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Dear Parents and Carers,

Despite the weather, spirits have continued to 
be high at Archbishop Holgate’s as we end the 
penultimate week before the half term break. 

This week, the school was delighted to have a visit 
from Serge Vichar from Ukraine, and his wife Olena. 
Serge is a church leader and youth leader who also 

supports chaplaincy work with soldiers on the front line.  Whilst 
in Archbishop Holgate’s, he had the chance to accompany me in 
visiting a range of lessons and he spent some time meeting with 
the Sixth Form Christian Union.  He was very impressed with our 
students’ conduct and their engagement. 

We were also pleased to welcome staff from York Knights Rugby 
League Club.  In preparation for the 2026 Super League season, the 
trophy was on display for students to view, promoting the Knights 
in their inaugural top-flight campaign and inspiring the stars of the 
future.

It was a pleasure to welcome over 78% of families to our Year 
9 Progress Evening.  This gave the opportunity for informative 
conversations, particularly around Key Stage 4 pathway choices.  As 
a school, evenings such as this reflect our commitment to Care and 
Achievement, ensuring that every student is supported to flourish 
academically and personally.

Finally, we are pleased to announce that SIAMS inspectors will be 
visiting our school next week.  This is a wonderful opportunity for 
us to demonstrate how we actively live out our Christian vision and 
values in everything we do.

Best Wishes for the week ahead.

Lucie Pond, Headteacher
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Headteacher’s Introduction Food for Thought
This week our form tutor collective worship 
is entitled Random Acts of Kindness and 
has been written by 3 of our own students; 
Elfie, Elizabeth and Charlotte.  It looks at 
What Random Acts of Kindness are, how 
we might be inspired to do them and how 
kindness is a constant theme of Jesus’ teaching.  Our daily quotes 
look at how we might be kind to others.
“Let there be kindness in your face, in your eyes, in your smile, in the 
warmth of your greeting…Don’t only give your care, but give your 
heart as well.”   
Mother Teresa, Roman Catholic nun

Social Media  
Follow our Facebook page to keep up to date with the latest news 
and events!

We welcome all feedback and thank all parents for 
their valuable contributions. If you have a query 
or simply an observation about the school please 
complete the form online.

AHS Feedback 

Parent Governor Notification
We received one nomination for the Parent Governor vacancy.  We 
hereby declare that Mr Bush has been appointed to serve as a Parent 
Governor on the AHS Local Governing Committee, with a term of 
office to run from  January 2026.

Parent Advisory Group
Next week marks our second PAG meeting (Parent Advisory Group) 
and we would like to warmly invite all parents and carers who would 
like to participate to attend.  These meetings are aimed at giving 
you a ‘voice’ to discuss key aspects of school life, feedback at the last 
meeting was incredibly valuable.
Our next meeting is Wednesday 11 February, 5.00-6.00pm.  If you 
would like to attend please follow the link below to book a place.  We 
ask that all responses are submitted by 9.00am, Monday 9 February.

PARENT ADVISORY GROUP GOOGLE FORM
We will cover the following topics at the next meeting:
•	 Review aims and protocols for the PAG group
•	 Review actions from last meeting regarding ' How does the 

school let me know what my child is learning?’
•	 Enrichment opportunities
•	 Student rewards
If you would like to attend please complete the google form.  We 
look forward to meeting with you and further strengthen our links 
with families.

Lunchtime 
After half term, Year 7 lunch will start at 1.30pm, inline with the rest 
of the school.  Year 10 will have first lunch at 1.30pm  with Year 9 
moving to second sitting at 1.45pm. 
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This Week’s 
School News

Upcoming Events

Wed 11 Feb

16-20 Feb
Mon 23 Feb

Y9 Vaccinations
Parent Advisory Group, 5-6pm
Half Term
Students return

MFL Stars of the Week
Students were nominated by Language staff to receive an 
Effort merit, a postcard home and appear on the ‘Stars Wall’ 
for all their hard work:

           KS3 French - Georgina Caley, 8Ay
           KS3 German - Seth Richardson, 9JFd
           KS3 Spanish - Maia Duggleby, 9Pi
           KS4 French - Sofia Zamora, 11MDw
           KS4 German - Jo Sola Farrus, 10CDe
           KS4 Spanish - Gusts Steinburgs, 10Hv

Year 7 Bright Sparks Learning Challenges
This half term, we continue to seek ways 
to extend students’ learning beyond 
the curriculum, with our ‘Bright Sparks’ 
Learning Challenges.  These challenges will be set every half term and 
will cover a range of skills, subjects and learning styles.  
The challenges will be introduced in assembly before half-term and 
will link closely to our house awards.  Students in Year 7 are invited 
to complete up to three challenges, with the winner receiving a £5 
voucher and invited to breakfast with our Leadership Team as well as 
being awarded merits for their house.  We hope our young people will 
enjoy the challenge of learning in a different way and the freedom to 
structure their work however they choose.  
The new challenges will be available on Google Classroom from 6 
February.  Students are welcome to submit their entries ASAP before 
the end of each half term.  Mr Lever

Art - Work of the Week
Year 13 student, Rafi Garcia, has constructed these amazing 3D 
cardboard dinosaur sculptures.  These are the final pieces of his 
personal project.  Well done Rafi, we can’t wait to see what you 
create next!

Update from the School Nurse
European first as MHRA approves over-the-counter allergy treatment 
for adolescents aged 12 and over.  The Medicines and Healthcare 
products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) has, on the 15 December 2025, 
approved the reclassification of fluticasone propionate (Pirinase 
Allergy 0.05% w/w Nasal Spray), making it available directly from 
behind pharmacy counters, without the need for a prescription, for 
adolescents aged 12 years and over.  When sales begin in February 
2026 it will become the first intranasal corticosteroid to be sold 
by pharmacists to adolescents from 12 years in Europe.  Currently 
intranasal corticosteroids are only available over the counter for 
adults aged 18 years and over.  Fluticasone propionate is used to 
prevent and relieve the symptoms of allergic rhinitis, including hay 
fever and other airborne allergies. These symptoms can include a 
blocked nose, sneezing, runny or itchy nose, watery or itchy eyes, 
and sinus discomfort.

Careers Corner

Important reminder for Year 10 and Year 12
Students are reminded to secure their work experience 
placements as soon as possible.  The deadline for Year 10 
is 9 March and for Year 12 is 16 March.  Work experience 
is a valuable opportunity to explore career interests and 
build employability skills, so we encourage students to act 
promptly and ask for support if needed.
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This Week’s 
Sixth Form News

Message from Mrs De Lashley, Assistant Head: Director of Sixth Form

Book Recommendation
A reminder that each week we share 
a recommendation from the post-16 
reading list that we hope our students 
will engage with. This reading list is one 
of many that can be found online but 
one that we think is broad, challenging 
and accessible. A copy of all of the listed 
books can be found in the Resource 
Centre.

School Menu - Monday 9 February

Philomena by Martin Sixsmith
A heartbreaking true story about a mother’s 
tenacious search for her son who was taken 
and sold by the Catholic church.  Sent to 
a convent for fallen women as a teenage 
mother, Philomena Lee never gave up trying 
to find her son and in a twist of fate, her son 
never gave up trying to find her.  The evil of 
the institutions and heartless, self-righteous 
bureaucrats that she faced will linger in the 
reader’s memory.  It’s a highly worthwhile 
read for anyone considering a career in social care 
or religion, or for students thinking of working in a 
large and faceless organisation.

Sixth Form Application Form
School Start Time
Please be reminded that students must be in their form rooms 
by 8.45am each morning.

Medical Appointments
Please inform school on behalf of your son/daughter and 
make every effort to reduce the amount of time out of school 
for the appointment. 
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Police in School
We’re thrilled to announce that we are working closely with our 
local policing team to build up the relationship between our public 
services and students.  The police will be joining us in the Merit Mart 
on the days listed below, 1.10-2.10pm.  Students are encouraged 
to come and engage in conversations with the local team and ask 
them about the role they play within the local community.

Thursday 5 March		  Tuesday 24 March
Friday 10 April			   Monday 20 April
Thursday 7 May		  Tuesday 26 May
Friday 12 June			  Friday 17 July

As we begin to enter the final week before half term we look forward 
to the following celebrations:

•	 Friday 6 February - Year 11 Headteacher’s Breakfast 
•	 Monday 9 February - Sixth Form Celebration assembly
•	 Tuesday 10 February - Year 10 Celebration assembly
•	 Thursday 12 February - Year 9 and Year 8 Celebration assembly
•	 Friday 13 February - Year 7 Celebration assembly
•	 Friday 13 February - Year 12 and Year 13 Headteacher’s 

Breakfast
•	 Friday 13 February - CEO Lunch
•	 Friday 13 February - Valentines Disco 

Headteacher’s Breakfast
Congratulations to all our Headteacher Award 
winners for this half term.   Below are Year 11 winners 
who will be joining  us on Friday 6 February.

PLEASE SHARE:  If you would like to share students’  
achievements and events in the community, 

please email jsissons@ahs.pmat.academy.  It’s always 
nice to celebrate our school community.

A reminder of rewards and recognition available throughout the year 
within the table below:
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AHS Personal Development Hub
and Merit Mart 
At the Personal Development Hub, 
students are able to collect information 
about everyday life, extracurricular 
activities, trips and visits and careers.  
There will also be a number of 
opportunities for students to take 
part in ‘Pupil Voice’ to give feedback 
on a number of ‘hot topics’ based on 
the school community.
The Merit Mart is our students' happy place, where they can enquire 
about their merits and spend them on various items in the shop.  
Items include:

Stationary	 Key Rings	 Board Games
Books	 Water Bottles	 Vouchers
The opportunity to enter termly raffles

Head of Year Award Winners
Each week we are thrilled to celebrate students for outstanding 
achievements.  Congratulations to this week’s HoY Award Winners:
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OUR SCHOOLS ARE 
RECRUITING 

Support Staff Vacancies 

For details and to apply, visit our 

website or scan the QR code  

Pathfinder Multi Academy Trust is an equal opportunities employer, committed to 

safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children. Enhanced DBS check required. 

Job Teaching Assistant Level 2 

School Poppleton Road Primary School 

Details TA2 Grade 4, level 1 –4 (£25,114 – £26,319 

per annum, reduced pro rata) 

11 hours 50 mins 

Monday and Tuesday 8.45am to 3.15pm 

Term time only  

Closes Monday 9th February at 08.00am 

Job Teacher 

School Huntington Primary Academy 

Details Teachers Mainscale M1 – M6 
Part time 2 days per week (Monday/
Tuesday) 
Fixed term  

Required for 23 February 2026 (Fixed Term 
ending 31 August 2026) 

Closes Friday 6th February at Midnight 

Job Teaching Assistant Level 2—Supply 

School Applefields School 

Details Part Time—Supply 

£13.43 - £14.03 GBP per hour plus holiday 

pay Grade 4 - Level 1 to 4  

Closes Friday 20th February 2026 at Midnight 

Job After School Club Assistant 

School Badger Hill Primary School 

Details Maternity Cover 

Grade 3 Level 1-4. Full time equivalent 

starting salary = £24,483, reduced pro-rata. 

Hourly rate payable is £12.73. 

The hours are 3pm to 6pm, maximum of 4 

days/week between Monday and Thursday. 

Term time only.  

Closes Friday 13th February 2026 at 12 Noon 

https://pathfinder.academy/careers/vacancies/


                

OUR SCHOOLS ARE 
RECRUITING 

Support Staff Vacancies 

For details and to apply, visit our 

website or scan the QR code  

Pathfinder Multi Academy Trust is an equal opportunities employer, committed to 

safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children. Enhanced DBS check required. 

Job MSA 

School Hempland Primary School 

Details Grade 2 Level 1-4 (24,309—24,399 pro Rata) 
6.25 Hours a week—11.45—13.00 
Permanent 
Term Time Only  

Closes N/A 

Job Teacher of Maths 

School Archbishop Holgate’s School 

Details Teachers Mainscale 
Full Time, Permanent 

Required from September 2026 

Closes Monday 23rd February 2026 at 08.00am  

Job Exam Invigilator 

School Malton School 

Details £12.45 per hour.  

Casual Contract.  

Closes N/A 

https://pathfinder.academy/careers/vacancies/
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