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Upcoming Events

Wed 7 Oct
Wed 14 Oct
Wed 14 Oct
Wed 21 Oct
26-30 Oct

Mon 2 Nov

Senior Leader Parent Clinic
School finishes at 1.30pm
Open Evening
Y7 Parent Welcome Evening
Half Term
Students return

MAIN SCHOOL OPEN EVENING
Wednesday 14 October, 6.00pm

Values - Care - Achievement

Headteacher’s Introduction
Dear Parents and Carers,

It has been another busy and rewarding week at 
AHS, with so much to celebrate across our school 
community.
Since Monday 28 September, we have had the 
privilege of welcoming five students from Ukraine to 
AHS.  They have spent three days with us in school this 
week, experiencing life in a UK school and becoming 
part of our community.  Today, they led our ACW 

session with Year 12, speaking openly about their lives growing up in 
Ukraine.  For much of their childhood, their experience has been shaped 
by living through war, and we are incredibly grateful for the courage 
and generosity they showed in sharing their personal stories with our 
students.  It was a powerful opportunity for our Year 12 students to listen, 
reflect and learn directly from the experiences of other young people.  
We are extremely proud of the warmth and respect with which our 
students have welcomed our visitors, and we hope they have felt very 
much at home at AHS.
Monday was a roaring success, and I was immensely proud to see so 
many of our students getting involved and contributing to the school 
so positively.  Together, we have currently raised an amazing   £5,484.18   
for our charities.  This is a fantastic achievement and testament to the 
generosity and enthusiasm of our whole school community.
It was also wonderful to see our students representing AHS so brilliantly 
at the roadside, cheering on Sir Kevin.  Their energy, encouragement and 
sense of community were a joy to see and a wonderful reflection of our 
school.  A huge thank you to everyone who participated, supported and 
donated.
On Wednesday evening, we connected with our Year 10 families when 
they attended ‘Welcome to Key Stage 4 Evening’.  We were delighted 
by the excellent attendance and the positive feedback we received.  
The evening gave us an important opportunity to talk about some of 
the factors that will help our young people thrive throughout KS4.  We 
discussed the importance of excellent attendance and a strong sense 
of belonging, alongside lesson preparation, homework and developing 
positive routines for learning.  We also looked further ahead, discussing 
work experience, future aspirations and the journey towards Post-16 
education, by showcasing what is on offer at AHS.  Although Year 10 is 
only the beginning of KS4, helping students to understand where their 
learning can take them is an important part of raising aspirations and 
encouraging them to make the most of every opportunity.  Thank you 
to all the families who joined us and to our staff for making the evening 
such a positive and purposeful event.

Food for Thought
This week in our Chapel Collective Worship 
Rev Laura explored the theme of Koinonia 
(a New Testament Greek word that means 
deep fellowship, communion, joint 
participation, and sharing in common).
In our Form Tutor Act of Collective Worship 
our theme was Standing Up for Justice - 
Looking at the concept of Justice, lessons 
from the life of Rosa Parks and scripture from the book of Micah. 
“What does the Lord require of you? To act justly, to love mercy, and 
to walk humbly with your God.”

Social Media  
Follow our Facebook page to keep up to date with the latest news 
and events!

We welcome all feedback and thank all parents for 
their valuable contributions. If you have a query 
or simply an observation about the school please 
complete the form online.

AHS Feedback 

As we come to the end of another week, I continue to be incredibly 
proud of the way our students embrace opportunities, support others 
and represent AHS. Whether sharing experiences across cultures, 
raising money for important causes or beginning to think about their 
own futures, they continue to demonstrate the values we want to see 
throughout our school community.
I hope you all have a restful and enjoyable weekend.
Lucie Pond, Headteacher
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This Week’s 
School News

MFL Spelling Bee Challenge
Well done to Yeaer 7 students who took part in the MFL 
‘Spelling Bee’ challenge.  The winners are:

Spanish:
Elijah Elsworth, 7KCe
Maya Lesniak, 7NAm
Lucas Cheung, 7Cr
		  French:
		  Henry Chadwick Pywell, 7ECs
		  Alicia Richards, 7ONs
		  Amy Davies, 7CGt
		  William Whitehead, 7TSt
	       German:
   	       Tom Griffin, 7Gs
   	       Lex Franklin, 7ABt
  	       Dylan Thornton, 7MDw

Art - Work of the Week
Here are some excellent examples of homework from our Year 
8 students!  This is a brilliant start to a promising school year, keep 
up the great work!  These life drawing submissions are by Sienna, 
Mabel, Emily and Holly from Ms Halifax’s class.

Harvest Collection for York Food Bank
Might you be able to buy a little something extra in your weekly 
shop?  If so, the following items are in most need, but anything 
would be gratefully received.  Please pop your item into the Food 
Bank boxes in the Merit Mart OR give them to your form tutor who 
will pop them in the staffroom.  Donations by Monday 12 October 
gratefully received.  Thank you for your support.

•	 Shower Gel / Shampoo
•	 Tinned Meat / Fish
•	 Veggie Meals
•	 Tinned Tomatoes / Cooking Sauces
•	 Tinned Rice Pudding / Custard
•	 Coffee
•	 Jam
•	 Size 5, 6 or 7 Nappies
•	 Washing Up Liquid
•	 Disposable Razors and Shaving Foam
•	 Men's and Ladies Deodorant
•	 Laundry Detergent

Year 7 NGRT Reading Test
As part of our commitment to raising the profile of reading and 
helping support students who struggle with reading, we will be 
testing most of Year 7 next week through something called an NGRT 
Test.  Those whose primary schools identified as needing support 
have already been tested 1-1 already. 
The New Group Reading Test (NGRT) is a helpful tool we use to 
understand your child’s reading ability.  It is taken on a computer and 
adjusts to your child’s reading level as they go, which helps make 
sure they are answering questions that are just right for them—
challenging enough for confident readers and supportive for those 
who need more help. 
The results also allow us to compare your child's reading level with 
the national average, so we get a clear picture of how they’re doing.  
These insights help us plan the best next steps to support your child’s 
reading development and, following the test, we will be able to find 
out which students at AHS need support.  No test is perfect and 
students sometimes don't answer questions accurately, meaning 
some further diagnostic assessment is needed in some cases.
We continue to monitor the progress of students who do need 
further support at regular intervals to ascertain whether intervention 
is having a meaningful impact. 
We will be in touch should testing suggest your child would benefit 
from further intervention.  Some of you may well have received a 
letter already if your child was on the support list from their primary 
school.
We would like to reiterate that this is not something your child needs 
to worry about.  Whilst it is called a 'test', it is a helpful tool we use 
to help identify what support is needed and by whom, as well as 
helping us to motivate and enthuse those who are reading beyond 
age expectations.
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This Week’s 
Sixth Form News

Message from Miss Gavin, 
Assistant Head: Director of Sixth Form

Year 13 Mock Revision
This week, Mr Charlton spoke to Year 13 about the 
importance of being organised and proactive with mock 
revision as we gave students each an ‘independent study’ 
plan that they are to complete and evidence to their form 
tutors.  Mocks will take place wc 9 and 16 November and 
revision will begin in class wc 19 October, but students 
need to make sure that they are not leaving it until then 
to begin their own independent revision.  If students feel 
they need any extra support in what good revision looks 
like, they can contact their form tutor, class teachers or any 
member of the sixth form team! 

Open Evening - Wednesday 14 October
 - sixth form helpers needed
We need our wonderful sixth formers to support our Open 
Evening as guides and class helpers, so please sign up for 
this on Parent Pay.

ClassCharts
We are encouraging our sixth formers to keep on track of 
day-to-day information by accessing ClassCharts on their 
phone.  We also want parents and carers to do the same, 
so if you are unable to access your ClassCharts login, please 
contact the school so we can get this to you.  This is where 
class teachers can communicate key messages to students, 
parents and carers, and also where behaviour, such as lates 
and no homeworks, can be monitored

Sleep Rough
Last Friday, 20 Sixth Formers ‘slept’ under the stars with nothing 
but a sleeping bag, to raise money for the amazing York based 
charity, Carecent.  It was a night filled with hide and seek around 
the school, card games, hot chocolate and of course the cold 
night air.  The students were absolutely amazing and have 
raised a substantial amount of money so far.  If you would like 
to contribute further, please see the link (https://www.carecent.
org.uk/giving-money/).  Carecent and the Sixth Form would be 
grateful for any support!

7in7 Challenge
What an incredible day we had on Monday with Sir Kev and the 
team.  Sixth formers rose to the challenge and turned up at 7am 
to start the first lap and were still there at 7pm to mark the end of 
a momentous day.  Sixth form spotlight shout out this week goes 
to the brilliant Dan Norris and Alfred Griffiths who between them 
ran over 50 laps and covered more than a marathon in distance. 

Year 12 Iterative Assessments
Beginning next week (Mon 5 Oct) Year 12 will enter their two-
week iterative assessment window.  As students will now 
be familiar with from main school, Iterative assessments are 
designed to give students regular opportunities to revisit key 
knowledge and skills in manageable chunks.  This approach 
helps students retain information for the long term while 
building the habits of independent revision and resilience that 
are essential for success at Key Stage 5 and beyond.  The next 
two weeks will give students their first opportunity to see how 
they are ‘getting on’ in their new A-level and BTEC subjects and 
their scores will be sent home in their first report towards the end 
of October.

VACANCIES
Archbishop Holgate’s School

Cleaning Assistant
Site Supervisor

Teacher of Maths
Teacher of English

For more information visit:
www.archbishopholgates.academy/staff/vacancies

Pathfinder MAT is an equal opportunities employer, 
committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of 

children.  
Enhanced DBS check will be required.

As part of our due diligence process, an online search will 
be carried out on all shortlisted candidates. 

PLEASE SHARE:  If you would like to share students’  
achievements and events in the community, 

please email jsissons@ahs.pmat.academy.  It’s always nice 
to celebrate our school community.
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Where Your Donations Are Going
The £5,500 raised will be shared equally among three wonderful 
causes:

The MND Association: Supporting vital research and care for 
individuals and families affected by Motor Neurone Disease.
The AHS Unity Fund: Providing direct practical and financial 
support to Archbishop Holgate’s families in need.
Team Uganda: Helping 
build a new nursery school 
for a primary school 
in Uganda, which our 
students will visit in July 
2027.

A Heartfelt Thank You
Events like this highlight the 
very best of Archbishop Holgate’s School.  Thank you 
to every student who ran with determination, every staff member 
who helped organise, and every parent, carer, and community 
member who sponsored, cheered, or ran alongside us.
If you would still like to make a donation to support our fundraising 
target, our GoFundMe page remains open.  Thank you once again 
for your remarkable support!

Community & Character: Incredible Success at Our ‘7 
Til 7’ Challenge!
What an unforgettable day we shared across 
our school community!
Following weeks of preparation and 
anticipation, our school field came alive as 
nearly 1,800 students, staff, parents, and 
local supporters united for our extraordinary 
12-hour running event, “7 Til 7”.  Inspired by 
rugby league legend Sir Kevin Sinfield and his 
incredible fundraising efforts for Motor Neurone Disease (MND), 
every student from Year 7 to Year 13 took to the track between 
7.00am and 7.00pm, completing at least seven laps each.
We are beyond proud to announce that through your incredible 
generosity, our school community has raised close to £5,500!

Highlights from an Inspiring Day
Star Support in the Morning:  We were 
thrilled to welcome special guests 
from York Knights and Matchroom 
Boxing, who spent the morning 
cheering on our runners, pacing laps, 
and keeping energy levels sky-high.
Cheering on Sir Kevin: Mid-morning 
brought a truly memorable moment 
as the entire school gathered along 
the roadside with banners and cheers 
to support Sir Kevin Sinfield as his 
running route passed right by our 
school.
A True Family Event: From 4.00pm onwards, our field opened up 
for our community session.  It was fantastic to see so many parents, 
carers, younger siblings and friends joining in and running laps 
alongside our students.

A Word from Miss Kitney
Reflecting on the success of the event, Joanna Kitney, Assistant 
Headteacher for Personal Development, shared:
“It was an absolute privilege to stand shoulder-to-shoulder with 
our community to watch Sir Kevin Sinfield run past.  Having 
the wonderful support of York Knights and Matchroom Boxing 
throughout the morning made the event feel even more special 
and gave our students such an amazing buzz.
“Our students were simply fantastic from start to finish.  Running 
continuously from 7am to 7pm was no easy task, but the positivity, 
stamina and mutual encouragement on display was deeply 
uplifting to watch.  This event taught our young people invaluable 
lessons about resilience, empathy and the power of teamwork.
“To raise close to £5,500 for three causes so close to our hearts is an 
outstanding achievement.  The support from families and our local 
community has been overwhelming.  This togetherness and care is 
exactly what makes Archbishop Holgate’s School such a unique and 
special place to belong.”

A reminder of rewards and recognition available throughout the year 
within the table below:
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Head of Year Award Winners
We have 100’s of nominations for the first round of our Head of Year 
Awards. I am absolutely delighted to announce this weeks winners:

AHS Personal Development Hub and Merit Mart 
I am thrilled to announce that the AHS Personal Development Hub 
and Merit Mart has opened its doors again.
At the Personal Development Hub, students are able to collect 
information about everyday life, extra curricular activities, trips and 
visits and careers.  There will also be a number of opportunities for 
students to be able to take part in ‘Pupil Voice’ to give feedback on a 
number of ‘hot topics’ based on the school community.

The Merit Mart is our students' happy place, where they can enquire 
about their merits and spend them on various items in the shop.  
Items include:
•	 Stationary
•	 Key Rings
•	 Board Games
•	 Books
•	 Water Bottles
•	 Vouchers
•	 The opportunity to enter termly raffles
Students will be able to access the Personal Development Hub in 
line with the Merit Mart opening times: 1.00-2.00pm, Tuesday/ 
Wednesday/Thursday.

Some key dates for you:
•	 AHS Merit Mart has now reopened its doors!  It will be open on 

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday.
•	 Headteacher Award nominations will begin towards the end of 

the half term.
•	 Headteacher Award winners will receive a letter prior to the 

October half term.
Our Year 7 students this week have been presented with the ‘Super 
7 Challenge’.  Their challenge is to fulfil the ‘Joining in’ aspect of their 
AHS Journey.  Students are able to do this by taking part in as many 
extra curricular activities as they can, either at lunch time or after 
school.  Students can collect a booklet from the school Merit Mart.
At the end of the half term students can then post their completed 
booklets in the post box at the Merit Mart, where they will be 
awarded house merits and winners awarded a prize.
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Physical Education Department
“Equipping students with the knowledge, skills and motivation to live active, healthy lives.”
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School Menu - Monday 5 October


