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Dear Parents and Carers,

It has been another busy week at Archbishop 
Holgate’s as we support our students through critical 
academic periods.  Year 13 and Year 11 students are 
diligently preparing for their final mock exams before 
the spring term’s official exams begin.  We recognise 
the hard work they are putting into reviewing and 

revising their learning, both within our school walls and at home.

I am delighted to share some highlights from our recent school 
activities.  This week, our second Senior Leader Parental Drop In 
Clinic was a tremendous success, with almost 50 parents receiving 
appointments.  This initiative underscores our commitment to 
home-school engagement and communication.  We are thrilled 
that this new approach is proving so popular, and I encourage you 
to check the dates for upcoming clinics in this newsletter to mark in 
your diary.

On Wednesday, we were fortunate to welcome Paul from ‘Paul Talks’, 
who delivered a powerful presentation to our students about ‘One 
Punch’.  Speaking from personal experience as a victim, Paul shared 
an honest account of the struggles both he and his perpetrator 
have faced following his assault.  This was a critical message for our 
students, aimed at de-glamorising violence that can sometimes be 
portrayed positively on social media platforms.

Our Year 9 Pathway Evening was another highlight, with an 
impressive 88% of families attending.  The main hall was bustling 
with energy and subject stalls were also incredibly busy, with staff 
enthusiastically discussing the Key Stage 4 curriculum journey.  This 
event is a crucial part of helping students and parents navigate the 
important milestone of selecting KS4 options.  The overwhelming 
attendance suggests these discussions will continue productively 
at home.

We are proud of our continued efforts to support, educate, and 
inspire our students through these meaningful experiences and 
opportunities.

Best wishes for the week ahead

Lucie Pond, Headteacher
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Headteacher’s Introduction

Upcoming Events

Wed 4 Feb
Wed 11 Feb
16-20 Feb

Mon 23 Feb
Wed 11 Mar
Wed 22 Apr
Wed 13 May
Wed 10 Jun

Y9 Progress Evening
Parent Advisory Group, 5-6pm
Half Term
Students return
Senior Leader Parent Clinic, 4-5pm
Parent Advisory Group, 5-6pm
Senior Leader Parent Clinic, 4-5pm
Parent Advisory Group, 5-6pm

Food for Thought
This week our form tutor collective worship 
is entitled ‘The Power of Appreciation’ and 
has been written by three of our own 
students; Isabella Peal, Elsa Ferrari and 
Wallis Wrathmell.  It looks at appreciation in 
general and the story of Jesus healing the 
ten lepers.  We think about how we might cultivate an attitude of 
appreciation.  Our daily quotes look at how we might be appreciative.
“When we give cheerfully and accept gratefully, everyone is blessed”.
Maya Angelou

Social Media  
Follow our Facebook page to keep up to date with the latest news 
and events!

We welcome all feedback and thank all parents for 
their valuable contributions. If you have a query 
or simply an observation about the school please 
complete the form online.

AHS Feedback 

Fantastic New Display 
The RE Ambassadors have been hard at work creating a new RE 
display showing the three main disciplinary lenses that are used to 
approach different topics.  Well done to all students involved.



Tel: 01904 411341    www.archbishopholgates.academy

This Week’s 
School News

MFL Stars of the Week
Students were nominated by Language staff to receive an 
Effort merit, a postcard home and appear on the ‘Stars Wall’ 
for all their hard work:

           KS3 French - Summer Stephenson, 8Ay
           KS3 German - Bella Crump, 7By
           KS3 Spanish - Amy Lakos, 9WHy
           KS4 French - Imogen Hall, 10Lp
           KS4 German - Erin Holton, 10CDe
           KS4 Spanish - George Payne, 10BDu

AHS Remembers: Holocaust Memorial Day
Over the last fortnight, Miss Brown and Mrs Paver have been 
delivering reflection on the topic of Holocaust Memorial Day.  This 
takes place every 27th January, as this is the anniversary of the 
liberation of Auschwitz in 1945.  
This year, the theme to discuss was ‘Bridging Generations’, as it is 
a worry that the further removed we are from the Holocaust, the 
more likely we are to forget the voices and stories of those who 
truly suffered and experienced these horrors.  We reflected on the 
story of Eva Clarke, a ferocious advocate of Holocaust education.  
After being born on the gates of 
Mauthausen Camp in Austria 
and only weighing a tiny 1.3kg, 
Eva survived these early days 
of horror and has gone on to 
educate children on the stories 
of her parents and the need to 
continue to learn.
We continue to ask that all students engage with their Holocaust 
education, and to learn the name of one new victim every year.  
This keeps their memory alive and shows respect and honour, 
which is so central to us at AHS.
12/AL (an Applied Law Class) reflected that - “I feel educated, 
enriched and was shocked.  Her story was inspiring – and a tale of 
adversity which resonated heavily within our current climate.”

It’s Italian week in Food Tech!
Last week, Year 9 Nurture and Year 10 Hospitality and Catering 
groups were busy in the kitchen making calzone, with some 
fantastic results.  Students showed great teamwork and developing 
practical skills, producing well-filled, golden calzones they could 
be proud of. This week, they’re building on that success by moving 
on to homemade pasta and fresh tomato sauce, continuing to 
develop confidence, creativity and core cooking techniques.

Celebrating Student Achievement
Congratulations to Phoebe Ellis, Year 7, who is 
playing the part of 'Duffy', one of the orphans 
in 'Annie' at York Theatre Royal with York 
Light Opera Company.  She has been busy 
rehearsing since starting at AHS in September 
and is looking forward to performing on stage.

Art - Work of the Week
Year 7 and 8 students have drawn some beautiful shells as one of 
their homework tasks!  Well done to James Darling, Poppy Richards, 
Mabel Rycraft, Elowen-Fae Ryan and Ellie Jarratt.

Year 8 Team
We are pleased to announce that Miss Powell has rejoined the 
school, working closely with the Year 8 team.  Mr Lynch will continue 
over the next few weeks in his role as Head of Year (HoY), but as of 
Monday 23 February, Miss Powell will become the HoY 8 with Miss 
Calvert remaining as Assistant Head of Year.
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This Week’s 
Sixth Form News

Message from Mrs De Lashley, Assistant Head: Director of Sixth Form

Book Recommendation
A reminder that each week we share a 
recommendation from the post-16 reading 
list that we hope our students will engage 
with. This reading list is one of many that 
can be found online but one that we think 
is broad, challenging and accessible. A copy 
of all of the listed books can be found in the 
Resource Centre.

School Menu - Monday 2 February

Year 13 Enrichment Day: Monday 9 March
We are creeping towards the end of our time together and taking another opportunity 
to prepare Year 13 for the pending independence.  Monday 9 March will be a full day 
off timetable focused on living independently, remaining safe and informed.  See 
topics below.  We would appreciate your support with attendance, this was a highly 
popular and well received day last year.

•	 Staying safe at university: Living with strangers and being vulnerable away from 
home
•	 Staying safe as an inexperienced driver or a passenger of an inexperienced 
driver
•	 Financial awareness
•	 Domestic and sexual violence

The Periodic Table by Primo Levi
Primo Levi brings a scientist’s precise 
thinking to this collection of 21 short stories 
about life and the human condition – 
drawn from his experiences in childhood, 
in Mussolini’s fascist Italy, and as a survivor 
of Auschwitz.  Each story is named after a 
chemical element, comparing its properties 
to situations, characters and places that 
he experienced.  Unconventional, yet 
revealing, this is an unforgettable read.
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It’s been a great week this week with lots going on.  Not only have 
we celebrated the Headteacher’s Award with both our Year 9 and 
10 students, but on Wednesday, we welcomed Paul Spence into 
school, as well as held our Year 9 Options Evening. 

Police in School
We’re thrilled to announce that we are working closely with our 
local policing team to build up the relationship between our public 
services and students.  The police will be joining us in the Merit Mart 
on the days listed below, 1.10-2.10pm.  Students are encouraged 
to come and engage in conversations with the local team and ask 
them about the role they play within the local community.

Thursday 5 February		  Thursday 5 March
Tuesday 24 March		  Friday 10 April
Monday 20 April		  Thursday 7 May
Tuesday 26 May		  Friday 12 June
Friday 17 July

One Punch Ruins Lives
We were privileged to have 
Paul Spence (Paul Talks) with 
us in school on Wednesday.  
Paul delivered sessions on 
'One Punch Ruins Lives'.  
Paul, a victim of one punch, 
delivered 8 sessions to 
nearly 2000 students.  His powerful 
message about the devastating consequences of violence 
really resonated with our students.  Paul's talk encourages young 
people to STOP, THINK and WALK AWAY, reminding them that one 
moment of madness can change lives forever.  To learn more about 
Paul's inspiring work and his charity P.A.U.L For Brain Recovery, visit 
www.paultalks.co.uk

Headteacher’s Breakfast
Congratulations to all our Headteacher Award 
winners for this half term.  Below are Year 11 winners 
who will be joining  us on Friday 6 February.
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PLEASE SHARE:  If you would like to share students’  
achievements and events in the community, 

please email jsissons@ahs.pmat.academy.  It’s always 
nice to celebrate our school community.

AHS Personal Development Hub
and Merit Mart 
At the Personal Development Hub, 
students are able to collect information 
about everyday life, extracurricular 
activities, trips and visits and careers.  
There will also be a number of 
opportunities for students to take 
part in ‘Pupil Voice’ to give feedback 
on a number of ‘hot topics’ based on 
the school community.
The Merit Mart is our students' happy place, where they can enquire 
about their merits and spend them on various items in the shop.  
Items include:

Stationary	 Key Rings	 Board Games
Books	 Water Bottles	 Vouchers
The opportunity to enter termly raffles

Students will be able to access the Personal Development Hub in 
line with the Merit Mart opening times, Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Friday, 1.30-2.00pm.

Head of Year Award Winners
Each week we are thrilled to celebrate students for outstanding 
achievements.  Congratulations to this week’s HoY Award Winners:

A reminder of rewards and recognition available throughout the year 
within the table below:
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Physical Education Department
“Equipping students with the knowledge, skills and motivation to live active, healthy lives.”

Climbing
Oscar East, Y10, trains at City Bloc in Leeds, 
with the Precision Climbing team.  Sam 
Blackwell is his coach and also a GB coach.  
The team is preparing for the British 
Lead Climbing competition at the end of 
February in Manchester - this is to compete 
for GB Team selection.  Oscar is going with 
the squad training to Innsbruck, in Austria, 
which is a world class training facility, to 
prepare for the competition.  They will 
have 4 days of intensive training.  This 
is an incredible opportunity for Oscar.  
Climbing is enriching his life and bringing 
him many more skills and experiences 
than just the physical activity.  What a 
fantastic opportunity Oscar.  We’re looking 
forward to hearing all about it.

PE KIT Reminders
Please can we remind students that 
everyone needs to have a school hoodie 
or reversible for their outdoor PE lessons.  
As the weather is cold, students need to 
be dressed appropriately for their lessons 
as we will be outside in all weather.   
Students will also need to ensure that 
they have shin pads, navy blue football 
socks and boots for their football and 
rugby lessons due to health and safety.  All 
PE kit is available from Keal Teamwear on 
Walmgate or through the second-hand 
school UNIFORMD shop.  Please see the 
school website for more details.

Boot Donation Scheme
We’ve re-joined the mission to help rehome 
at least one million pairs of football boots 
across the UK and stop them ending up in 
landfill.  If you’ve got football boots at home 
that are no longer being used and taking up 
room – then help us to get them back out on 
the pitch and save them from ending up in 
landfill!  The donation box is in reception, so 
give them a clean and pop them in the box.  
Thank you.

Inter House Event
Our next Inter House sporting events 
are taking place next week.  We have our 
annual swimming galas, which are very 
exciting and noisy events.  Students will 
choose their preferred races this week 
in their PE lessons and then our fantastic 
Sport House Captains will finalise the 
teams in our house meetings on Friday 
ahead of the galas.  Good luck to everyone!
Y7 Boys - Mon 2 Feb, am reg and P1
Y8 Girls - Mon 2 Feb, P4
Y7 Girls - Mon 2 Feb, P5
Y8 Boys - Fri 6 Feb, am reg and P1

Rugby (looking for players)
There are currently places available at 
New Earswick Rugby club for U15s and 
U16s.  If there is anybody that hasn’t been 
able to find a team or wants to try it out, 
let the PE team know.  It can be hard 
sometimes to find clubs that aren’t full and 
extra-curricular sports, being a member 
of a club is great for physical and mental 
health.  Plus, it’s the feeling of belonging to 
something bigger!  Let the PE staff know if 
you are interested.

Basketball
The Y8 & 9 basketball team played against 
a really strong All Saints team last week.  
They didn’t come away with a win, but 
showed real determination and resilience 
throughout the game. Great to have Alex 
Dunlop Gibson and Alvin Chan helping 
with the refereeing and coaching. 
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OUR SCHOOLS ARE 
RECRUITING 

Support Staff Vacancies 

For details and to apply, visit our 

website or scan the QR code  

Pathfinder Multi Academy Trust is an equal opportunities employer, committed to 

safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children. Enhanced DBS check required. 

Job Teaching Assistant Level 2 

School Poppleton Road Primary School 

Details TA2 Grade 4, level 1 –4 (£25,114 – £26,319 

per annum, reduced pro rata) 

11 hours 50 mins 

Monday and Tuesday 8.45am to 3.15pm 

Term time only  

Closes Monday 9th February at 08.00am 

Job Teacher 

School Huntington Primary Academy 

Details Teachers Mainscale M1 – M6 
Part time 2 days per week (Monday/
Tuesday) 
Fixed term  

Required for 23 February 2026 (Fixed Term 
ending 31 August 2026) 

Closes Friday 6th February at Midnight 

Job Teaching Assistant Level 2—Supply 

School Applefields School 

Details Part Time—Supply 

£13.43 - £14.03 GBP per hour plus holiday 

pay Grade 4 - Level 1 to 4  

Closes Friday 20th February 2026 at Midnight 

https://pathfinder.academy/careers/vacancies/


                

OUR SCHOOLS ARE 
RECRUITING 

Support Staff Vacancies 

For details and to apply, visit our 

website or scan the QR code  

Pathfinder Multi Academy Trust is an equal opportunities employer, committed to 

safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children. Enhanced DBS check required. 

Job MSA 

School Hempland Primary School 

Details Grade 2 Level 1-4 (24,309—24,399 pro Rata) 
6.25 Hours a week—11.45—13.00 
Permanent 
Term Time Only  

Closes N/A 

Job Teacher of Maths 

School Archbishop Holgate’s School 

Details Teachers Mainscale 
Full Time, Permanent 

Required from September 2026 

Closes Monday 23rd February 2026 at 08.00am  

Job Exam Invigilator 

School Malton School 

Details £12.45 per hour.  

Casual Contract.  

Closes N/A 

https://pathfinder.academy/careers/vacancies/
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