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Headteacher’s Introduction
Dear Parents and Carers,

Another busy week at Archbishop Holgate’s, and one 
filled with plenty to celebrate.  It’s at times like these 
that I’m reminded of just how much is happening 
across our school community, and how proud we 
should all feel of our students and staff.
I’m delighted to share some impressive news about 

two of our students.  Destiny Husar and Milo Abberton competed 
in the York Young Citizens’ Public Speaking Competition on Tuesday 
evening against seven other York schools, and I’m thrilled to tell you 
that they came first.  Their success is a real testament to their hard 
work, confidence, and dedication.  What makes this achievement 
even more special is that their success was so noteworthy that they’ve 
been invited to speak about it on BBC Radio York.  We look forward to 
celebrating their accomplishment over the coming weeks.
It was wonderful to welcome so many Year 10 parents to our first 
Study Skills evening on Tuesday.  The turnout was excellent, and the 
feedback we’ve received has been overwhelmingly positive.  These 
sessions are so valuable in supporting our students as they navigate 
their GCSEs, and it’s clear that parents are equally invested in helping 
them succeed.  Thank you to everyone who attended and to the staff 
who delivered such an engaging and informative evening.
I’d also like to take a moment to recognise our students who are 
currently sitting their MFL speaking exams.  Modern Foreign 
Languages is such an important part of our curriculum, and 
these speaking assessments give our students the opportunity to 
demonstrate their language skills in a practical and meaningful way.  
To those who have already completed their exams, well done on 
your efforts.  To those who still have exams to sit, we wish you the 
very best of luck.  You should feel confident in the preparation you’ve 
done, and we’re here to support you every step of the way.
These achievements and milestones are a reflection of the 
commitment and determination of our entire school community.  
Whether it’s students excelling in competitions, parents engaging 
with their child’s learning, or staff working tirelessly to support our 
young people, it all makes a difference.  Thank you for everything you 
do to make Archbishop Holgate’s such a vibrant and successful place 
to learn and work.
With best wishes for the week ahead,
Lucie Pond
Headteacher
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We welcome all feedback and thank all parents for 
their valuable contributions. If you have a query 
or simply an observation about the school please 
complete the form online.

AHS Feedback Social Media  
Follow our Facebook page to keep up to date with the latest news 
and events!

Upcoming Events

Thu 30 Apr
Mon 4 May
Thu 7 May

Wed 13 May
25-29 May

London Trip Meeting
May Bank Holiday
Y13 Leavers’ Assembly
Senior Leader Parent Clinic
Half Term

Food for Thought
This week our form tutor collective worship 
is inspired by St George’s Day, Thursday 23 
April.  It uses this as a springboard to focus on 
the theme of “What it means to be British”, 
utilising a great video featuring a multitude 
of teenage voices.  Our daily quotes are all 
on the theme of Community.
“A branch cannot bear fruit by itself; it can do so only if it remains in 
the vine.”
Jesus of Nazareth, The Bible

Closure to Black Bull Gate on a Morning
During the final two weeks of this half term (wc 10 and 17 May) the 
Black Bull Gate entrance to the school site will be closed on a morning 
whilst we complete site works.  This gate will, however, be open on 
an evening for students to leave the site.  On a morning, all students 
will be expected to arrive via the main school drive - students will be 
given further details during tutor time in the coming weeks. 

PLEASE SHARE:  If you would like to share students’  
achievements and events in the community, 

please email jsissons@ahs.pmat.academy.  It’s always 
nice to celebrate our school community.
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This Week’s 
School News

Art - Work of the Week
Year 9 student, Britney Tam, has drawn this amazing, detailed city-
scape of Hong Kong.  We can tell Britney has spent a lot of time on 
this piece, a huge well done!

Year 10 Hospitality & Catering Trip to
Sheffield Plate
Our Year 10 Hospitality and Catering students enjoyed a fantastic 
and memorable trip to Sheffield Plate.  The visit provided a 
valuable opportunity for students to experience a vibrant food hall 
environment, explore a wide variety of cuisines, and see first-hand 
how professional kitchens and food vendors operate.
Throughout the day, students demonstrated great enthusiasm 
and curiosity, engaging with the different food outlets and asking 
thoughtful questions about ingredients, preparation methods, 
and the running of a successful food business.  It was particularly 
encouraging to see them making links between their classroom 
learning and real-world hospitality practices.
Staff at Sheffield Plate commented on how polite, respectful, and 
well-mannered our students were, which made us incredibly proud.  
Their exemplary behaviour reflected positively on the school and 
ensured the trip was enjoyable for everyone involved.

MFL Stars of the Week
Students were nominated by Language staff to receive an 
Effort merit, a postcard home and appear on the ‘Stars Wall’ 
for all their hard work:

           KS3 French - Igor Czechowski, 8MSt
           KS3 German - Milo Wright, 7By
           KS3 Spanish - Daniel Dring, 7NTh
           KS4 French -  Mohamed Araba, 10Be
           KS4 German - Nilesh Ghimire, 10CDe
           KS4 Spanish - Aidan Marunda, 11RGi

School Nurse - Health Heads-Up
Mobile phones and Mental Health 
Google Family Link is a family parental 
controls service by Google that allows parents 
to adjust parameters for their children's 
devices.  The application allows parents to 
restrict content, approve or disapprove apps, 
set screen times, and more.  As a parent, you 
can help change or reset your child's password if they forget it, edit their 
personal information or even delete their account if you feel necessary.  
It also gives parents the option to ‘Lock’ their child’s smartphone, which 
completely shuts the phone down.  Add to that it is completely free 
with no hidden costs or subscriptions!   
Instagram to start parent alerts for teen suicide, self-harm searches as 
Meta trials continue
Instagram has said that it will alert parents when teens repeatedly 
search for suicide and self-harm terms as parent company Meta comes 
under scrutiny across multiple trials.  Parents will receive the alerts if their 
teenagers are repeatedly searching during a “short period of time” for 
“phrases promoting suicide or self-harm, phrases that suggest a teen 
wants to harm themselves, and terms like ‘suicide’ or ‘self-harm,’” the 
company said in a blog post.
The company called it “the right starting point” as it tries to find the right 
threshold for what constitutes sending an alert.  Meta said parents may 
receive alerts that might not indicate a real cause for concern, but it 
would continue to listen to feedback on the feature.
The alerts will be delivered to parents via email, text, WhatsApp or 
within Instagram. 
The pros and cons of social media
Building connections, revolutionizing news and expanding horizons vs. 
concerns around mental health, fake news and privacy.
Pro: maintain connections
One of the biggest positives of social media is the way it brings people 
together.  These sites play an important role in the establishment of 
friendships and the everyday back and forth of peer relationships.  The 
term "social media" provides a clue to the initial purpose of the platform: 
building social interactions.
Cons: anxiety and depression
The impact on mental health, especially among children and 
adolescents, has long dominated debate around the use of social 
media.  Numerous studies have found links between heavy social 
media use at a young age and negative self-esteem, body dysmorphia 
and higher psychological distress.  This is especially true among girls, 
with the UK government moving to introduce the Online Safety Act in 
2022 to safeguard children from the effects of social media-triggered 
depression.
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This Week’s 
Sixth Form News

Message from Mrs De Lashley, Assistant Head: Director of Sixth Form

Book Recommendation
A reminder that each week we share 
a recommendation from the post-16 
reading list that we hope our students 
will engage with. This reading list is one 
of many that can be found online but 
one that we think is broad, challenging 
and accessible. A copy of all of the listed 
books can be found in the Resource 
Centre.

Say Nothing: A True Story of Murder and Memory 
in Northern Ireland by Patrick Radden Keefe
The Troubles are chronicled through the lens of the abduction 
of Jean McConville from her home and 
the devastating effects on her family.  
Radicalisation, religion, extremism and 
injustice are revealed in this detailed and 
gripping account.  ‘Say Nothing’ explores 
an important aspect in this country’s 
history that all students should be aware 
of, and with the recent impact of Brexit, 
a fragile Good Friday peace accord that 
all generations should be encouraged 
to safeguard.

School Menu - Monday 27 April

Year 13 Leaver’s Celebration
Please be reminded that we would love you to join us 
from 6pm on Thursday 7th May in the Main School Hall for 
refreshments, worship and memories. It is always a beautiful 
event that we cherish together as a school community.

School Start Time
Please be reminded that students must be in their form rooms 
by 8.45am each morning.

Medical Appointments
Please inform school on behalf of your son/daughter and 
make every effort to reduce the amount of time out of school 
for the appointment. 
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Physical Education Department
“Equipping students with the knowledge, skills and motivation to live active, healthy lives.”

York & District Schools Cup 
Progress
Congratulations to the Y11 
boys who made it through to 
the York & District Schools Cup 
Final by beating Fulford on 
penalties in the semi-final last 
week.  The final is on Thursday 
vs Tadcaster Grammar School.  
Good luck boys!
The Sixth form team have also made it to 
the York Schools semi-final vs Harrogate 
Grammar School, which will be played 
next Tuesday.  Good luck!

Summer PE
A reminder to students that all PE lessons 
are outside during the summer term 
(weather permitting).  We will be doing 
athletics, tennis, cricket, rounders and 
Danish longball.  Students should bring 
the same kit to every PE lesson this term: 
AHS shorts, t-shirt and hoodie/reversible, 
white socks and trainers. 
The summer extra-curricular PE timetable 
has started and we hope to see as many of 
you at clubs as we can.
We have exciting interhouse 
competitions this term, including our 
AHS Cluedo Orienteering.  Our Interhouse 
competitions finish with our whole school 
Sports Day on Friday 3 July.

AHS Basketball Success
Basketball success 
for AHS students at 
the York Eagles 2026 
Basketball Awards
Four AHS students were recognised for 
the contributions to their teams and 
club at the York Eagles Basketball Club’s 
annual awards ceremony.  These amazing 
athletes competed for their club in 
Basketball England’s Junior Regional and 
National League competitions, playing a 
key role in the 25-26 season and making 
themselves, their club and their families 
proud. 
• Judah Wilson (Y8) - Players’ player for the 
U14s boys’ category
•  Morgan Smith (Y10): Coaches’ player for 
the U16s boys’ category
•  Amelie Hetherton (Y11): Players’ player 
for the U18s women’s category
•  Alex Dunlop-Gibson (Y10): Young Club 
Person of the Year recognised for her 
commitment and contribution to the 
club.
York Eagles Basketball Club’s mission is to 
develop young people through the sport 
of basketball.  The introduction of female 
teams is a relatively recent addition to 
the club and has brought huge success, 
with the U14s girls winning the North of 
England Conference unbeaten in 2024 
and the U16s girls being the first Eagles 
team to reach the Quarter Final of the 
2026 National Cup (only losing to the 
eventual winners).
 We are actively looking for female players 
across all age groups and particularly in 
the U10 to U14s categories, so please 
help us spread the word!  A good starting 
point is our community sessions, which 
can be booked here (the first session is 
free!): https://york-eagles-basketball-club.
classforkids.io/
 If you would like any further information, 
please contact Emma Hardisty at 
yorkeaglesclubsecretary@gmail.com
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Huntington Rovers FC
- new U19 team for the 
2026/2027 season.
Huntington Rovers is 
a friendly, community-
focused grassroots 
football club, and we are currently 
inviting expressions of interest from 
players who will be eligible for U19 
football in the 2026/2027 season. 
This is a great opportunity for young 
people who want to continue playing 
competitive football alongside sixth form 
or college study.  If you are interested, 
please contact Kes Webster, Chairman 
& U16s Coach of Huntington Rovers FC  
keswebsterhrfc@gmail.com.

Boot Donation Scheme
As we are coming to the end of the football 
season, if you have got any football boots 
at home that are no longer being used and 
taking up room – then help us to get them 
back out on the pitch and save them from 
ending up in landfill! The donation box is 
in reception, so give them a clean and pop 
them in the box.

GCSE PE Practical
Congratulations to the Y11 
GCSE PE group for completing 
their practical moderation 
this week.  Their attitude and 
commitment to the day was exceptional 
and they were rewarded with some 
excellent grades.  Thank you to  the Sixth 
Form and Y10 students that helped with 
the day as well.
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Headteacher’s Breakfast
We look forward to welcoming Year 11 to the 
Headteachers Breakfast on Friday, congratulations 
go to:

Police in School
We’re thrilled to announce that we are working closely with our 
local policing team to build up the relationship between our public 
services and students.  The police will be joining us in the Merit 
Mart on the days listed below, 1.10-2.10pm.  Students are welcome 
and encouraged to come and engage in conversations with the 
local team and ask them about the role they play within the local 
community.

Thursday 7 May	 Tuesday 26 May
Friday 12 June		 Friday 17 July

We are thrilled to open this week’s 
personal development section with the 
outstanding achievement of two of our 
students who attended the York Speaking 
Competition.  Destiny Husar and Milo 
Abberton competed against seven other 
York schools and came in 1st Place.
Speaking in front of people and being able to articulate yourself is 
a real skill.
Miss Doyle has been working extremely hard with all students who 
have taken part in a range of different speaking extracurricular 
opportunities this year.  It’s wonderful to be able to see all of the hard 
work paying off.   Well done!

In addition to this excellent news we’re 
also pleased to share that we have heard 
from one of our former students, Macey 
Haywood.  After successfully completing 
her apprenticeship in hairdressing, Macey 
has now launched her own business, 
Hair by Macey, an amazing achievement.
Macey still remembers the excitement 
of getting ready for prom and would 
love to help any AHS students create 
their perfect final look for the big night. 
Congratulations, Macey, your talent and 
hard work are truly inspiring. We couldn’t 
be more proud! 

Key Enrichment and Personal Development 
Opportunities this half term

wc 27 April - Year 10 Study Skills Sessions (am)
Thursday 30 April - Year 8 London Trip Meeting
Friday 8 May - Year 11 Trip to Boggle Hole
13-15 May - Performance of  ‘My Mad Mum’ for Y7-Y9 students
18-22 May - Reward and Recognition Assemblies
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Head of Year Award Winners
Each week we are thrilled to celebrate students for outstanding 
achievements.  Congratulations to this week’s HoY Award Winners:

A reminder of rewards and recognition available throughout the year 
within the table below:
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OUR SCHOOLS ARE 
RECRUITING 

Support Staff Vacancies 

For details and to apply, visit our 

website or scan the QR code  

Pathfinder Multi Academy Trust is an equal opportunities employer, committed to 

safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children. Enhanced DBS check required. 

Job Office Manager 

School Rufforth Primary School  

Details Monday to Friday from 8.30am to 4pm 
35 hours per week. 

Office Manager 21 Hours, Term time plus 2 
weeks, Grade 7 Level 1. £16,054.62 Pro Rata. 

Administrator Assistant 14 Hours, Term time 
only, Grade 4 Level 1. £8398.24 Pro Rata. 

Total Pro Rata Salary £24,452.87. 

Permanent. 

Closes Wednesday 29th April 2026 at 09.00am  

Job SEN Teacher 

School Applefields School  

Details Teacher Mainscale + SEN Allowance 
1 Year Fixed Term (1st September to 31st 
August) 
Opportunity for post to be made permanent. 

Required from:  September 2026 

Closes Thursday 7th May 2026 at 08.00am  

Job Class Teachers 

School The White Rose Federation: 

Details Barlow Church of England & Chapel 
Haddlesey CofE Primary School 

 

Main scale M1—UP1  (£31,650 – £47,472) 
ECTs welcome to apply 
Permanent, Full Time. 

Closes Friday 8th May at midday  

Job Administration Assistant 

School Clifton with Rawcliffe School  

Details Grade 4 L1-4 : £25,878 to £26,319 reduced 
pro rata 
Monday to Friday, term time only 
36.25 hours per week 
8.15am—4pm (30 min lunch)  

Closes Monday 4th May 2026 at 08.00am  

https://pathfinder.academy/careers/vacancies/


                

OUR SCHOOLS ARE 
RECRUITING 

Support Staff Vacancies 

For details and to apply, visit our 

website or scan the QR code  

Pathfinder Multi Academy Trust is an equal opportunities employer, committed to 

safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children. Enhanced DBS check required. 

Job Exam Invigilator 

School Malton School 

Details £12.45 per hour.  

Casual Contract.  

Closes N/A 

Job Cleaning Assistant 

School Archbishop Holgate’s School 

Details Currently £12.63 per hour  
Full Year, 10 hours per week,  
Monday-Friday, 6.45-8.45am or 4.00-6.00pm  
Salary paid monthly over 12 equal payments  
 

Closes N/A 

Job Supply Teaching Assistant Level 2 

School Applefields School 

Details Grade 4 (Level 1-4) 
£13.43 – £14.03 GBP per hour plus holiday 
pay. 
Supply/Casual  

Closes N/A 

Job Attendance & Pastoral Administrator 

School Archbishop Holgate’s School 

Details Grade 5 (£20,151—annual pro rata salary) 
Fixed Term, 24 May – 17 July 2026 
Part Time, 32.5hpw, Term Time Only 
Mon-Fri, 8.30am-3.30pm 

Required from: 24 May 2026 or earlier if 
available.  

Closes Thursday 23rd April 2026 at 8.00am  

https://pathfinder.academy/careers/vacancies/
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