.30pm 
Salary paid monthly over 12 equal payments 

Required as soon as possible 

Closes N/A 

Job Exam Invigilator 

School Malton School 

Details £12.45 per hour. Casual Contract.  

Closes N/A 

Job Teaching Assistant L3—Minster Provision 

School Applefields School (Based at Clifton Explore) 

Details Grade 6—Level 1 to 4 (£28,394—£30,975) 
Salary will be pro-rata to hours 
2 x positions available 
Full time—31.83 hours—Term time only 
Part time— 12.34 hours—Term time only 

Required as soon as possible 

Closes Thursday 11th December at Midday 

https://pathfinder.academy/careers/vacancies/
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